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* T P^ufiijg factions which rule ibe setf-goveraing 

friz”” enclave in northern Iraq are guilty of rampant human 
■*.“ Internationa! saw Tuesday, ‘'the smiatioo 

™ Kn rmsta n is now critical," the London-based human rights 
tnouLLoring group said in a report prepared after a three-year study 
there. “A dimate of fear has been building 14 ) in 
uaqi Kurdistan where there have been waves of assassinations, 
j 7 *}^ e » ®nd kiliii^s of porisooeis." ihe report said. "During the 
J®T “ , ®* 5 yeaw, hundreds of people — civilians and combatants 
WMpriaoner — have suffered human rights abuses at the bands 
offerees acting under the authority of Kurdish political parties.” it 
^^■AmnesQ 1 said the afnises «ere conuniaed by aimed forces 
of ime Kurdistan Democratic Party and its ally, the Tehran-backed 
Idaiiucr Movement in Iraq, Kurdistan, and the rival Patriotic 
LJmoq of Kurdistan. Amnesty said that “the Kurdish people 
suffered terribly from past human rights violations by the Iraqi 
government, which continues to commit crimes on a massive scale 
with total impunity. "Now it is the Kurdish political parties which 
are abusing fundamental human rights.*' 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — The Patetmian popula^ 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.wiO double to 4.6 oriHiao in «ss 
than a geneiatioa bemuse of a high birth rate and (be 
thousands of Palestunan. officials said Monday. A report 
issued by the Palestinian Bureau of Statistics (PBS) SMWSttaim 
re cent yean, more Palestinians have returned to the Wes t Hank 1 

and Gaza Strip than left the area. “Now, we have arwerang 
trend/* said Hassan Atm Libdeh, director general of PBS. He saw 
that since Palestinian setf-rule began in May in the Gaza Strip 
of Jericho, some 80,000 Palestinians returned from exile. MrAbu 
Libdeh said be expected 50,000 Pakstiniaiis u> return from abroad 
every year. Some 250,000 Palestinians who five abroad have 
tmmtoiitMt theft - rfph t to residency in the West Bank and Gaza. 
Pnom 1967 lb 1992, some 329,000 Palestinians had left the West 
Bank and (ho, according to the report. The report estimated the' 
population in the West Bank and Gaza at 2J mfllion. The 
Palestinian researchers started out with figures provided ^rue 
Israeli bureau of statistics which put the population at sightly 
more than tiro nuffioo. ’ ' 
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‘ 15 injured in road 
' accident 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Fifteen 
. people were injured in a road 
accident on the Amman- 
’• Zarqa highway on Monday, 

. according to a Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) official. 
The official told the Jordan 
' Times that the accident took 
place Monday afternoon 
when a public transport com- 
pany bus slammed into a 
traitor truck. All injured 
were taken to Zarqa govern- 
ment hospital and were listed 
in good to fair condition. 

Officials take 
courses 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
' Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 

- Shaker on Monday attended 

- at the Royal Cultural Centre 
a graduation ceremony for 
officials who 'completed 
admin istration courses orga- 
nised by the Public Admims- 

‘ (ration Institute in 1994. 

‘ Minister of Administrative 
Development Moheiddin 
Toq delivered an address at 
'the ceremony in which he 

■ said these courses are part of 
an integrated training plan 
aiming to develop the per- 
formance of ‘civil servants. 

- He said his ministry will con- 
tinue through the institute to 
implement a national training 
.plan in order to improve 
administrative performance. 

‘ At the end of the ceremony, 

‘ Sharif Zeid distributed diplo- 
. mas to the 135 graduates who 
represent various govern- 
ment departments and minis- 
/ tries. 

■ University professor 
: killed in Algeria 

-ALGIERS (AFP) — Algeria 
went through another 
weekend of political violence 
with a woman university pro- 
fessor assassinated here and a 
man sitting in a packed coffee 
house killed by a group of 
armed men in a village west 
of Algiers. The professor, 
who taught at the National 
Institute of Agronomy lo- 
cated in an Algiers suburb, 
was identified as Khadidja 
Aissa by local radio. The 
radio said she was killed Sun- 
day by "terrorists.” The daily 
Liberie newspaper also re- 
ported Monday on the killing 
of a villager in Sidi Abdullah, 
located 20 kilometres west of 
Algiers. 

Zaire expels dozens 
of Lebanese 

. BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fares 
'■Bouez denounced Monday a 
decision by Zaire to expel 
dozens of Lebanese nationals 
‘for “economic crimes” such 
as diamond smuggling. "This 
decision shows it has - not 
been well thought out. Chil- 
dren's names are on the list 
and it is hardly likely or 
logical that they have broken 
any laws," he told journal- 
ists. “We consider this an- 
injustice against the 
Lebanese community. If it is 
true that some Lebanese 
have broken the law, it is 
unfair that the whole com- 
munity should be affected by 
this decision." The Lebanese 
charge d'affaires in Zaire has 
been asked by Mr. Bouez to 
contact the African country's 
’leaders for talks on the situa- 
tion. Mr. Bouez has also con- 
tacted France and Belgium 
over the issue. Some 84 fore- 
igners, mostly Lebanese, 
were given 24 hours to leave 
the country in a decree by 
Prime Minister Kengp Wa 
Dondo issued in Kinshasa on 
Friday. 

Germany holds 
alleged PKK chief 

BONN (R) — Germany has 

arrested an alleged Kurdish 
separatist leader suspected of 
organising attacks on Turkish « 
targets in Germany, author- 
ities said on Monday. A Ger- 
man court approved prosecu- 
tors’ request and issued an 
arrest warrant for the 45- 
year-old Dutch national of 
Kurdish extraction, identified 
only as Mehmet A . , the 
federal prosector’s office in 
Karlsruhe said. The man was 
detained in the southwestern 
German city of Stuttgart last 
week on suspicion of belong- 
ing to a “terrorist" organisa- 
tion. It said the suspect was in 
charge of operations in the 
Stuttgart area for the Kurdish 
. Labour Party (PKK). 


King meets Abdul Meguid, 
reiterates willingness to 
help advance peace talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday reiterated Jordan's 
principled stands on the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
stressed the Kingdom's en- 
deavours to achieve just, last- 
ing and comprehensive peace 
in the region. 

During a meeting with 
Arab League Secretary- . 
General Esmat Abdnl 
Meguid, King Hnssein also' 
stressed that Jordan would 
continue to support peace 
negotiations on other Arab- 
Israeli tracks to achieve that 
end and to enable the peoples 
of the region to achieve prog- 
ress ana prosperity. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid voiced 
appreciation of the King’s 
efforts to achieve peace and 
attempts to settle Arab dif- 
ferences and unify the ranks 
of the Arab Nation through 
dialogue. 

He stressed the need to 
activate the role of the Arab 
League to enable it to carry 
out its duties and to stand up 
to challenges facing it. 

The Arab League 
secretary-general also under- 
lined the importance of Jor- 
dan’s pursuit to achieve 
peace in the region. 

The meeting was attended 
by Royal Court Chief Mar- 
wan A1 Qasem, Foreign 


Minister Abdul Karim A1 
Kabariti and Arab League 
Assistant Secretary-General 
Ahmad Adel. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid was re- 
ceived by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan in the 
presence of Mr. Kabariti. 

Prince Hassan discussed 
with Dr. Abdul Meguid 
obstacles in the way of Arab 
coordination and stressed the 
need to remove these obsta- 
cles. 

He said there were three 
steps that should be taken to 
achieve Arab conciliation. 
He said the Arab countries 
should first openly discuss 
their problems to diagnree 
them, should be flexible and 
should di«m« means of serv- 
ing Arab interests. 

Earlier Monday, Dr. 
Abdul Meguid strongly con- 
demned Israel’s blockade on 
Lebanese ports as a provoca- 
tion that could lead to further 
tension in the Middle East. 

Speaking after a meeting 
with Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, the Arab 
League chief said that Israeli 
actions “are not conducive to 
creating an appropriate 
atmosphere for the peace 
process to succeed.” 

He said that during his 
recent visits to Syria and 
Lebanon he felt that their 


leaderships were “truly 
oriented towards peace and 
the continuation of efforts for 
achieving a just and durable 
peace in conformity with the 
international legitimacy »nd 
U.N. resolutions which call 
for the exchange of land for 
peace." 

“The peace process is fee- 
ing obstacles which we all 
know about, yet the Arab 
side is keen on pushing it 
forward because, Hke Israel, 
we are in need of peace,” Dr. 
Abdul Meguid said. 

Referring to Sunday’s 
Saudi Arabian-Yemeni dec- 
laration winch ended a bor- 
der dispute between the two 
countries. Dr. Abdul Meguid 
said that the Arab l*«gw 
welcomes the development. 
“We hope that Arab govern- 
ments mil be able to contain 
all differences and opt for 
cooperation and dialogue to 
solve outstanding issues,” be 
said. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid denied 
that he was trying to arrange 
a summit meeting of the 
League's 22 members to heal 
a wide rift caused by the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis. 

“As far as I'm concerned, 
there is no aniArab move to 
hold an Arab summit. Hold- 

(Contfamed on page 7) 


Government corporations 
to spend JD500 m in fiscal 1995 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Council of Ministers have 
endorsed the 1995 budgets 
of 21 autonomous corpora- 
tions totalling JD500 mil- 
lion, which equals 30 per 
cent of the state budget for 
the year. Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh said Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Jardaneh, in an in- 
terview with Jordan Televi- 
sion, also noted that die 
budgets of the corporations 
raise to JD2.2 bflfion over- 
all government spending 
during the year. 

“This amount equals 60 
per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP), 
and this is very high," the ' 
minister said. 

Balladur 
seeks to lay 
spy scandal 
to rest 

PARIS (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur 1 
sought Monday to lay to rest ■ 
the Franco-American spy 
row, saving the two countries ! 
should base their relations on ! 
a renewed spirit of trust. 

Speaking after calling in j 
U.S. Ambassador Pamela ; 
Harriman for the second such 1 
meeting in a week, Mr. Balla- 
dur expressed his “wish to 
see Franco-American rela- 
tions remain founded on , 
mutual trust," and the i 
“mutual respect of each i 
other's legitimate national in- | 
terests." 

The row was sparked last 
week by a leaked French ! 
intelligence report saying that 
five U.S. nationals, four of 
them diplomats at the U.S. 
embassy, bad engaged in eco- 
nomic and political espion- ! 
, age on the French mainland | 
for two years. 

Mr. Balladur said in a 
statement released after the ! 
meeting Monday with Ms. I 
Harriman that be bad also j 
ordered his interior and fore- , 
ign ministers. Charles Pasqa 
and Alain Juppe, to make no 
further comment “in public 
or private" on the issue. 

Ms. Harriman, who was 
first summoned last Wednes- 
day shortly after the affair 
broke, declined to comment 
as she emerged from Mr. ' 
Bahadur’s Matignon office 
after a 30-minute meeting- 


He said the expenditures 
of the autonomous cor- 
porations constitute a basic 
part of government spend- 
ing in 1995 with JD2.2 bil- 
lion in capital spending. 

‘Tf we take into consid- 
eration that the total 
spending in the general 
government budget stands 
at about JD1.7 billion, then 
this shows that the spend- 
ing of the autonomous cor- 
porations equals 30 per 
cent of the total govern- 
ment spending,” the minis- 
ter told JTV. 

. Mr. Jardaneh said that 
the spending of the auton- 
omous corporations stands 
at about JD220 million and 


.the total capital spending of 
the state budget is about 
JD 450 million, meaning 
that the spending of these 
corporations equals about 
50 per cent of the spending 
in the fiscal budget. 

- This shows the import- 
ance of these corporations’ 
spending and the import- 
ance of endorsing their 
budgets, Mr. Jardaneh 
said. 

He said this budget does 
not include the budgets of 
Jordanian state universi- 
ties. These enjoy financial 
autonomy and their 
budgets are not approved 
by the Council of Minis- 
ters. 


Israelis fire on 
Lebanon boats 


TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) 
— Israeli gunboats on Mon- 
day fired on three Lebanese 
fishing boats which defied a 
naval blockade off this south- 
ern Lebanon port, the fisher- 
men said. 

Twelve fishermen had 
gone out to sea early Monday 
on three boats after being 
encouraged by reports that 10 
fishermen bad sailed from 
Tyre and returned unhin- 
dered on Sunday despite a 
two-week naval Israeli block- 
ade. 

But this time Israeli gun- 
boats patrolling Lebanese 
territorial waters opened fire 
when the boats went beyond 
a one-kilometre limit set by 
the Israeli navy, the fisher- 
men said. 

No one was hurt in the 
shooting which forced the 
men to abandon their nets 
and return quickly to port, 
they said. 

The two-week blockade of 
Tyre, which is crippling the 
livelihood of hundreds of 
families, was extended north- 
wards to the port of Sidon on 
Thursday. 

Later Monday Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah guerrillas 
shelled position of Israel's 
proxy militia the South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) at Qantara 
in the Israeli self-dedared 
“security zone" without caus- 
ing any casualties, a SLA 
spokesman said. 

A spokesman for Hizbol- 
iab's armed wing the Islamic 


Resistance in Tyre said the 
shells bad claimed “vict ims in 
die enemy ranks.” 

Israeli Deputy Defence 
Minister Motta Gur said the 
blockade was intended to put 
pressure on Lebanon to pre- 
vent Hizbollah attacks. 

“If the Beirut authorities 
stop the attacks against our 
communities in the north, 
our army will leave southern 
Lebanon and we will be able 
to reach a peace agreement in 
two days,” Mr. Gur said on 
Sunday. 

L ebanese Foreign Minister 
Fans Bouez Monday called 
on the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, the Arab League and 
influential powers to inter- 
cede with Israel to lift die 
“unwarranted blockade and 
aggression." 

He indicated Lebanon 
would consider lodging a for- 
m al co mplain : with the 
Security Council if ’omatic 
contains failed. 

Washington has on 

all sides to exercise restraint, 
and Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid condemned the 
blockade while on visit to 
Jordan. 

There has been speculation 
that I srael was dying to apply 
pressure on Beirut to sepa- 
rate the Lebanese and Syrian 
tracks of the peace process. . 

Syria has 40,000 troops sta- 
tioned in Lebanon and die* 

(Continued on page ’) 
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PLO could freei 
talks with Israel 


Writ King Hassein oa Monday receives Arab League Stcntej-Oanl Esmat Abdul Meprid (Petra photo) 


Jordan 

welcomes 

Riyadh 

agreement 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
on Monday welcomed the 
signing in Riyadh on Sunday 
of a declaration of principles 
between Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen mapping out steps to 
settle a 60-year border dis- 
pute between them. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that Jordan 
“believes that Arab border 
disputes should be resolved 
within the framework of the 
Arab context.” 

Mr. Kabariti voiced hope 
that the declaration of princi- 
ples would be “a step in the 
right direction on the way to 
resolving the border dispute 
between the two countries, 
especially that this dispute 
might have threatened re- 
gional stability and security.” , 

Jordan, the foreign minis- i 
ter said, “welcomes and sup- 
ports this step and hop&s that 
dialogue between Yemen and 
Saudi Arabia would continue 
to reach a final solution of the 
disrate.” 

Yemeni President AH 
Abdullah Saleh and King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia on 
Sunday bailed the signing of 
the declaration of principles 
aimed at settling their border 
dispute, the official agency 
SABA reported. 

The two leaders who spoke 
over the telephone also dis- 
cussed ways of strengthening 
bilateral ties and consolidat- 
ing peace, security and stabil- 
ity m the region, the agency 
said. 

After more than a month 
of difficult talks, the two 
countries signed an II -point 
declaration at Mecca in Saudi 
Arabian Sunday setting up 
negotiating teams to demar- 
cate land mid sea boundaries, 
as well as help normalise ties. 

The Arabian , Peninsula 
neighbours dispute three pro- 
vinces bordering northwest 
Yemen assigned to Saudi 
control by a treaty in 1934. 

Tension on the border has 
spilled over into violence 
with several armed dashes, 
the latest on January 10 when 
more than 50 people were 
killed, according to diplo- 
mats. 

Yemem-Saudi relations be- 
came strained during the 
1991 Gulf war when Riyadh 
accused Sanaa of backing 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, 
ano deteriorated further 
when Sanaa charged Riyadh 
with backing southern separ- 
atists in Yemen’s civil war of 
May- July last year. 

Syrian President Hafez A] 
Assad welcomed die <agn«ng 
of the Sauth- Yemeni accord, 
an official spokesman said on 
Monday. 

He said the agreement 
opened “a new, positive 
chapter in inter- Arab rela- 
tions and proved that Arabs 
have a strong will to over- 
come marginal disputes." 

Mr. Assad sent his deputy. 
Abdul Hafim Khaddam, and 
Foreign Minister Farouk A 1 
Sharaa to Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen last month to defuse 
tension over the dispute. 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) might 
freeze autonomy talks with 
Israel at a meeting in Tunis 
next month but this could be 
beneficial to their peace deal, 
one of the architects of die 
self-rule accord said an Mon - 1 
day. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Mahmoud Abbas 
said securi^ matters had 
been themara reason for the 
impasse in die negotiations to 
implement the remaining 
points of the historic self-rule 
agreement. 

“The Palestinian lead- 
ership could decide on stop- 

a tbe negotiations with 
in order to assess what 
has been achieved and iden- 
tify obstacles and means 
needed to resume the talks in 
a right Way,” he told the 
official United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) news agency 
WAM during a viat. 

“Even if mis decision was 
taken, it mil not be wrong 
nor does it mean a boycott. 
There is no going back on the 
road which we have taken.” 
Mr. Abbas, who led the 
Palestinians in the secret 
autonomy talks with Israel in 
Oslo, boycotted a meeting of 
the Executive Committee in 
Cairo last week to discuss the 
future of die negotiations. 
The committee is to meet 
again in Tunis in early 
March. 

He said Israel wanted the 
Palestinian National Author- 


ity in autonomous Gaza Strip 
and Jericho to prevent mffit- 
aiy attacks, caxged out most- 
ly by Ham as. 

“This is impossible. It is 
the. duty of tne Palestinian 
Authority to exert efforts to 
p revent urifitaiy operations 
but it cannot guarantee they 
will stop. This is the main 
point of difference between 
the two tides," be said'. 

But Mr. Abbas said he was 
opposed to - suicide attacks 
that have killed scores of 
Israelis in the past two years. 

“1 do not agree on such 
attacks. I believe in peace 
and the need to build our 
economy and work to recover 
our homeland from Israeli 
hands ” be said. 

Ho said die talks with 
Israel had become “more 
pubM relations than political 
negotiations,” and he urged 
the United States to cod the 

“Wejare not asking the 
UmtedStates to put pressure 
on Israel but it must use 
anotbei style of negotiation . ' 
than t is mistaken., style 
which i more public relations 
than politics " Mr. Abbas 


>bas signed the 1993 
a die White House 
the PLO. 

5 speaking during a 
le UAE. Palestinian 
ire visiting Western 
countries to enrtain 
x talks with farad 
locked. 

Lbbas declined to 


Mr. J 
accord 
lawn fo 
He wi 
viat to 1 
officials 
and Ara 
why pej 
are ocaj 
Mr. 


Abbas 


elaborate on how die United 
States, the main sponsor of 
die faltering Middle East 
peace process, ought to act 
“They must look mto that ” 
he said. 

In occupied Jerusalem, 
farad’s leamng. peace move- 
ment on Monday presented 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin with plans to remove 
small settlements from the 
West Bank in a bid to un- 
block - negotiations with the 
Palestinians. 

Peace Now spent an hour 
with the premier to explain 
the call to dismantle 26 of the 
130 settlements, including the 
one in Hebron and two 
around Jenin. 

“This plan could get the 
peace process out of stale- 
mate,” die movement’s TsaK 
Reshef told a press confer- 
ence: 

“It will allow the govern- 
ment to move to the next 
stage of autonomy, that is 
redeployment and elec- 
tions.” 

Mr. “Rabin has refused to 
redeploy his army outside 
Palestinian population cen- 
tres to allow elections to go 
ahead until be feds the PNA 
is taking strong enough ac- . 
tion to prevent extre mis m. 

Peace Now’s interim plan 
would give the authority con- 
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trol over more than 90 peiv ■ . 
cent of the Palestinta.** 0 ?^ 
population and evacuate on^ 
five per cent of the settle-™* 
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Iraq dismisses threat of U.SS 
veto of moves to end sanctions 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq on Monday dfeanwoced a 
threat by U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright that 
Washington may veto moves 
to ease U J'l. sanctions saying 
it would step up efforts to 
thwart U.S. opposition to lift- 
ing the embargo. 

Safaa A1 Omar, head of 
the Iraqi external relations 
department, told AFP: “The 
threat of a veto shows the 
United States weakness and 
their concern in the face of 
the developing situation on 
sanctions withm the Security 
Council." 

He said Iraq would step up 
efforts at every level to en- 
sure tihe failure of die “U.S. 
pressure.” 

Meanwhile, Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein met gnth 
Russia's ultra-nationalist 
leader Vladimir Zhiiinovricy 
for three hours of talk* which 
the Russian described as “in- 
teresting and profound.” 

Mr. Zhirinovksy said in a 
press statement that the two 
discussed relations between 
their countries and efforts to 
lift die sanctions. 

He is acco mpan ied by a 
large delegation of Russian 
deputies and businessmen. 

Walking in fas hotel lobby 
over a mosaic portrait of for- 
mer U.S. Pres dent George 
Bush, Mr. Zhirinovsky 
smiled broadly as he left 
Baghdad's smartest hotel; the 


Al’RasW 
Black] 
outside a 
meetings 
foreign x 


cousin es waited 
I ferried him to 
ith ministers of 
irs, finance, oil. 


trade and bdustry and miner- 
als. 1 

The offtaal A1 Qadissiya 
daily sakiiDeputy Premier 
Taieq Aaz thanked Mr. 
Zhirinovskjfor “die role he 
played in cementing tics of 
cooperation and friendship 
with Rusriaf 

Ms. Albriht said in Pra- 
gue on Monday that 
Washington lad enotujh sup- 
port on die scanty fimnnl 
to block anjTmove to ease 
sanctions on fcraq. 

In a rcfenpce to Russia 
and France, iMs. Albright 
also said die hoped council 
members wbowanted a pre- 
mature cfaangd to die sane- 


mature chan] 
tions regime 
their minds 
the strength 
“There are 
council whov 


roold change 
jen they saw 
(opposition, 
rcnbexsofthe 
iud like to see 


some change in lie regime,” 
Ms. Albright top report e rs 
durag-a visit tdtbe Czech 
republic, one of fee 10 rotat- 
ing members erf ne council. 

But Ms. Albrigit, wpo is ; 
touring council member 
countries to drum support 
on Iraq, said thaiany such , 
move could be bloieti under . 
Security Council rfesl'.y -' 

“I must say that jW tiro has 
been very encouramgr she 


said after meeting Czech 
Foreign Minister Josef Ztele- 
niec. 

“I think that those who 
have intentions of moving 
this in a premature way wffl 
desist once they see that we 
have not only the blocking 
seven (votes) but probably a 
majority of the council on 
this very i m port a nt issue," 
^ie said. 

Mb. Albright d u r in g a visit 
to Kuwait said she had told 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber At 
Ahmad A1 Sabah, that 
Washington would use its 
veto “if necessary" on the 
Security Council to keep up 
die sanctions. 

In remarks pulished in 
state-run newspapers on 
Monday, President Saddam 
vowednot to let the sanctions 
that have devastated the Iraqi 
economy hinder reconstruc- 
tion. 

"The embargo is a weapon 
in the hands of the impo- 
tent,” he said. . 

“Iraqis’ huge natural re- 
sources and real wealth are 
soffioeht to make the embar- 
go something of the past.” 

President Saddam, whose 
remarks made no direct re- 
ference- to Ms. Albright's 
tour, said the lraqi govern- 
ment had honomed. whatever 
pledges it had made in the 
'past r . ' 

(Continued on py • 
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Home & Middle East News 


Shin Bet embroiled 
in wiretap scandal 


]TEL AVIV (AP) - Israel’s 
Min Bet security service is 
embroiled in scandal for 
allegedly tipping off a senior 
poUtitian under investigation 
that his telephone was tap- 

Attomey-General Michael 
Ben-Yair was reported Sun- 
day to be investigating the 
charges, after Police Minister 
Moshe Shahal said be was 
worried about other possible 
cases of interference. 

The publicity reflected an 
unprecedented degree of 
scrutiny about an agency 
once worshipped as a guar- 
dian angel of Israeli security. 
Its very existence was once a 
'state secret. 

The scandal emerged last 
week during the corruption 
trial of former Interior Minis- 
ter Arye Deri, who is-accused 
of illegally funnelling money 
to religious councils in the 
early 1990s. 

Prosecution witness 
Yaacov Shmnelevitz, a for- 
mer associate of the defen- 
dant, said Mr. Deri and 
others knew they were on a 
list of police wiretaps because 
Shin Bet agents leaked them 
the information in 1991. 

Top Israeli officials cla- 
moured for an investigation. 

“If there is a leak in a 
sensitive area of this type... 
this obligates us to know,” 

■ Mr. Shahal said. “There * 
‘ could be a much more serious 
problem: that this is not an 
isolated past incident." 

Communications Minister 
Shulamit Aloni said the re- 
velations were “horrible and 
shocking, totally opposed to 
proper government.” 

Israeli media reported Mr. 
Ben-Yair was “looking into" 
the charges but had not de- 
cided yet about a full-fledged 
inquiry. He was not available 
for comment. 

It was not the first time 
that the Shin Bet was under 
fire, but the first in years 
linking it to political scandal. 

Exposure of the Shin Bet 
used to be strictly forbidden 
by Israel’s military censor. 
The censorship has been 
eased since 1984, when the 
agency was criticised after 
two agents were accused of 
covering up the beating 
deaths of two Palestinian bus 
hijackers. Shin Bet head 


Avraham Shalom was forced 
to resign. 

A subsequent inquiry com- 
mission headed by Supreme 
Court Justice Moshe Landau 
severely chastised the Shin 
Bet in 1987 for more than 16 
years of systematic perjury, 
and demanded a housedean- 
ing. 

Mr. Landau also stirred 
controversy by authorising a 
so-called use of “moderate 
physical pressure” against 
Palestinian detainees. 

A top security official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, told the Associ- 
ated Press agency activities 
have been under tight con- 
trols ever since, ana that it 
has been more open to the 
media. 

“It’s better to give out in- 
formation than have it leak 
out partially and inaccurate- 
ly," be said. 

“It is becoming more and 
more open," admitted Uri 
Avnery. a former liberal law- 
maker and prominent editor, 
recalling the commotion 
raised in the 1950s when his 
Haolam Hazeh weekly first 
reported on Shin Bet, refer- 
ring to it as “the dark appar- 
atus.” 

Another sign of the new 
openness was unprecedented 
public debate about the 
appointment of a new secur- 
ity chief who was sworn in at 
a dosed-door ceremony. 

The new chief, who may 
only be referred to as K., is 
an expert on Israeli extrem- 
ists. 

Two top Shin Bet officials 
resigned in protest of the 
appointment, while Jewish 
.settlers in the West Bank 
complained that he would 
target them more than 
Palestinians. 

A copy of K.’s 1990 mas- 
ter’s thesis at Haifa Universi- 
ty, obtained by the Associ- 
ated Press, discloses his con- 
cerns about the settlers. 

“The ideological crimes of 
the extreme right are a direct 
and real threat to Israeli law 
and Israel’s existence as a 
democratic and free state," 
the paper said. 

“Israel's society and gov- 
ernment not only fail to de- 
fend themselves against this 
activity, but are reconciled to 
it,” it added. 


U.S. Jewish leaders want 
embassy moved to Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Top American Jew- 
ish leaders on Sunday said 
the United States should 
move its embassy from Tel 
Aviv to occupied Jerusalem. 

"We believe the American 
embassy belongs in Jeru- 
salem said Malcolm Hoen- 
lein, vice chairman of the 
visiting Conference of Presi- 
dents of Major American 
Jewish Organisations, the top 
body representing U.S. Jews. 

Conference Chairman Les- 
ter Pollack said there was "a 
movement” within the U.S. 
government to move the 
embassy. 

“The American Jewish 
/immunity has been une- 
/ '.i vocal... that Jerusalem is 
eternal capital of Israel,” 
Pollack said, 
ily a handful of countries 
established embassies in 
c lem. Most, like the 
^ States, have located 
/ iain representations in 
& /iv. 

” issue has been occa- 
. raised by Israel’s sup- 
porters. 

Senators Aifonse D’ Amato 
and Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
recently drafted an appeal to 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher urging the 
embassy be moved. 


But senior officials have 
said Jerusalem's status should 
be left open until Israel and 
Palestinians resolve the issiie. 
Talks on die city are to begin 
by 1996. , 

Martin Indyk, the U.S. 
ambassador-designatq to 
Israel, recently warned Con- 
gress that recognising Jeru- 
salem as the capital “vpuld 
explode the peace process 
and put us out of business as 
a facilitator." 

Leaders of the Presufenf s 
Conference, considered an 
influential lobby in Warning- 
ton, on issues relating to 
Israel, are holding theii40th 
annual gathering in Israel this 
week. I 

Mr. Pollack and Mr. Boen- 
lein, who met with reporters 
Sunday, also said the r be- 
lieved the American f reign 
aid package of some : 3 bil- 
lion annually to Israel tvould 
remain intact. I 

Mr. Hoenlein said there 
was a strong consensus in the 
United States that Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat Vas not 
upholding his underta ing to 
stem Palestinian : stacks 
against Israelis. 

He said Mr. Arafatshould 
"make a speech in Aubic to 
the Palestinian peope de- 
manding an end to viaence.” 
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Somali women marchfor 
peace after militia battles 


MOGADISHU (R) — Hun- 
dreds of Somali women de- 
manding peace held an un- 
precedented midnight march 
through the streets of Moga- 
dishu after a battle between 
rival militias using mortars 
and anti-aircraft guns.* . 

In a scene Somalis said 
they had never witnessed in 
four yeare of anarchy, crowds 
of young women in graceful 
red robes strode right into the 
battle zone past gangs of 
armed young men and their 




A SomaM woman who tried to take a mattress from the 
Mogadishu airport struggles with members of the Somali 
police. Somali police have been sent to the airport to prevent 


ft from being looted after U.N. troops withdraw in the 
coming days (AFP pinto) 


855 kilos of hashish seized in Jordan 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian anti- 
narcotics agents have inter- 
cepted a large haul of hashish 
believed to have originated in 
| Lebanon and arrested three 
Jordanians in connection 
with the foiled smuggling 
effort, security sources said 
Monday. 

They confirmed a report in 
the local press which said the 
haul, of S55 kilogrammes, 
was concealed in secret com- 
partments in a truck that 
arrived from Lebanon 
through Syria. 

The interception took 
place last Thursday after 
officers of the Anti-Narcotics 
Bureau, apparently acting 
upon a tip-off. kept the vehi- 
cle under surveillance from 
the moment it entered Jorda- 
nian territory, the report 
quoted Colonel Nazih 
Shreideh, head of the 
bureau, as saying. 

The smugglers sought to 
make use of the relative in- 
activity in the streets at the 
time of the usual Ramadan 
meal for their clandestine de- 


livery, but were arrested 
promptly. Col. Shreideh was 
quoted as 'saying. 

The hashish, which was 
discovered in fake fuel tanks 
attached to the underbody of 
tbe truck, is estimated to cost 
around JD 350,000 in street 
value. 

According to Col. 
Shreideh, the hashish is be- 
lieved to have originated in 
Lebanon. 

Jordan, where the number 
of addicts of various drugs 
are estimated at around 
7,000, mostly serves as a tran- 
sit point for drugs and most 
of the hauls intercepted by 
the local drug enforcement 
officials are destined for 
neighbouring countries, 
mainly Saudi Arabia. 

According to local statis- 
tics, 1.620 kilogrammes of 
hashish were seized this year, 
in addition to five kilogram- 
mes of hashish oil and small 
quantities of marijuana and 
heroin. Also seized were a 
small quantity of stimulant 
tablets. 

The local daily A1 Dustour 
said 104 people were sus- 
pected of m’voivertffent in the 
various hauls seized this year 


and 85 of them are under 
detention. 

Scaled down output in 
Lebanon 

The U.N. International 
Narcotics Control Board said 
Monday, drug cultivation in 
Lebanon, a once-thriving in- 
dustry, was reduced to just 13 
hectares in 1994. 

A reduced production of 
drugs m Lebanon means a 
reduced flow through Jordan. 

In rts 1994 annual report, 
the U.N. board congratu- 
lated Lebanon for suppres- 
sing drug crops but interna- 
tional drug dealers might use 
Lebanese banks for money 
laundering, Reuters re- 
ported. 

"Lebanon has achieved big 
successes. It has not fully 
eradicated, drugs but the suc- 
cess is a record," Ahmad 
Nada, director of the U.N. 
drug control programme in 
Lebanon, told a Beirut news 
conference. 

"Attempts at drug cultiva- 
tion did not go beyond 13 
hectares last year. This -does 
not compare with the areas 
that used to be cultivated in 


the past,” Mr. Nada said. 

The U.N. report's section 
on Lebanon said: "The board 
highly appreciates the suc- 
cessful eradication campaigns 
in Lebanon, which pot an end 
to die illicit cultivation of 
cannabis and the opium pop- 
py m the Bekaa Valley.” 

Thousands of hectares 
were under drug cultivation 
during the war in a well- 
managed business that 
brought in big money for 
warring militias controlling 
the drugs trade. 

Lebanese authorities and 
Syrian troops based in the 
Bekaa Valley have cooper- 
ated to suppress drug cultiva- 
tion since the end of the civil 


-“No more brother kilting 
brother, 1 * they chanted, 
hours after rival dan miHtjay. 
fought each other outside the 
gates of the United Nations-, 
controlled airfield where fore- 
ign troops were preparing to 
evacuate the country. 

The women tramped over 
the bloodstains of two bys- 
tanders wounded id the cross- 
fire of a battle that raged 
outside the A1 Sahafi hotel 
where journalists in tire dty 
take refuge after dusk. 

The fighting was between 
family groups of the Habre 
-Gedir efam of Mohammad 
Fatah Aideed, whose militias 
battled U.S.-led forces in 
Mogadishu in 1993. 

Somalis said at least three 
people were killed and many 
were wounded in seven boors 
of battles, but it was impossi- 
ble to assess total casualties. 

None of the shooting 
appeared to be directed at 
foreign troops in the U.N. 
bases at tire airport and tbe 
port, where U.S. and Italian 
forces are due to arrive tins 
week to cover tire final eva- 
cuation. 

* Dozens of U.S. and Italian 
soldiers are already camped 
at die U-N.-beld airfield, but 
the bulk of their forces are 


ernected to storm ashore a 
tire eariy hows of Tuesday 

^tS mission, 
"Operation UnM Shield, 
is to pta* the l^trong 
rearguard of Pakistani and 
Bangladeshi troops from 
Mogadishu’s sea poxt and 
port a l the dose of U.N- 
efforts to bring food, peace 
and government to Somalia. 

U.S. military office rs say 
they do not fear a direct 
assault from Somali miHrias 
but strays from “spjnover” 
fi ghting between clans could 
threaten tire foreign, forces. 

Tensions began building 
outside tire airport grtes cany 
on Sunday when militia fol- 
lowers of General Aideed set 
up a roadblock and denied 
anybody entry. 

Somali sources said a traf- 
fic jam of heavy vehicles 
trying to eater the gates built 
up along the road. Tbe vehi- 
cles were apparen tly owned 
by Osman Atto, Gen. 
Aideed’s former financier 
and right-hand man. 

Mr. Atto. a member of 
Gen. Aideed’s Habre Gedir 
Sa’ad sub-dan, has now split 
from his one-time leader. His 
“technicals” later aped down 
tire road towards the airport 
and dislodged Gen. Aideed’s 
rniTWaimwi in the battle that 

foflOWSu-' 

Somalis said' the clashes 
between sub-factions of Gen. 
Aideed’s dan could reflect an 
internal crisis in his lead- 
ership of the Somali National 
Alliance (SNA) militia. 

Gen. Aideed has made no 
recent public statements. 
Somalis say he has gone into 
biding in tire same maze of 
streets where he Imp knv dur- 
ing a U.N. hunt for him in 


Billiards craze 


srawss sweeps Gazans 


war. 

But the U.N. report 
warned: "The board draws 
the attention of the govern^ 
merit to the danger that illicit 
drug traffickers might 
attempt to use tbe banking 
system." 

It urged Lebanon to tight- 
en border controls and urged 
rich donor countries to boost 
aid' to- help replace tile drugs 
trade* wittr other income- 
generating occupations. 


U.N. embargo crushes Iraqi middle classes 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
four-year United Nations 
embargo on Iraq is crushing 
the country’s middle classes 
with sky-high inflation while 
failing to weaken tbe govern- 
ment of President Saddam 
Hussein. 

“We can hold for another 
10 years. We have succeeded 
in preventing the country 
from sinking into famine,” 
Information Minister Hamad 
Yousef Humadi told AFT. 

His defiance came as the 
United States launched a di- 
plomatic offensive to turn 
bade a growing tide of sup- 
port to lift tbe U.N. sanctions 
imposed after Iraq’s August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations Madeleine 
Albright visited Oman and 
Kuwait at tbe weekend as 
part of a mission to lobby 
countries in the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council to withstand what 
a U.S. diplomat said was 
“premature” French and 
Russian moves to have the 
crippling oil and trade embar- 


A European diplomat in 
the Iraqi capital said, howev- 
er, that “everybody agrees 
tbe sanctions cannot over- 


throw the government, and 
everybody agrees that the 
middle dass and the intel- 
ligentsia are really suffering.” 

Public officials make up 
tire middle dass in Iraq which 
abandoned its strict socialist 
economy in 1987 to encour- 
age private enterprise. 

They number around 
935,000 with a total of six 
million dependants out of 
Iraq’s estimated population 
of IS million. 

And it is they who are 
particularly hard bit by sanc- 
tions, especially in the coun- 
try's big dries of Baghdad, 
Basra in the south of Mosul 
and Kirkuk in the north. 

Since cuts in October gov- 
ernment rations only cover 
around half of Iraqis’ daily 
food needs, tbe U.N. says. 

A bonus given to public 
employees to compensate 
falling rations is now worth- 
less because of runaway infla- 
tion. 

The Iraqi dinar, which was 
worth S3 .2 before the inva- 
sion of Kuwait, now ex- 
changes at 90S dinars to the 
dollar on the black market. 

A tray of 30 eggs, which 
cost 13 dinars before tbe 1991 
Gulf war, now costs 1,600 


dinars. 

At 1,400 dinars a roast 
chicken represents half a 
month’s pay packet for a 
minor official, one employee 
told AFP. 

Retired officials are even 
worse off. The monthly pen- 
sion of a former senior offi- 
cial can be stuck at 240 or 250 

dinar s. 

Many are reduced to sell- 
ing family possessions on the 
streets, such as books and 
pictures. Intellectuals make a 
few hundred extra dinars by 
doing translations while pro- 
fessors drive taxis to try to 
make ends meet. 

Others take a risk by living 
off dollars that relatives have 
smuggled from abroad. The 
most desperate turn to crime, 
despite the threat of amputa- 
tions for thieves, while their 
children beg in tbe street. 

Another option is to seek a 
new fife abroad, and many 
set off for neighbouring Jor- 
dan without being sure of 
getting a visa. 

Meanwhile traders, indus- 
trialists, craftsmen and far- 
mers are faring better under 
the U.N. sanctions. 

The market in Mahmu- 
diya, 25 kilometres south of 


Baghdad, is well-stocked 
although customers are few 
and far between. 

Adnan Khobeir Dayer sells 
shovels for .2,650 dinars there 
compared to 1,000 dinars a 
year ago. Sometimes he sells 
a couple, sometimes none, 
but says “thanks be to God” 
be can’t complain. 

Neither can traders in the 
wealthy Baghdad suburb of 
Mansnr, where restaurants 
are packed full every night 
with the end of the dawn-to- 
dusk Ramadan fast. 

Two million people depend 
on Iraq’s private sector and a 
similar figure is employed 
with the ruling Baath party, 
tbe government, army offic- 
ers and intelligence services. 

If they are not all well-off 
then they are certainly not in 
need, one diplomat said. 

“The people suffer and 
they desperately need some 
help, but the establishment is 
in a good mood," be said. 

The U.N. Security Council 
is to review the sanctions in 
mid-March. Ms. Albright 
said the U.S. would use its 
veto as a last resort to pre- 
vent any easing of tbe embar- 
go- - 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — B&* 
Hards may be considered a 
sign of misspent youth in 
many parts of the world, but 
it is the latest craze in Gaza 
where young men play late 
into the night with the 
approval of even Mamie 
hardliners. 

; With no cinema, theatre or 
. much to watch on the ma n 
screen, the game has spread 
rapidly through tile towns 
and refugee camps prov i din g 
a desperately needed cheap 
SOUrce of ^mgrtaimnwrf 
Police have been moved to 
order early dosing times and 
issue permits, but otherwise 
billiards fe widely accepted. 

Tbe rules are straightfor- 
ward: no -women, gambling 
or alcoholic drinks. 

“It’s not that women, are 
officially banned, but we 
would have to empty die 
place for than so that no one 
harasses them," said Salem 
Abu Aasi, who works at one 
new bflfiards room. 

“We also check people, 
just by their looks, arid keep 
troublemakers out.” 

He said they had no need 
for guards, - especially as 
“poficeroen and security men 
are customers here.” 
Members of the Mamie 
Resistance Movement 
Hamas check in on the par- 
lours to make sure no one 
behaves in an un-Islamic 
fashion, and occasionally en- 
joy a game. 

Tbe group was suspected 
of setting fire to a couple of 
movie theatres during vio- 
lence between fundamental- 
ists and Palestinian police in 
November that left 12 people 


November that left 12 people 
dead. 

Tire sole' bdfiards hall in 
town dosed down with tire 
intifada which broke out at 


“Even some of the younger 
Hamas members come m far 
a game — sometimes." 

Mr. Jargboun said there 
were 10 more parlours in 
Khan Yanis which, like his, 
stayed open until tbe early 
horns of tire morning before 
police last month imposed 
midnight dosing. 

Catering to low income 
customers from the nearby 
camps, Mr. Jargjboun charges 
two shekels a game, one 
shekel less than in Gaza Qty. 

Stiff, he said players owed 
him a total of 4,000 shekels 
(51,300). 

“I let tbe men who have no 
jobs pay me later — and they 
usually do,” he said. 

BiDSards suits people's wal- 
lets, especially following re- 
peated Israeli dosures of the 
Strip in the wake of suicide 
bombings, throwing 
Palestinians out of work. 




tire end of 1967. It had a 
reputation for gambling and 
never reopened. 

Now parioms with names 
such as tire Union Club and 
the Sports Club have sprung 
up across foe Strip. 

. _ “The closest we get tq bet- 
ling is when the losexs pay for 
the game, or buy a.round.of 
soda,” said Mohammad 
Zorieq, a policeman who re- 
turned from Tunis after tire 
start of sdf-iule in May. 

“It’s a fine game, it needs 
calm and concentration,” he 
said as more young men filed 
into tbe smoke-filled parlour 
to wait for their turn. 

“I have two employees just 
to watch for knives, drags, or 
gambling,” said Asaacf Jar- 
gboun, owner of a ’cafeteria 
and bfllar ds room on the out- 
skirts of the Khan Yanis re- 
fuge^ camp in southern 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

174)0 Lc Prince El La Sircnc 

17 JO OucLc Midi uer Gagne 

I8HM Enuka J'ai Tout Faux 

lfeOO News in French 

19M Portrait 

19=30 Profiles of ihc Muslim World 

19:50 Home Improvement 

28:15 RoadtoAvonlca 

21:10 The Nature of Things 

22:00 News in English 

vj-nn Watergate 

Z3£9 

Feature film: “Blind Witness" 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:44 Fajr 

Q6.-QI fSBartejJJuha 

1 1>48 Dhuhr 

ISriB - ■••• 'AS r 

17 JS Maghreb 

I8c 52 ‘Ww 

CHURCHES 

St. Maty of Naureth Own* 
Swdffch, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

Sl Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Anan d a rin a Tel. 
637440. 

De b Safe Church Td. 661757 
ToTBSBBCta Church Tel: 622366 
Chare* of the Amradatfam Td. 
623541. 


Church Tcf. 63051. Td. 


Armenian CatbaBc Cbf-cfa Td. 
771331. I 

Arme n ian Orthodox Cvrdi Td. 
773261. T 

St. Ephrafan Ctmrch Tl 771751. 
Amman Inter na tional Qmfa Td. 
6S2S26. 

EvangrUcal Lutheran ( arch Tel: 
824328. 

GermuKpeakhig taagdical 
Congregation Td. 684 >5 
The Church of Jess® Christ at 
Latter-Day Safaris Td. 654932 
Chords of Nazarene ’ll. 67 5691. 
The Evangelical LocniCtmrch In 
Amman I 

Td. 811295. i 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


WEAT 

Bulletin sup/died 
ment of Mclcoroi 


jibe Dcpjri- 


It will sunny wiiMcmpcreturcs 
rising further and linds easterly 
light lo moderate. InAqaba. winds 
anil be northerly more rale and seas 
calm. I 

MmJMax. temp. 

Amman | 5/18 

Aqaba / 10 • 25 

Deserts J. 3/20 

Jordan Valley — -1 11/23 

Yesterday's bigi te mpera t ur es; 
Amman 16. Aqsm 24. Humidity 
readings: Amnd 30 per cent. 
Aqaba 33 per Cy l - 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

' NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Gfaalcb Zawaiddi 73601 1 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayim 620] L5 

Dr. Khaldovn Asfour 699440 

Dr. Adnan ZaghJouJ 898140 

Fires pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukb pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 6«4«M5 

Stuncsani pharmacy 637660 

Nairauib pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


HWDi 

Dr. Mohammad Al HDu .... 279773 
A Iquds pharmacy (—1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziyad Tamm ( — ) 

Khaliteh pharmacy 935417 


emergencies 

Food Control Centre 637111 


Civil Defence Department 661111 
Gvil Defence immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emerg en cy 199 

Rescue Poiicc 192. 621 111. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Compfeints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Muiridpaliiy 

Complaint* 787111 

Telephone Information 

I directory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaHs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

A bdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741)) 

Water Authority 660100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Aha lull. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

64428 Wb 

Akiicfa Maternity, J. Ama. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Sbmcisara Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AFMmsfacr Hospital 667227/9 

77k Wamic. A bdaS 666127/37 

AI-AhE. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ... 77710V3 
Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marks — 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

I bn Sim Hnnntai (09)986732 

AiHikaaModcmHcmiul (09)990990 
BOB): 

Princess Bamn Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Citiwfc Hospital (02)272275 
IbnAI Nates Hoqpuai (02)247100 

AQABA: ' 

Princes HsyaHflspital „(fl3)3l41II 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This infbnaathm is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) bmnnadon 
department at tbe Queen AHa In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)53200. 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 


(Terminal 1) 

N40 Jnkarta. KuaLe Lumpur (SJ 

87 JO Damascus (RJ 

69:15 — ... Aqaba ml 

•MS Abu Dhabi (RJ 

6fe5S Muscat. Dubai iRI) 

16:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

lfc» — Cairo (RJ) 

17:66 London, Frankfurt t RJ) 

17J0 ... Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


6436 Vienna (OS) 

It-JI Aba Dhabi (Ri 

I4t25 ..... Romc(AZ) 

That Bcinu (ME 

Zfc26 — Amsterdam (XL 
23d* Bucharest (RO 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

— — Aqaba (RJ) 

6fc25 Amsterdam, New (E*^ 

11:99 Monacal. Toronto (RJ) 

I1-J6 Vienna. Paris (RJ) 

11:35 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

1*60. — London (RJ) 

1*36 ...... Frankfort, Brussels (RJ j 

12*5 Cairo (RJ) 

1930.. Jeddah (RJ) 

J665 — ... Larnaca (RJ) 

*36 — Jeddah (RJT 

21:28 ...... Abu Dhabi. Dnbu (RJ) 

22:16 

Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (Rj> 
Oth«r Righto (Terminal 2) 


0&45™ DaauocBj.Para(AP) 

#W# — Damascus. Bahrain (GF) 
this ....... Larnaca. Rome (AZJ 

I3sS6 — Vienna (OS) 

1525 — — ; — DamascnMZ) 
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•6*66. Bucharest (R0) 
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Israel tries to expel PNA policeman to Jordan 


KING HOSTS IFTAR: His Majesty King 
Hnssein Monday hosts an iftar in honour 
of tribal leaders and re pr e se nt a tives of 
public and private institutions in Ajtotm 
Governorate. The banquet was attended 
by His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Royal Court Chief Marwan A1 


Qasem, Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’ad 
Ben Zeid, the King’s private chamberlain 
All Ben Nayef, the King’s advisor on 
tribal affairs Sharif Fawwaz A1 Zaben, 
the Ajknm governor and the Imam of the 
Royal Court. The King and the guests 
performed AI Maghreb prayers together. 


By a Jordan Urns Staff Report 

AMMAN — Jordan on 
Monday refused to accept a 
Palestinian security officer 
whom Israel wanted to ex- 
pel to the Kingdom across 
the King Hussein Bridge, 
and the fate of the man 

remainedundear._ _ 

Israeli media reported 
that Mohammad Jamil 
Issawi, a member of the 
Palestinian police force in 
autonomous Gaza Strip 
and Jericho, was brought to 
the bridge across die Jor- 
dan River on Monday, but 
that the Jordanian govern- 
ment refused to allow him 
entry. 

• No comment was im- 
mediately available from 
Jordanian authorities on 
the affair late Monday. It 
was believed that the man 
remained on the Israeli- 
controlled side of the King 
Hussein Bridge crossing. 

Officials have said in the 
past that Jordan would not 


let Israel deport Palesti- 
nians to Jordanian terri- 
tory. Tins Jordanian stand 
prompted Israel to turn to 
Lebanon as the dumping 
ground for expelled Palesti- 
nians. 

Palestinian Ambassador 
to Jordan Omar Khatib 
said Jordan had' informed 
Israel that it would not 
accept the policeman. 

“The Israelis should 
hand him over to the 
Palestinian (National) Au- 
thority** in Gaza and 
Jericho, Mr. Khatib told 
the Jordan Times. “Jordan 
has nothing to do with the 
man.** 

Ahmad Qonriea, minis- 
ter of economy in the PNA, 
described the Israeli 
attempt to expel the man to 
Jordan as a violation of the 
autonomy accord between 
Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(FLO). 

Mr. Issawi was arrested 
by Israeli security forces on 


Jan. 16 at a military check- 
point between Israel and 
the Gaza Strip. 

According to FLO. offi- 
cials quoted in agency re- 
ports from occupied Jeru- 
salem, Mr. Issawi was car- 
rying a forged identity card 
and was suspected by Israel 
of attacking alleged Palesti- 
nian collaborators. * 

Israel believed that Mr. 
Issawi arrived in the Gaza 
Strip with a forged identity 
along with the thousands of 
Palestinian policemen who 
entered the territory in 
May last year when the 
Mediterranean strip and 
Jericho went under Palesti- 
nian autonomy, the reports 
said. 

Mr. Issawi, a leading 
FLO security officer, is sus- 
pected of involvement in- 
attacks on Israelis before 
the 1993 Israeli-PLO 
autonomy accord, Israeli 
security sources quoted by 
Reuter said. 

They said Mr. Issawi is 
suspected of entering die 


Gaza Strip under a false 
name and involvement in 
armed attacks against 
IsraeL 

Israel says- Mr. Issawi, 
who once served on FLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s 
elite Force 17, later joined 
a more militaizt wmg of Mr. 
Arafat’s Fateh movement 
known as thfrWesteraSec- 

tor, which is blacklisted by 

Israel. 

Security sources said 
Israel had tamed down a 
request by the Palestinian 
National Authority to let 
400 members of the force, 
now residing in Jordan, re- 
turn to the self-rule areas. 

Palestinian officials had 
said after Mr. Tssawi’s 
arrest that his expulsion 
could set a bad precedent 
for thousands of other PLO 
officials now Eying in Gaza 
and Jericho. 

Thousands of PLO fight- 
ers, retrained as police- 
men, returned to police the 
self-role areas after Israel 
handed them over to the 


PNA last May. 

Israeli radio .said Israel 
.refused in offer from fb& 
Palestinian Authority to 
take bbw into the self-rule 
areas. — r~ 

Tbe army refused to con- 
firm or deny the report. 

The radio <fid not specify 
the charges held against 

Mr. Issawi. • . 

Colonel Jibril Rajoub, 
secret police chief in the 
self-rule enclave of Jericho, 
denied Mr. Issawi was a 
member of the Palestinian 
police force and said be 
entered the territories on a 
tourist visa! ■ 

■ A senior Jordanian offi- 
cial said later Saturday: “I 
can confirm that this man 
neither crossed the bridge 
yesterday nor today (Mon- 
day).” 

"On top of that, we were 
neither approached by the . 
Palestinians nor by the 
Isr a elis on the subject,*' 
Renter quoted the official 
as saying. 


Press department director 
sues Al Majd weekly 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
director of the Press and Pub- 
lications Department, 
Mohammad Amin, is suing 
AI Majd weekly for allegedly 
violating the Press and Pub- 
lications Law by printing an 
article that disparages the 
Presdent of the United Arab 
Emirates, Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan Al Nahayan. The Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
which reported the move said 
Mr. Amin is taking the week- 
ly to court for violating Arti- 
cle 40 of the press law that 
prevents newspapers from 
publishing articles undermin- 
ing Jordan’s ties with other 
Arab countries. 

Petra said the newspaper 


was taken to court several 
times for violating the law, 
especially in areas har ming 
Jordanian ties with other 
Arab countries. 

In its Monday issue, Al 
Majd published a front-page 
article in the form of a Rama- 
dan quiz that it attributed to 
the uAE president. 

The newspaper said h re- 
ceived the one-million- 
dirham (the UAE’s currency) 
question, “which seems to be 
written by Sheikh Zayed bat 
most likely circulated by his 
opponents,” via fox. 

The newspaper said the 
quiz was very absurd despite 
the one-million-dirham prize. 


France issues statement 
bn shooting of envoy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Follow- 
ing is the text of the embassy 
of France in Amman state- 
ment issued Monday on the 
shooting- incident in Wadi 
NJujib which, left a FreTiiiih 
- dip lomat - .seriously” -wodrrefed 


last ‘-Friday. ' J0i 

The French embassy 
wishes to highlight the fol- 
lowing explanations about 
the assault last Friday, Feb. 
'24, on French Embassy 
Second Secretary Gilks Hein 
and his wife: 

— The assault lasted for a 
period of 20 minutes from 
12:30 noon until 12:50. 

— Mr. and Mrs. Hein were 
taking photos at the resth- 
ouse overlooking Wadi Mu- 
jib, about 100 kilometres 
south of Amman, when they 
were attacked by two persons 
and there was nothing in the 
way the two French people 
dressed or behaved that 
prompted the attack. Mr. and 
Mrs. Heins were not eating, 
drinking or smoking and did 
not cany any foods or drinks. 
Generally, embassy staff 
members in Jordan know the 
local customs and are keen to 
respect them. 

— The French embassy 
does not at the present have 
details about the motives of 


the assailants, and the con- 
cerned Jordanian authorities 
are still investigating the inci- 
dent. 

— The primary evidence 
we have (especially that the 
■young married coupler were at 
4 the place In an unplanned 
manner) affirm that France 
or the French Interests were 
not targe tted by the attack. 

— Mr. Hein underwent 
primary checkups and X-rays 
at Madaba Hospital and then 
was transported by a Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces helicop- 
ter to AJ Hussein Medical 
Centre. He then underwent a 
highly-professional, six-hour 
surgery there. The medical 
care he received at the centre 
was exceptional and Mr. 
Hein is no more in danger 
and is currently recuperating 
at the centre. 

— The Jordanian author- 
ities have showed interest in 
the case of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hein and towards the French 
embassy throughout the 
ordeal. This manifests the 
friendship relations existing 
between the two countries. 
The French community in 
Jordan was moved by all the 
solidarity initiatives taken 
and expressed by several 
Jordanian citizens. 


HOWE NEWS IN BRIEF 

Crescent moon to mark end of Ramadan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh 
Izzeddin Al Khatib Al Tamimi Monday issued a statement 
calling on the public to watch for the crescent (new moon) 
for the month of Shawal of 1415 Hijri year which falls on 
Wednesday March l, 1995. The new moon marks the end 
of the holy month of Ramadan. The statement called on 
whoever spots the new moon to report it to any Sharia 
court as all such courts will be open until evening of that 
day. Should the moon be spotted on Wednesday, the next 
day would mark the first day of Eid AJ Frtr. 

Supply ministry officers to stay open during Eid 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Supply Monday 
announced that its offices will remain open in various 
governorates during the Eid Al FitT holiday except for the 
first day. It said that any violation or acts of profiteering by 
the merchants and traders could be reported to these 
offices and prompt action would be taken against the 
violators of ministry regulations. 

Rawabdeh, Oman envoy discuss education 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Premier and Minister of 
Education Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh conferred in his office 
Monday with Omani ambassador to Jordan Mohammad 
Ben Saltan Al Bousaeed on educational cooperation. The 
minister told the ambassador that Jordan was ready to 
second teachers from the Ministry of Education to work in 
Omani schools. He also briefed the ambassador on plans 
under way for overhauling the educational system in the 
country. 

Britain presents equipment to PSD 

AMMAN (Petra) — British Ambassador Peter Hinchdiff 
Monday presented the Public Security Department (PS D) 
with a collection of equipment used in combating illicit 
drug trade. The gift was presented to PSD Director 
lieutenant General Abdul Rahman Al Udwan who voiced 
Jordan's appreciation. According to Lt. Gen. Udwan, the 
new equipment will enable police to uncover drugs hidden 
in vehicles. The ambassador said Britain appreciates the 
PSD’s efforts in combating drug trafficking. 


Father, daughter found dead 
after 10 days — authorities 


By Rana Hnssemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

ZARQA — The decom- 
posed bodies of a 75-year- 
old man and his daughter 
were discovered Sunday by 
their landlord, police and 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) reports said. 

An autopsy revealed that 
Abdul Kader Hassan and 
his 20-year-old daughter, 
Amal, died of carbon 
monoxide poisoning; au- 
thorities estimated that the 
deaths occurred about 10 
days ago, the reports said. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times Monday that 
the inhalation of fames 
from a kerosene stove was 1 
believed to be the cause of 
the death. 

“We found Mr. Hassan's 
body in the bathroom, and 
his daughter's in her bed- 
room/' the police official 
said, 

... A. next-door neighbour 
fold the Jordan Times that 
.Mr. Hassan used to sit out- 
side tile bouse every day, 
“but all of a sudden he 
disappeared.” 


“I used to see him every 
day sitting on a chair 
watching us play, but we 
stopped seeing him ten 
days ago,” Ahmad Silawi, 
a neighbour, told the Jor- 
dan Times, adding that Mr. 
Hassan’s daughter was 
mentally HI, and she sel- 
dom left the bouse. 

A dose relative of the 
family told the Jordan 
Times that Mr. Hassan 
moved to the area five 
years ago after he had an 
argument with his sons ab- 
out his daughter. 

“AbduL Kader’s sons 
wanted him to send his 
daughter to an orphanage 
because she was mentally 
ill, but he refused and pre- 
ferred to live with his 
daughter alone,” said the 
relative. 

“It is too bad that no- 
body asked about the man, 
and that he was only re- 
membered when it was 
time to ■ collect the rent 
money/!' . one .neighbour 
said. 

CDD statistics for 1994 
showed that there were 362 
suffocation cases reported 
resulting in the death of 34 


people and injury to 455. 

Stove beaters accounted 
for 182 incidents which re- 
sulted in five deaths and 
injury to 20 people. 

Police follow np on 
child IriHmg 

Meanwhile, the Public 
Security Department 
(PSD) Sunday formed a 
higher investigative com- 
mittee to follow up on the 
case of the 10-year-old Zar- 
qa child who was found 
murdered three days ago. 

The body of Samar Has- 
san G. was found dumped 
near a pfle of rocks near the 
Tabarbour area by a 
shepherd two days after the 
gill was reported missing 
by her family. 

Police officials had said 
that the child had been 
sodomised and was strang- 
led to death. 

“At this point we have 
nothing to reveal about the 
case, we, are -still investigat- 
ing the incident and when 
■we apprehend the 'killer/s 
we will inform the media,” 
a police official told the 
Jordan Times Monday. 






Minister of Finance Basel Jardaneh and 
U.S. Ambassador to Jordan Wesley W. 


Egan sign a loan for wheat purchases 
agreement from the UJS. (Petra photo) 


U.S. lends Jordan $15m to buy grain 


AMMAN (API — The Un- 
ited States and Jordan Mon- 
day signed an agreement 
under which Washington will 
lend Amman $15 nnffiou to 
finance a purchase of.’wheait 
and com fronrU.JL sources. 
* ‘ • 

A UJS. embassy statement 
said the agreement was 
signed by Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh and U.S. 


Ambassador Wesley W. 
Eon. 

The credit will be used to 
buy 60,000 tonnes of wheat 
and 45,000 tonnes of com, 

■ the statemenr said. " 7 

h; v ' *' 

•The/Ioan, which carries; 
two per cent interest for the; 
first seven years and three 
per cent thereafter, will be 
repaid in 24 annual install- 


ments beginning in 2002. 

The' $15 nriffion loan will 
be deposited in an interest- 
bearing account in the Cen- 


kpent-on ~ agricultural " 3e- 
yelqjffl^orprojects mutually 
agreed upon by the govern- 
ment of Jordan and the Un- 
ited States government, the 
statement said. 


Tourism team to participate 
in Berlin travel conference 


Iraqi, Jordanian parliamentarians 
discuss embargo, coordination 


AMMAN (Petra l — Jurdan 
will lake purl in a fixctla) 
international conference oil 
travel and uuiriMii ne\t 
month in a hid to promote 
the marketing of its tourist 
attractions, according to the 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities. Monday. 

An official said that Minister 
ot Tourism Abdul Hah Al 
Khalih will lead a delegation 
representing the private and 
public sectors as well as 
Roxal Jordanian at the con- 
icrcnec which is due to he 


held in Berlin on March 4. 

The Berlin conference, 
which is an annual exent. is 
considered one ot the most 
significant specialised world 
gatherings and is normally 
attenxled b\ most countries of 
the xxorld am.1 numerous 
traxel and tourist firms and 
(our operators in addition to 
xvorld airlines, xvorid trans- 
port companies and hotels, 
said the official in a statement' 
Mondax . 

On the sidelines »f the 
conference, the ministrx xxill 
organise a special xxing de- 


signed to intr iducc tile visi- 
tors and the conferees on 
Jordan's tourism and 
archaeological attractions. 

The Jordanian delegation 
will present documentary 
films and slide shows and will 
distribute leaflets and blook- 
lets depicting Jordanian 
attractions, said the official. 

According to the ministry . 
Germany is considered one 
of the major European mar- 
kets for Jordanian tourism. It 
said nearly 35 JUKI German 
tourists xisited the Kingdom 
during I l W4. 


UNIMED office established 
at the University of Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A visiting 
Iraqi parliamentary delega- 
tion and two Lower Horae 
deputies Monthly addressed 
issues related to the U.N. 
embargo on Iraq and coor- 
dination between Arab par- 
liaments. 

Senate Speaker Ahmad 
Lawzi fold toe Iraqi delega- 
tion, led by Abdul Wahab AI 
Jfiti, that Jordan will con- 
tinue to back pan-Arab 
causes. 

Jordan realises the extent 
of sufferings facing the Iraqi 
people as a result of the 
sanctions and sincerely hopes 
that the ordeal of the Iraqi 
people will end soon, said 
Mr. Lawzi. 


Mr. Lawzi also called on 
Arab parliaments to coordin- 
ate their positions regarding 
regional ami international 
issues in the meetings of the 
infer-pa rii a men tary onion. 

Mr.Hrti commended the 
Jordanian stand vis-a-vis 
Arab canses and echoed Mr. 
Lawzfs views that the Arab 
parliaments ought to ' unify 
their stand and jointly con- 
front problems facing the na- 
tion. 

Addressing the speaker of 
the Lower House, Sa’ed 
Hayel Sroor, Mr. Hfti re- 
viewed current e ffor t s to end 
inter-Arab differences and the 
role of the Arab parliaments 
at regional and international 


levels to serve the pan- Arab 
causes. 

He also discussed with Mr. 
Sroor ways for promoting 
Jordanian-Iraqi cooperation 
mpaifiameatary affairs. 

Following tiie meetings, 
Mr. Hiti told Jordan Televi- 
sion that Baghdad supported 
Jordan’s drive to coo r dinate 
tiie stands of Arab countries’ 
parliaments. . 

He said the Jordanian lead- 
ership has always adopted a 
moderate and balanced 
strategy in its relations with 
the other Arab countries — 
so m et hin g appreciated by tiie 
Iraqi government and peo- 
ple. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In imple- 
mentation of an agreement 
reached last November be- 
tween the University of the 
Mediterranean (UNIMED), 
and the University of Jordan 
(UJ), an office within UJ 
campus Monday was formally 
established to serve as a link 
between jhe UNIMED head- 
quarters in Rome, and the UJ 
and other Jordanian universi- 
ties. a UJ statement said. 

The official name of this 
office is The University of 
Jordan Office for Regional 
Cooperation with the Uni- 
versity of the Mediterranean, 
the statement said. 

The office is located al the 
Administration Building and 
is affiliated to the office of 
President Fawzi Gharaibeh. 
Kamel Mahadin. chairman of 
the Department of 
Architectural Engineering 
has been assigned as repre- 
sentative of this office. 

The main objectives of this 
regional cooperation office. 
Dr. Mahadin said, are to 
promote and encourage in- 
terregional exchanges, and to 
create numerous networks of 
training and research among 
universities of the region. 

The office shall look in*o 
possibilities of coo pe rat . 
between the various campus 
communities of (he 
Mediterranean region, and 
shall contribute to increasing 
the involvement of faculty, 
researchers, students, and 
administrative staff of the UJ 


in the various UNIMED 
programmes, he said. 

In addition, it will be en- 
trusted with informing facul- 
ty, researchers, and students 
on the various UNIMED 
programmes, and will circu- 
late information ami docu- 
mentation to them on the 
possibilities of inter-regional 
cooperation within the 
Mediterranean, Dr. Mahadin 
added. 

The office will also coor- 
dinate the missions and the 
various exchanges of faculty, 
researchers, and students 
from Jordan, within the 
framework of the European 
Union programmes. 

It wul handle all corres- 
pondence exchanged be- 
tween institutions of higher 
education and research in 
Jordan and tiie UNIMED 
headquarters. 

In its capacity as a unique 
centre in Jordan. Dr. Maha- 
din explained, the office shall 
act as a regional correspon- 
dent for the UNIMED' In- 
formation Bulletin and the 
review entitled: The Uni- 
versity of the Mediterranean. 

Likewise, the office will 
follow up on the activities of 
the various scientific net- 
works of which the UJ is a 
member, and will undertake 
deliberations on themes of 
common interest which 
would involve the UJ, other 
Jordanian universities, and 
the universities of European 
countries of the Mediterra- 


nean. 

Speaking about UNIMED, 
Dr. Mahadin said, UNIM- 
ED, which was founded in 
1991 under the auspices of 
the University of Rome “La 
Sapienza”, is an association 
of 51 universities from coun- 
try e s bordering ttae 
Mediterranean. 

It aims to enrich these 
highly specialised areas of 
universities which are present 
in tins geographic region and 
to promote interdisciplinary 
post-graduate training, he 


Islamic council issues proposal 
to combat drug abuse, trafficking 


UNIMED’s structure, said 
Dr. Mahadin is based on both 
tiie mobility and the ex- 
change of human and cultural 
resources, and it ensures a 
constant flow of information 
and steady relations among 
the participating universities. 

This contributes to the on- 
going process of integration 
between Europe and the 
Mediterranean area, he said. 

Besides its central office in 
Rome, UNIMED has branch 
offices in Rabat, Malta, 
Cairo, and Montpellier. New 
offices will shortly be opened 
in Lyon and Tunis, said Dr. 
Mahadin. 

Together with the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, the orga- 
nisation of a three-day work- 
shop in A mniMn is currently 
planned. Tins workshop is 
entit led “T he Development 
in Industrial and Agricultural 
Fields” 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Concerned with 
what it sees as the rising. drug 
abuse and drug trafficking 
problem, the Amman-based 
Council of Islamic Organisa- 
tions and Societies in Jordan 
(CIOS) Monday distributed 
an 11-point proposal to Arab 
and foreign diplomatic mis- 
sions in Jordan aimed at cur- 
tailing the serious consequ- 
ences of drag misuse on 
xvorid societies. 

The CIOS statement, 
which was signed by council 
secretary general Abdul Latif 
Subeihi, suggested the fol- 
lowing steps to be taken by 
various nations and organisa- 
tions to stem drug trafficking: 

1- Holding an international 
conference to work out a new 
international agreement 
binding to all countries. 

2- That each country issue 
laws imposing heavy penal- 
ties on those convicted of 
illicit drugs ttStfiog. 

. 3- Confiscating drug traf- 
fickers’ fixed and movable 
assets. 

4- Conducting medical 
tests on vehicle drivers to 
ensure that they arenot drug 
abusers. 

5- Conducting tests cm job 
applicants. 

6- Conducting tests on uni- 
versity students and factory 


workers and dismissing these 
found involved in drags. 

7- Allocating large finan- 

cial rewards to those who 
cooperate with the author; 
it ji pi info ilmg drug t mffidmig 
attempts. - . . ’ r - 

8- Issuing an international 
warning to countries growing’ 
plants used for illicit 'drags. 

9- Confiscating lands used 
for growing such plants. 

10- Exchanging informa- 

tion among countries on 
means of combating drag 
problems. - - - - 

11- Inflicting heavy punish-" 
meats on firms that manufac- 
ture or sell such iffitit drugs. 

The memorandum accom- 
panying in the ll-jroint prop- 
osal coincided with tiie re- 
lease Monday of a report by 


the International Narcotics 
Control Board (INCB) based 
in Vienna on the world drug 
-situation during 199 L. 

The report included re- 
commendations for increas- 
ing the effectiveness of the 
international . drag control 
conventions. 

-The board, which regularly 
reviews the world drag scene 
and inteniatiianal compliance 
with convraakjns. focused in 
this report on how effective 
those' treaties have been in 
-preventing - drag' abuse ' and 
illicit trafficking in narcotics. 

The INCB. was established 
in 1968 as an independent 
and quasi-judicial control 


organ .for the implementation 
of the U.N. drug control 


treaties. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

sV Display of Bani Hamida new designs of rugs at the Bani 
Hamida House. Jahal Amman (Tel.. 658696). 

Exhibition of -oil paintings hv' Suhah.IbirahniLat Al Bavraq 
Art Gallery. Sports City folcrsccthu (Tel. 6X8701}. - 

Exhibition of handicrafts by Hinmig Kuymjian at the Koxal 
Cultural Centre. 

w Photo exhibition at the Friends of Archaeology Centre. 

•.'.'““Young America “’-.exhibit (with ■ photographs featuring 
Americans, of all agfisl .at the American. Centre. 


Complex GaBeryj - ,c : ' 

u- Book cxhtbrtioa-'-al rtbc Royal . Cultural- Centre. 














i World News 

South African government 
to crack down on lawlessness 

ANC creates disciplinary committee 


PRETORIA (A ^encicji) — 
President Nelson Mandela's 
government Monday read the 

riot act to criminals, 
announcing plans to crack- 
down nn violent crime and 
lawlessness after a meeting 
here with security top brass. 

After being briefed on the 
security situation in the eoun- 
try. Mr. Mandela said in a 
statement that police would 
develop a "concrete plan " to 
address violence, particular! > 
in KwaZulu-Natal. Gauteng 
and Western Cape provinces. 

Extra police backed up by 
the army will be immediately 
deployed in trouble spots ansi 
"the removal" of illegal 
weapons will receive "urgent 
priority." including measures 
to increase security at bor- 
ders to stop the How of 
weapons into the country. 

This. Mr. Mandela said, 
was a "first step." 

"The government needs to 
firmly deal with crime and 
lawlessness." he said, urging 
all South Africans to "help 
nip in the bud" trends that, 
could scupper the imple- 
mentation of the reconstruc- 
tion and development prog- 
ramme to reetifv the wrongs 


ot apartheid. 

As Mr. Mandela 
announced the plans, new 
statistics released by the 
police revealed that 38 peo- 
ple were murdered over the 
weekend in Gauteng pro- 
vince (the greater Johannes- 
burg area) alone. 

Although the security 
meeting convenes regularly, 
a crisis sparked by the In- 
karha Freedom Party’s flFP) 
walk-out last Tuesday was 
also on the agenda. Mr. Man- 
dela's spokesman. Parks 
Mankahkmu. said. 

Present at the meeting 
were Deputy President F.W. 
De Klerk. Defence Minister 
Joe Modise. Safety and 
Security Minister Sydney 
Mufuniadi. intelligence head 
Joe Nhianhla and army and 
police top brass. 

Mr. Mandela was re- 
portedly concerned at the 
effect of the IFP row on the 
security situation in 
KwaZulu-Natal, where some 
Id.tJOO people have been kil- 
led since 19X7 in hitter rivalry 
between the IFP and ANC. 

"The government, along 
with the "rest of society, is 
acutely concerned about so- 


‘Red alert’ reported on 
Peru-Ecuador border 


LIMA (AFP) — Peru’s 
armed forces’ joint command 
put frontline troops in its 
month-old border battle with 
Ecuador on red alert Sunday 
amid a major movement of 
Ecuadoran troops in the 
area, a Lima radio station 
reported. 

Peruvian authorities did 
not immediately confirm or 
deny the report, which cited 
military sources tis saying 
more than l.lwMI Ecuadoran 
troops launched the "infiltra- 
tion." 

The -Radioprogramas Del 
Peru reporter, speaking from 
the Peruvian Armed Forces' 
Operations Centre at El 
Milugro. said reporters in the 
disputed areas of Tumhes 
and Bagua Maintain the 
order came down from the 
National Intelligence Service. 

Peru's President Alberto 
Fujimori slid after spending 
four days in the border zone 
that "about In cannon shots" 
were fired over his head by 
Ecuadoran troops during 
three consecutive days of 
Ecuadoran incursions. 

He said the Ecuadoran 
government had been in- 
formed that he would be in 
the area, and said the Peru- 
vian legislature’s speaker. 
Jaime Yoshiyamti "warned 
them that if" anything hap- 
pened to me it would he a 
declaration of all-out war." 

Peruvian officials had said 
Saturday they were stepping 
up security around the posts 
of Cirn Alceria. Mesones 


Mum. Base Sur. Cueva De 
Los Tayos. border post PV1 
and Tiwinza. 

The posts are along the 
disputed 7X-kilomctie> (4X- 
mile) stretch of unmarked 
border in the Andes' Condor 
range. 

Both Peru and Ecuador 
have accused each other of 
starting the latest outbreak of 
fighting Jan. 2ti. 

Ecuadoran officials denied 
Sunday they had embarked 
nn any offensive, and said 
throughout the conflict they 
only had defended military 
posts they have maintained 
for years.' 

"We have had to fight 
without having to carry out 
certain actions, such as 
attacking Peruvian outposts, 
to avoid... escalation of this 
conflict. ’’ Ecuadoran De- 
fence Minister General Jose 
Gallardo said Ouito. 

"We have devised a 
strategy to confront success- 
fully. with the resources we 
have, a military power that is 
better equipment and has 
more troops than ours." 
Gen. Gallardo said. 

Pope John Paul N is send- 
ing an envoy to Lima and 
Quito to hack peace efforts in 
the border war. 

V a t ican spokesman J oa- 
quin Navarro said Monday 
that Italian Cardinal Carlo 
Furno would go in the Pope’s 
name to speak "with the 
highest-level authorities of 
those countries." 
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Obscure singer wins 
San Remo Festival 

SAN REMO. Italy (AJP) — The obscure. 23-year-old 
daughter of a local band leader who named her after a song 
made famous by Ray Charles won Italy’s most prestigious 
song contest. Critics and the audience together voted 
GJorgia Tod rani winner of the 45th San Remo Song 
Festival. Her entry, “Come Saprei” (How Would 1 Know) 
was written with Italian pop star Eros Razuazzotti. Better- 
known stars Gianni Morandi and Barbara Cola together 
won second place and Ivana Spagna won third. The 
winner's father, Giulio Todrafli, said he named his daughter 
after Georgia On My Mind, popularised by Charles — who 
was a guest at this year's festival. Madonna, Duran Duran 
and Sting also made appearances. Winning the San Remo 
festival guarantees big record sales and stardom. Nearly 20 
million viewers watched this edition, a record. In the photo 
Oion-gia turns round to the audience as die receives her 
award in San Remo (AFP photo) 


cria! stability, investor confi- 
dence and. above all. the 
need to protect the lives of all 
South Africans." Mr. Man- 
dela's statement said. 

The meeting took place 
against the background of in- 
creasingly violent protests by 

prisoners, solidcrs anil 
policemen and a recent trend 
by demonstrators to take hos- 
tages to force their demands. 

In the former Transkei trib- 
al homeland this weekend 
soldiers engaged in a gunbat- 
tle with disgruntled police- 
men who blockaded the East- 
ern Cape province town of 
Umtata with trucks, ears and 
minibuses to demand better 
pay. 

Two policemen were in- 
jured in the skirmish and 
another 15 surrendered. 

The protest followed a pay- 
dispute at a military base 
outside Johannesburg when 
mutinous soldiers clashed 
with the military police who 
had been sent iii to quell the 
protest. One soldier was in- 
jured. 

At an Eastern Cape prison 
Sunday, a special police task 
force early Sunday stormed a 
prison cell and freed a warder 


who had been held hostage 
for 72 hours by armed prison- 
ers demanding their immedi- 
arc release. 

Meanwhile the ANC 
moved to shore up its image 
Sunday, naming a high- 
ranking committee to investi- 
gate a string of charges of 
corruption and lack of disci- 
pline against some of its most 
prominent members. 

The African National Con- 
gress' decision-making 
National Executive Commit- 
tee named no names, but 
Winnie Mandela could be 
among the first brought be- 
fore the disciplinary board it 
established after meeting all 
weekend. Mrs. Mandela' is a 
member of the committee, 
but did not attend the meet- 
ing despite orders to do so 
from President Mandela — 
her estranged husband. 

Instead. Mrs. Mandela, 
who is deputy minister of 
arts, culture and science in 
her husband's cabinet, was 
travelling in West Africa, she 
told Mr." Mandela she could 
not cancel her visit tin short 
notice because it would 
offend governments who had 
invited her. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Free- 
dom of speech, free elec- 
tions. the end of Cold War: 
Mikhail Gorbachev is well 
aware of the gains made by 
the perestroika he launched 
in March 1985, and still 
thinks his political strategy 
could have continued to de- 
velop in easy stages. 

Perestroika (reconstruc- 
tion) showed the whole world 
Soviet society undergoing a 
deep restructuring. 

“But you can find it 
already in the works of 
Lenin." remarks Gorbachev 
during an interview in his 
office in the Gorbachev 
Foundation here where he 
receives a steady stream of 
visiting politicians, business- 
men and journalists. 

But it is Gorbachev himself 
who will go down in the 
history books as the “father” 
of perestroika. unwiningly 
crafting the breakup of the 
Soviet Union and the emerg- 
ence of a new Russia. 

"The policy was not sup- 
posed to result in destruction 
right down to the very found- 
ations." he said, looking back 
to the death of Soviet com- 
munism. 

“At the beginning, just like 
Khrushchev. I thought we 
could keep the existing (poli- 
tical) system and that we 
simply ought to make it con- 
form to the ideas of Lenin." 

Nikita Khrushchev initi- 
ated the thaw of the 1960s 
after Stalin’s death and 
earned a niche in history as 
an innovator, albeit as one 
who could be as timorous as 
he was vociferous. 

Mr. Gorbachev says now 
he went further than he 
wanted to. 

“I did not understand until 
after the summer of 1988 that 
it was a mistake and that one 
could get out of that political 
system.” 

Democratic ideas went gal- 
loping ahead of him and after 
granting freedom of express- 
ion he had to be constantly 


running to keep up with the 
wave of liberalism he had 
unleashed. 

There were often moments 
of hesitation. He waited 
almost two yean until De- 
cember 1986 to end the inter- 
nal .exile of dissident nuclear 
physicist Andrei Sakharov, 
and more than four years to 
order the retreat of the Red 
Army from Afghanistan. 

Mr. Gorbachev remembers 
how the speeches of Com- 
munist leaders in the years 
1988 to 1991 began to reflect 
ideological shifts. They no 
longer spoke of socialism, let 
alone of communism, but 
talked instead about the 
socialist idea or the socialist 
choice, he said. 

But- that more moderate 
language suddenly proved in- 
adequate in August 1991 
when COTfimunist hardliners 
mounted a short-lived putsch 
which in three days finally 
freed the country, though 
President Gorbachev did not 
realise it at the time. 

When he got back from 
Foros in the Crimea where 
the coupmakers had confined 
him to a dacha, he reaffirmed 
his commitment to the 
"socialist way." 

But within days he stepped 
down as secretary-general of 
the Soviet Communist Party, 
and in December quit the 
presidency of an already de- 
funct Soviet Union. 

Reverting to the plus 
points of ’’his” perestroika. 
Mr. Gorbachev is pleased 
with the democratisation of 
the country and the end of 
the cold war. 

“They are acquisitions 
which are still there and can 
withstand even being crushed 
by tank tracks," he says with 
great conviction. 

But he thinks the current 
leadership is far from pur- 
suing a democratic agenda. 
“What is happening today is 
the negation of perestroika." 
he insists. 
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Rio carnival explodes into life 


Gorbachev looks back over 
decade of perestroika 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Rio de Janeiro’s carnival ex- 
ploded into life late Sunday 
with a thundering wave of 
sound and colour. 

Brazil’s biggest celebration 
kicked off with fireworks 
shattering the tropical sky 
and thousands of glittering 
dancers twirling to a poising 
samba beat. 

“Brazil, feet on the 
ground, never lose hope to 
see your life better,” sang die 
3,000 whirling and brifimatly 
b edec ke d dancers from the 
Sao Clemente Samba Schol 
as they shuffled down the 
specially built Samhadrome 
parade ground. 

The school, one of 18 com- 
peting for a championship on 
Sunday and Monday nights, 
loosed the 70,000 onlookers 
to a soar with hundreds of 
feathered and sequined 
drummers. 

Divided into briffiant mar- 
ching units of brown, green, 
pink and blue, the hammer- 
ing shock the reviewing stand' 
and deafened spectators. 

Female dancers dressed 
only in G-strings, high heels 
and seqnnis gyrated and 
writhed on floats and twisted 
for television camera crews 
broadcasting the dusk-to- 
dawn parade live. 

The Beija Ffor School, 
paying tribute to 93-year-old 
former opera singer Bidu 
Sayao, swilled down foe 
course led by a 40-fbot-high 
(13-metre-tugb) white float 
depicting dozens of angels 
blowing trumpets and sing- 
ing, "shaking the walkway, 
thafs excitement.™ 

Rio’s carnival parades be- 
gan with complaints that the 
pre-lenten festival was shun- 
ning its roots in Brazil’s poor 
Made and mulatto population 
by featuring floats with 
blonde pe rfor me r s id place of 
darie-skxnned ones. 

Replacing the black or 
mulatto dancers of previous 
years, several of the samba 
schools, entered in tins year's 
gu tte rin g carnival competi- 
tion are featruring near- 




A participant in foe Rio carnival, carrying a repfica of Brazfl’s 
1994 Soccer World Cop trophy, dances hi foe street. Some 
380, OHO foreign tourists sore reportedly expected to visit Ho de 
Janeiro d w ing the car n i val which ends Wednesday 

(AFP photo) 

naked blood actresses and Vega newsmagazine, 
models. The chief object of Mr. 

The increasing switch to Brandao's ire is Monique 
blondes an d fair-sk inned Evans, an athletic model with 

women has infuriated such dose-cropped blond hair de- 

carnival veterans as- Led scribed by Veja as the 

Brandao, a 50-year-old Mack “android debutante" of the 
anger and feminist. Uniao Da Ilha Samba 

She says the samba schools ScbooL 

are ignoring carnival's roots Even though the group is 
among poor blacks and mostly made up of black and 
mulattos. Instead, they put mulatto Rio residents, school 
Mondes cm their parade floats cfirectar PanJo Cesar De Sa 
to get more publicity from told Renters the choice of 
television networks covering Evans was a logical one. 
the pre-lenten festival. "She*S a beautiful person, 

“There’s going to be a a dancer, and she's part of 
face-off between traditional- the Uniao family,” be said, 
ists and brown-nosers there “And her costume didn't oost 
on the avenue,” she told much, it’s minimal-" 


China dissidents stage bold comeback 


i BEIJING (AFP) — As the 
; annual parliamentary session 
approaches. China's neutral- 
ised dissident movement is 
making a bold come-back to 
I demand social justice, an end 
! to corruption and extensive 
democratic reforms. 

The calls come despitc an 
intensive crackdown overlhe 
past year, with massive police 
sweeps in Beijing. Shanghai 
and elsewhere, leaving 
numerous activists — includ- 
ing China's most famous dis- 
sident Wei Jingsheng — in 
prison - and all but silencing 
the country's dissident 
voices. 

This week, dozens of activ- 
ists have re-emerged to make 
three separate appeals for 
China's Communist govern- 
ment to reform its ways. 

Veteran dissident Xu Wen- 
li, who was released on 
parole in May 1993 after serv- 
ing 12 years in solitary con- 
finement for his “counter- 
revolutionary” role in the 
1979 Democracy Wall Move- 
ment, called Monday for the 
party to end its autocratic 
rule and permit elections 
under a democratic constitu- 
tion. 

Recognising this was un- 
likely. he said it may be 
impossible to avoid a situa- 
tion where “all kinds of 
nationwide democratic forces 
unite together and use all 
kinds of non-violent mea- 
sures to force the party to 


give up one-party autocracy 
in order to realise a smooth 
transition to democratic soci- 
ety.’’ 

Mr. Xu also called on the 
party to rehabilitate those in- 
volved in the‘1989 Democra- 
cy -Movement-— ’bloodily 
suppressed on June 4 that 
year and followed by the 
detention of thousands of 
people — punish widespread 
corruption, strengthen the 
rule of law and achieve equal- 
ity between all nationalities. 

Two other groups of dissi- 
dents have this week exer- 
cised their right under the 
constitution to petition the 
National People’s Congress 
(NPC), which is to hold its 
annual plenary session here 
in early March. 

Similar petitions calling for 
widespread democratic re- 
forms were submitted to the 
NPCs last annual session, 
fuelling the government’s re- 
solve to nip in the bud a 
dissident movement that bad 
begun in late 1993 to make its 
biggest come-back since 
1989. 

Some 26 prominent dissi- 
dents and intellectuals — in- 
cluding 1989 democracy 
movement student leaders 
Wang Dan, Ma Shaohua and 
Ma Shaofang — sent a formal 
petition Monday to the 
Chinese parliament, decrying 
the “extremely backward" 
human rights situation in Chi- 
na. 


“We believe that the de- 
fence of human rights and 
social justice is a fundamental 
principle sought by all 
humanity." the petition said, 
listing three individual cases 
where' tfie; rights of Chinese"- 
citizens had been abused.' 

A separate petition, signed 
by i2prominent intellectuals,- 
called for measures to curb 
corruption within the 
Chinese leadership, insisting 
that a free press and Indepen- 
dent judicial .bodies under a 
constitutional “democracy 
were necessary to wipe out 
graft in Communist Parly and 
government organs. 

“Corruption, in the form 
of trading power for money, 
has become the principal 
affliction, causing great pub- 
lic resentment and capable of 
leading to social upheaval,” 
the petition said. 

The signatories, included 
leading dissident Chen Zon- 
ing — released in 1994 after 
serving five years of a 13-year 
jail term as one of the “black 
hands" behind the 1989 
Democracy Movement and 
two former senior editors of 
the official Communist Parry 
newspaper, the People's Dai- 
ly- 

Many of the dissidents who 
participated in this week’s 
appeals, including Xu Wenli, 
Wang Dan and Chen Ziming, 
have remained under heavy 
police surveillance.since their 
releases from prison. 
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Hanks, Foster get 
screen actors 
guild awards 

UNIVERSAL. CITY. Cdif- 
fo\ _ The Screen Actons 
Ouild honoured Tom Hanks 
and Jotfie Foster with its top 
awards in its fast amyl 
awards ceremony Saturday 
right in an evening of actors 
pay ing tribute ID 
Hanks was named outstand- 
ing actor in a leatfing role for 
fas performance in Forrest 
Gump as a sksw-witted south- 
cer who leads a fife of re- 
markable achieve ment. Fos- 
ter was named -outstanding 
female actor in a teafong rote 
far her performance in Neu 
as a woman teaming to live in 

- _rtr I atW growing 



np in the wild. The award 

marked foe second best actor 

tribute tins year for Ha nks in 
Hollywood’s annual award 
season. He chikr won a 
Golden Globe Award, green 

' I >L. Prwt A«nris> 


tfcm, for his role in Forrest 
Gump, and while many be- 
Beve Hanks is foe lead con- 
tender for an Oscar, he was 
modest when qroeried by re- 
porters. “I think my chances 

are one in five,” he said of his 

rfumwM of w»P n ing an Oscar 
for foe role. Hanks last year 
won the Academy Award for 
Best .Actor for his role as a 
lawyer stricken with AIDS in 
the movie Philadelphia. 

Taiwan to deport 
Filipinamald 
for having baby 

TAIPEI (AFP) — A domes- 
tic helper from the Phfiip- 
pines will be deported be- 
cause she gave birth during 
her employment in Taiwan, 
Labour Department officials 
said Sunday. Raymonds Bac- 
cay, 33, wm be foe first fore- 
ran domestic helper to be 
deported for violating the 
labour contract, winch pro- 
hibits such workers from hav- 
ing babies and “creating 
nationality problems,” the 
officials saw. Ms. Baccay, 
who became pregnant daring 
a vacation in foe Philippines, 
wifi leave here Tuesday along 
with her one-month-old boy, 
Randy, her employer Yang- 
Qrien Griao-Yun said. Ms. 
Yang-Qune wffl lose her per- 
mit to employ foreign helpers 
in future for faffing to report 
, Ms. Baccay*s pregnancy to 
L the Council of Labour Affairs 
as required under Taiwanese 


Mexican opposition urges trial of Salinas for coverup 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) — 
Mexico’s top opposition par- 
ties demanded that former 
President Carlos Salinas face 
legal charges for an alleged 
coverup in the murder of his 
hand-picked successor, 
according to news reports 
Sunday. 

Mr. Salinas, who was presi- 
dent from 1988 to 1994. has 
also been accused of mis- 
handling the country's eco- 
nomy and causing the plunge 
of the peso after President 
Ernesto Zedillo was sworn in 
on Dec. 1. 

The, double trouble may 
well torpedo Mr. Salinas' 
ambition to be named head 
of the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) which replaced 
the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade on Jan. I. 

The National Action Party 
(PAN) is demanding an in- 
vestigation into a cover-up of 
the killing of Luis Donaldo 
Colosio. a Salinas ally and 
presidential candidate who 
was sbot dead on March 23. 
1994 after a rally in Tijuana. 

As the candidate of the 
Institutional Revolutionary 
Parry (PRI) that has ruled 
Mexico since 1929. Mr. Col- 
osio was a shoo-in to win the 
presidential race. Mr. Zedil- 
lo. his campaign manager, 
went on to win the August 
race. 

Some members of Mex- 


ico’s political elite have long 
been convinced that a faction 
of the PRI was responsible 
for Mr. Colosio’s death, as 
well as the September assas- 
sination of the number two 
PRI official. 

"If we pull the thread, the 
investigation into the investi- 
gators of this assassination 
inevitably will lead to Sali- 
nas." said Deputy Raul Mon- 
ter Ortega of the PAN. 

Porfiro Munoz Ledo. head 
of the center-left Party of the 
Democratic Revolution 
(PRD), has demanded that 
rhe first investigator in the 
case, Miguel Monies, be tried 
in connection with the 
alleged cover-up along with 
lose Cordoba Montoya, who 
was then-Salinas' top cabinet 
official. 

Mr. Montes initially said 
ante than one gunman had 
shot Mr. Colosio. but later 
hacked down and said that 
Mario Aburto acted alone in 
killing the candidate. 

Mr! Mouses resigned in 
July and was replaced by a 
second led investigator. Olga 
Islas. who stuck to the theory 
of one gunman. 

Mr. Aburto. a working 
class residnet of Tijuana, 
confessed to the shooting and 
has been sentecned sent- 
enced to 45 yars in prison. 

But on Friday a second 
alleged shooter was detained. 


Othon Cortes, once again 
raising the specter of high- 
level political involvement in 
Mr. Colosio's death. 

Attorney General Antonio 
Lozano, the first opposition 
member to hold the top law 
enforcement post under PRI 

S vemment. announced Mr. 

»rtes’ arrest Friday and said 
there was evidence of a 
coverup though his probe was 
still in an early stage. 

On Sunday. Radio Red 
was reporting that three addi- 
tional former policemen were 
arrested in the case in Ti- 
juana. The three were former 
members of the Tucan group 
of former police hired as the 
security detail at the rally at 
which Mr. Colosio was killed, 
it said. 

The government did not 
immediately confirm the 
radio report. 

While Mr. Montes told the 
daily Reforma he was inno- 
cent of participating in any 
cover-up. he accused Mr. 
Salinas of being “more wor- 
ried" about his political repu- 
tation than in getting to the 
bottom of Mr. Colosio’s 
assassination. 

The PRD has also accused 
Mr. Salinas of delaying a 
needed devaluation of the 
peso in order to help himself 
win the leadership of the 
WTO. 

The delay meant that when 


the devaluation did come, it 
was more destructive than it 
should have been, sending 
interest rates soaring and the 
stock market plunging, 
undermining economic 
growth and causing wide- 
spread bankruptcies. 

Mr. Zediollo also inherited 
another problem that began 
during the Salinas adminis- 
tration: a 13-month uprising 
in the poor, agricultural state 
of Chiapas. 

The Mexican army diaman- 
te Id a rustic auditorium that 
the Zapatista National Li- 
beration Army (EZLJN) had 
erected in the Lacan don 
jungle near the border with 
Guatemala, reporters on the 
scene said Sunday. 

The Mexican army has 
been pressing itno rebel-held 
territory since early Febru- 
ary. 

In Mexico City voters 
turned out at about 5,500 
polling stations for an unoffi- 
cial nationwide referendum 
organised by foe civic group 
Civilian Alliance to voice 
their views on the country’s 
turbulent political scene. 

They were asked to vote 
“yes," “no" or “no opinion’* 
on whether Mr. Salinas 
should be tried for triggering 
the financial crisis; whether 
Congress should reject a $52 
billion international bailout 


package: and whether the 
government, should renew 
talks with and drop a military 
crackdown on the EZLN. 

Zapatista rebels charged 
the military Sunday with ter- 
rorising civilians under the 
guise of putting down the 
guerrilla uprising in the poor 
southern state of Chiapas. 

In a statement released 
here, the Zapatista national 
liberation army charged that 
while President Zedillo was 
talking about efforts for a 
politial solution to the 13- 
month conflict, the army was 
carrying widespread human 
rights abuses. 

The' Mexican army - has 
been pressing into rebel-held 
territory since eariy' February 
when Mr. Zedillo announced 
a massive search for the lead- 
ers of the Zapatistas who 
launched a surprise rebellion 
on New Year's Day 1994. 

Mr. Zedillo has since cal- 
led off the search and urged a 
political solution but troops 
remain in the area. 

"The army has systemati- 
cally looted the homes of 
poor people and Indian far- 
mers. robbed the stores, des- , 
troyed crops' and poisoned i 
their Food, ' said the com- I 
/muniqae, adding that the I 
. troops were “sowing terror j 
among- the civilians'* and j 
making illegal arrests. 


i law, foe officials said. There 
'are an estimated 7,000 
domestic helpers from the 
Philippines in Taiwan. 

Florida surgeons 
cut off the 
wrongfoot 

TAMPA, Florida (AFP) — 
Surgeons at a Florida hospital 
ampu tated the wrong foot of 
a man who learned of foe 
blunder while in the recovery 
room. The patient, in his 50s, 
underwent surgery at Uni- 
versity connmmsty Hospital 
to remove his right foot but it 
was the left one that was 
gone. Spokesman John 
Andreas said dm hospital was 
investigating the mistake but 
be added that no details ab- 
out the incident would be 
released in fine with patient’s 
request for oonfidentiafity. 

Back when I 
was 100... 

BERN (AFP) — Switzer- 
land’s oldest man says that at 
108, he’s not as spry as he was 
at the century marie. 1 Fried- 
rich Gerber said that It was at 
age 100 that be retired, en- 
ding a career that included 
stints as a farmer, miUrmim 
and mole-catcher. Ami it was 
then that be gave op his daily 
glass of wine. “It made my 
bead spin,” he sakL Mr. Ger- 
ber is mm of more than 660 
centenarians recorded in 
Switzerland’s 1994 census, 
570 of them women, accord- 
ing to the federal social secor- 
ity office. This Alpine’s coun- 
try’s oldest woman is Emma 
Dnvoirin of Geneva, who will 
tom 109 in July 5. The Swiss 
longevity record is held by a 
French-born woman , Andree 
Fehr-De Boulay , who died in 
1993 at the age of 111. 

U.S., Canada, 
Australia ban 
smoking on flights 

CANBERRA (R) — The 
United States, Canada and 
Australia will ban sm oking 
on non-stop flights between 
the three countries, Austra- 
lian Transport Minister 
Laurie Brereton said 
Wednesday. “The ban wffl be 
to all Australian 
international Sights regard- 
less of destination from Jolv 
1, 1996,” Mr. Brereton said 
m a statement.. Australia’s 
two major atrfines, Qantas 
Airways Ltd and Arnett Au- 
strafia, had both endorsed 
the proposal, Mr. Brereton 

said. Smoking been ban- 
ned otr Australian domestic 
flights since 1987/ 
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Adams to Major: Face-to-face 
talks the inevitable next step 


DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) — province. The Anglo-Irish 
oinn Fein leader Gerry package suggests establishing 
Adams demanded Sunday government bodies to coor- 
uiat British Prime Minister dinate policy between the 
Jonn Major meet him face to north and independent south. 


face as an inevitable next step 
in Northern Ireland’s peace 
process. 

Mr . Adams told reporters, 
at the end of the IRA- 
suppoTting party's two-day 
conference at Dublin’s Man- 
sion House, that he expected 
Sum Fein to be allowed to 
enter negotiations “just like 
any other Irish political par- 

“It’s only a matter of 
when,” Mr. Adams said, not- 
ing that the leaders of all 
other parlies had already had 
private meetings with Mr. 
Major. 

Civil servants from Bri- 
tain’s Northern Ireland 
Office began preliminary 
talks with the Catholic- based 
party in mid-December, 100 
days after the Irish Republi- 
can Army’s (ERA) Sept. 1 
ceasefire. 

Tbis month’s meeting, 
however, was called off after 
Sinn Fein security agents 
thought they detected an 
electronic listening device in 
one of their negotiating 
rooms. 

Last week Mr. Major and 
Irish Prime Minister John 
Bruton launched the two gov- 
ernment's complex 
“framework document” out- 
lining a possible political set- 
tlement for the British-ruled 


Pro-British Protestant 
politicians have criticised the 
plans while Sinn Fein, which 
gets about 11 per cent of the 
Northern Ireland vote, has 
welcomed them as indicating 
British preference for the 
gradual reunification of Ire- 
land. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, Bri- 
tain’s chief official m North- 
ern Ireland, earlier told the 
BBC that Sinn Fein couldn’t 
go farther along the negotiat- 
ing trail until it sectued a 
commitment from the IRA to 
hand in its weapons. 

“If somebody comes to the 
negotiating table with other 
constitutional parties but is 
known to have Semtex (ex- 
plosive), ground-to-air mis- 
siles, heavy machine guns, 
mortars and so on, the im- 
plication is absolutely in- 
escapable that they are pre- 
pared to resort to former 
violence if they don't get 
what they want round the 
table,” Sur Patrick said. 

Sir Patrick said there was 
no hope of getting Northern 
Ireland’s pro-Britain “union- 
ist” politicians from the Pro- 
testant majority to sit down 
alongside Sinn Fein so long as 
the ERA retains its capacity 
to strike. 

But Sinn Fein leaders 
made dear Sunday that, as 


far as it was concerned, the 
next meeting with British 
dvil servants would be its 
last, and that they had to 
discuss the Anglo-Irish peace 
proposals with Mr. Major 
ana Sir Patick directly. 

“The time for hiding be- 
hind their dvil servants has 
gone,” Martin McGirioness, 
Sinn Fein's No. 2 official and 
the leader of its talks team, 
told the conference. 

Mr. McGumness dismissed 
the British dvil servants' de- 
mand for the IRA to disarm 
as “without either logic or 
validity. ” 

“We told them, just in case 
the reality had escaped them, 
that the British government 
and the British army had not 
defeated the ERA, that the 
IRA had not surrendered, 
and that the British govern- 
ment could not even remote- 
ly expect Sinn Fein to deliver 
that surrender for them,” be 
said. 

The outlawed paramilitary 
group has extensive stocks of 
guns and explosives, mostly 
onried in bunkers in the Irish 
Republic. 

Other speakers empha- 
sised other demands of the 
Sinn Fein-ERA movement: 
The disbandment of the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary 
(RUC), Northern Irelands 
predominantly Protestant 
police force, and the speedy 
release of nearly 600 IRA 
prisoners in both pans of 
Ireland and in England. 



Mil osevic rejects contact group plan 

Sniping halts Turkish 
leader's Sarajevo visit 


Shm Fein leader Gerry Adams signs autographs m the second 
day of the group's animal congress in Dubtm (AFP photo) 


Britain says the RUC 
should be reformed to make 
it more acceptable to Catho- 


Pakistan police arrest 50 suspected militants 


KARACHI (Agencies) — 
Police have arrested at least 
SO suspected Muslim mili- 
tants in connection with 
sectarian violence and sear- 
ched for additional suspects 
Monday in this troubled port 
city. 

The suspects belong to 
hardfinie Sunni and Shi'ite 
Muslim groups that have 
been linked to the escalating 
sectarian feud m Karachi, die 
country's hugest city. 

More than 30 people were 
gunned down in Karachi over 
the weekend, including 22 
who died in shootings at mos- 
ques. 

Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto has vowed , to crack- 
down on the sectarian strife,- • 
but citizens have little confi- ' 
dence in her government or 
the police force. 

“The government adminis- 
tration in Karachi has col- 
lapsed,” said Jamil Yousef, 
co-chairman of die Police- 
Citizens Liaison Committee, 
a private group that assists 
law enforcement officers. 

“The killings could have 
been stopped had the govern- 
ment taken some preventive 
measures,” he said of the 
weekend slaughter. 

The city was still tense 
Monday, but most businesses 
were open and operating nor- 
mally. Police and paramilit- 
ary forces patrolled the 
streets and continued to 
search for suspects. 

The 50 that were arrested 


Sunday were undergoing 
questioning, police said. 
They belong to either Sipah- 
E-Sahaba. a Sunni group, or 
Tehrik-E-Jafria, a Shi’ite fac- 
tion. 

The two factions have been 
fighting for die past year, 
leaving hundreds dead. The 
conflict is one of several 
ongoing battles in Karachi, 
where religions, political and 
ethnic fighting has claimed 
well over 1,000 lives since the 
beginning of 1994. 

Saipb-E-Sahaba is led by 
Azam Tariq, a fiery orator 
and a member of parliament 
who went into hiding last 
week shortly before the gov- 
ernment issued a warrant for 
his arrest on murder charges. 
The group has outraged 
Shi’itess by saying that they 
should not be considered 
Muslims. 

Tehrik-E-Jafria was cre- 
ated in the early 1980s to 
safeguared the interests of 
Shi’ites, who account for ab- 
out 10 to 15 per cent of 
Pakistan’s population. Sunnis 
account for more than 80 per 
cent. 

Meanwhile two Pakistani 
Christians facing death 
threats from militant Muslims 
after they were acquitted of 
blasphemy have flown to 
Germany, airline sources said 
Monday. 

Salamat Masih, 14, and 
Rehmat Masih. 40, whose 
death sentences were over- 
turned by the Lahore High 


Court Thursday, left Islama- 
bad in secrecy on a Pakistan 
International Airlines flight 
to Frankfurt, the sources 
said. 

Officials said the pair, un- 
related bat both bearing the 
name. Masih — which is 
commong among Pakistani 
Christians, had left Lahore 
Centra] J&Q late Friday, but 
would not say where they had 
gone. 

A spokesman at the Ger- 
man embassy in Islamabad 
said they had applied for 
visitor's visas, wnich had 
been granted. He could not 
say whether Germany was 
their final destination. 

A U.S. embassy: spokes- 
man denied a newspaper re- 
port that they were on then- 
way to the United States, 
saying; “That’s nonsense.” 

Danish Foreign Minister 
Niels Helveg Petersen said 
Sunday his country was pre- 
pared to offer asylum to the 
two Christians. 

“And any problem with 
raising money for the plane 
ticket can easily be solved.” 
Mr. Petersen told Danish 
Radio. 

“The 14-year-old Salamat 
Masih cannot go back to his 
village and it is probably too 
dangerous for him to stay in 
Pakistan. He must be 
brought to safety abroad,” 
the boy’s lawyer Hina Jfiani 
told Dahish Radio. 

About 100 Pakistani hu- 
man rights activists staged a 


silent demonstration outside 
parliament Monday to de- 
mand repeal of the Blas- 
phemy Law under which the 
Christians were sentenced. 

“Religion teaches peace, 
not murder,” read one pla- 
card held by a demonstrator. 
Others handed out leaflets 
which said the plight of 
minorities posed a threat to 
Pakistan’s legitimacy. 

“All of us citizens should 
raise our voice against the 

S owing intolerance and 
gotry in this society," it 
said. 

Mnslim militants staged 
violent protests in Lahore last 
week,'- demanding the death 
sentences be upheld and thre- 
atening to kill the two Christ- 
ians if they were acquitted. 

They were convicted on 
Feb. 9 after a village imam 
accused them of scrawling 
blasphemous remarks on the 
wall of a mosque and on 
pieces of paper thrown into 
the mosque. 

A third Christian, Man- 
zoor Masih, accused of blas- 
phemy in the same incident, 
was shot dead outside a La- 
hore court in April 1994. 
Salamat Masih and Rehmat 
Masih were wounded in the 
attack. 

Another Christian, Gul 
Masih. who had a death sent- 
ence for blasphemy over- 
turned by the Lahore High 
Court in a separate case last 
year, took refuge in Germany 
after his release. 


Surviving in Grozny — a test of endurance and wits 


GROZNY, Russia (AFP) — 
Surviving in the ruins of this 
war-battered Chechen capital 
has become a supreme test of 
the endurance skills and wits 
of the 100.000 residents offi- 
cially still living here after 11 
weeks of war. 

The Russian military doles 
out small rations to residents, 
and soldiers sometimes add 
donations out of their own 
supplies. But there is no run- 
ning water or power, and 
normal life seems a distant 
memory. 

"We're like hostages here. 
It’s like a second Afghan 
War. I lost my «on in that war 
and now this.” Yelena, an 
elderly Russian woman says, 
huddled inside a soldier's 
jacket much too big for her. 

Many neighbourhoods of 
Grozny, including the indust- 
rial sector, are bombed-out 
wastelands. There is just one 
bread factory left, but bread 
deliveries are difficult be- 
cause transport is hardly 
functioning. 

Yuri, a Ukrainian, says: 
“Problem number one is the 
lack of water.” He is one of 
the lucky ones. His apart- 
ment building in the Starop- 
romyskoskoye neighbour- 
hood was hardly touched in 
the fighting. 

Wandering near a Russian 
.distribution point for aid. an 
old woman, her eyes red 
from weeping, asks every- 
body she sees whether they 
know what has become of her 
children. 

P* She is directed to an in- 
formation centre which tries 
to make conract.berween re- 
fugees and their families, and 
offers free mailing and tele- 
gram facilities. 

Anna Fedorovna. 65, says: 
“We have the right to two 
kilogrammes a month of food 


aid. mainly flour, sugar and 
tea.” She has lived in the 
basement of her apartment 
block, since the building was 
destroyed by a shell. 

Vera, a retired Russian 
nurse, adds: “Thankfully, the 
Russian soldiers give us wa- 
ter. bread and canned foods 
to supplement the aid hand- 
outs." 

She says she won some 
goodwill from the soldiers by 
“giving them my last pot of 
jam.” She can’t leave Grozny 
because she has no family 
and no money. 

Many Chechen residents of 
Grozny, however, tell a diffe- 
rent story of Russian soldiers 
running amok — looting, 
heating people up and some- 
times murdering them. 

The Russian authorities 
admitted last week that Rus- 
sian military prosecutors in 
Grozny have charged service- 
men with theft, robbery and 
looting following seven inci- 
dents. 

The charges were the first 
reported by the authorities 
since Russian forces began 
attacking Grozny over the 
New Year's weekened. 

They finally took control of 
most of the city in mid- 
February after an intense 
campaign of bombing and 
shelling that sent many 
thousands of refugees 
streaming away to neighbour- 
ing communities. 

Many returend in mid- 
February during a seven-day 
ceasefire to reclaim (heir 
property and possessions, but 
found their houses had been 
bombed, vandalised and 
occupied by Russian troops. 

Vakha, a’ Chechen woman, 
told AFP earlier that she 
found a group of Russian 
OMON forces installed in her 
home. "Thev said it wasn’t 


my house any more and that I 
should get out.” she said. 

A neighbour. Kursum 
Vakhayeva. 36. said he had 
seen Russian soldiers strip- 
ping a house and piling its 
contents in their tank. 

But an army of Grozny's 
ragged elderly appears as if 
from nowhere each time a 
Russian aid truck comes into 
sight, unloading sacks of rice 
and flour plus condensed 
milk for children. 

Some of the food aid has 
begun to find its way onto the 
small street markets that are 
beginning ro appear again. 

Elderly women can be seen 
keeping guard over scraggly- 
looking chickens, chasing 
away the stray dogs who 
roam everywhere. 

Cars are rarely seen. They 
feel their way cautiously 
around bomb craters and 
military convoys. Exhausted- 
looking civilians push bat- 
tered baby carriages loaded 
with cannisters of water. 

A group of 50 residents 
'anxious to leave Grozny try 
to get onto an aid convoy 
returning to the Russian 
military base of Mozdofc. in 
neighbouring South Ossetia. 
Mainly women, children and 
old folks, they are carefully 

questioned. 

The men have to bare their 
right shoulder because, says a 
Russian guard. "We have to 
make sure rhar they are not 
rebel soldiers. If they are. 
they will have a mark on their 
right shoulder from carrying 
a firearm." 

A Russian journalist ar- 
rived in Nazran Sunday after 
escaping from the southern 
suburbs of Grozny on foot — 
bringing with her a girl aged 
1 1 and a message: Stop 
shooting. There are only civi- 
lians here." 


Julia Kalinina, a writer for 
the Moscow daily Moskovsky 
Komsomolets. was guided 
out of Chemorechye. a dis- 
trict of Grozny under con- 
stant Russian shellfire, by a 
Chechen escort Saturday 
evening. 

She said on her arrival at 
Nazran, capital of the Rus- 
sian Republic of Ingushetia: 
"There are no (Chechen) 
fighter* there (in Cher- 
norechye) any more. But the 
Russians won’t move in. 
They just keep shooting.” 

Chemorechye is a residen- 
tial suburb on Grozny's 
southern outskirts which had 
been the last holdout for 
Chechen separatist rebels in 
the capital after Russian 
troops seized control of most 
of Groznv in mid-February. 

Ms. Kalinina brought with 
her Yanna Aflayeva7 one of 
the thousands of children 
trapped under constant bom- 
bardment by Russian troops 
which have encircled the sub- 
urb. 

The Chechen fighters de- 
cided to quit Chemorechye 
early last week when the Rus- 
sian troops cut off the last 
road leading from Grozny. 

Ms. Kalinina wav faced 
with a choice: To go with 
them, or ;o wait for Russian 
troops to occupy the area. 
She decided to stay, moving 
in with Yelena Afravevy and 
her daughters Yanna. 1 1 . and 
Elina, aged 6. 

But the Russians never 
came, instead, (hey began a 
stream of artillery and heli- 
copter rocket mucks on the 
suburb which are stiil con- 
tinuing. 

During the days that fol- 
lowed the Chechen with- 
drawal. rhe residents of Cher- 
norechye were completely 
cu; off 


lie nationalists, while there 
would be no general amnesty 
for IRA prisoners. 


U.N. says 
drug abuse 
growing in 
U.S., 
former 
S. Union 

VIENNA, Austria (AP) — 
Drug use is on the rise among 
American high school 
seniors, overall in the former 
Soviet Union and in many 
European, Latin American 
and Asian countries, says a 
United Nations report chart- 
ing-world-wide abuse. •• *• 

The report of the Interna- 
tional Narcotics Control 
Board released Monday, 
praised governments of more 
than a dozen countries for 
their efforts in combating illi- 
cit drug trading and use. 

But the U.N. panel, in its ' 
1994 survey, noted only a few 
successes in checking the 
spread of narcotics. And in 
many regions, it linked the 
spread of AIDS to the growth 
or intravenous drug use. 

In the United States, “the 
incidence of drug abuse in- 
creased ... among pupfls in 
their final year of secondary 
school, reversing a downward 
trend observed in the last 
several years,” said the 62- 
page report. 

It said drat a third of all 
reported AIDS cases involv- 
ing American adults or 
adolescents were attributable 
to drug abuse, while more 
than 70 per cent of women 
with the HIV virus were in- 
fected by contaminated nee- 
dles while injecting drugs. 

Heroin seizures grew both 
in the United States and in 
Canada, said the panel, in- 
directly suggesting greater 
availability. And it said the 
purity level of heroin in both 
countries “has increased to 
several times that of a decade 
ago.” 

In the former Soviet repub- 
lics, the study noted a link 
activity, such as money 
laundering. Such activities 
are “particularly harmful” to 
economies in transition from 
central planning to capital- 
ism. it said. 

The report spoke of an 
alarming increase in the 
manufacture of synthetic 
drugs in Russia, Ukraine, Be- 
larus and Moldova — the 
former European republics of 
the Soviet Union — and 
“large-scale” cannabis abase 
in Russia, Ukraine and Mol- 
dova. 

The smoking of cannabis 
also increased in several 
other European countries, 
most of them former Soviet 
Bloc states, said tile report. 
Even more alarming was a 
record high level of heroin 
seizures of more than eight 
tonnes for all of Europe over 
1993. with nearly 90 per cent 
originating in the border area 
of Afghanistan and Pakistan 
and cross-shipping through 
(ran. 

Though some European 
countries report declining he- 
roin use among youths, 
Europe in general is strug- 
gling with growing crack 
cocaine use. 


SARAJEVO (R) — U.N. 
peacekeepers alarmed by 
sniping refused to provide a 
plane for Turkish President 
Suleyman Demirel to visit 
Sarajevo Monday, but he 
planned to try to use his own 
aircraft. 

Bosnian Serb forces said 
they would not guarantee the 
safety of Mr. Denrirel’s plane 
if it attempted to fly over 
their lines, and locked anti- 
aircraft missile radar on a 
landing German aircraft in an 
apparent warning. 

Mr. Demirel, visiting Tur- 
kish U.N. peacekeepers in 
central Bosnia, told reporters 
in tire Adriatic port of Split 
that he would continue 
efforts to reach Sarajevo. 

“If I can go with my (own) 
plane, I mil go with my 
plane,” he said. 

U.N. spokesman Garry 
Coward said the air company 
which operates U.N. flights 
to Sarajevo turned down Mr. 
Demirel because of the risk 
to the passengers and crew. 

An aircraft carrying his 
advance party was shot at 
Saturday at Sarajevo Air- 
port. 

Peacekeepers blamed a 
rise in sniping incidents on 
tire planned visit by the Tur- 
kish leader, whose govern- 
ment supports the Muslim- 
led Bosnian authorities in 
their war with Serbs. 

Turks, who occupied Ser- 
bia and Bosnia for 500 years, 
are still regarded by Serbs as 
a traditional enemy. 

Bosnian Serbs forced Pope 
John Paul to cancel a pilgrim- 
age to Sarajevo last year by 
refusing to guarantee he 
would not be harmed. 

They have anti-aircraft bat- 
teries within range of the 
U.N. controlled airport and 
effectively dictate who can 


land there. - - 

The German plane which ’ 
came . under Serb tracking 
was fitted with equipment 
which can detect anti-aircraft 
radar. 

It was not shot at and 
fanded safely, but U.N. 
sources said the incident car- 
ried a dear message for Mr. 
Demirel. 

Sarajevo has suffered a 
steady increase in shooting 
incidents despite a ceasefire 
signed by both sides in the 
three-year conflict. 

An anti-tank rocket killed 
a woman when it hit her 
home early Monday and four 
people were wounded when 
sniper fire raked a tram in the 
city. 

Offidals'of tire big power 
contact gram) pursuing a set- 
tlement of the war win meet 
in Paris Wednesday following 
rejection by Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic of a 
plan to give impetus to the 


Diplomatic sources said 
Mr. Milosevic refused an 
offer to suspend U.N. sanc- 
tions against Serbian-led . 
romp Yugoslavia in return 
for recognition of Croatia 
and Bosnia. 

Mr. Milosevic wants the . 
trade and o3 sanctions, which 
have slowed Yugoslavia’s 
economy to walking pace, 
fitted first before joining any 
farther peace initiatives. 

The sources said be refused 
to compromise in talks last 
week with big power envoys 
sent to Belgrade to coax him 
into agreem en t 

Contact group countries — 
the United States, Russia, 
France, Germany and Britain 
— fear the Bosman war could 
resume when the ceasefire 
expires at the end of April 
unless they can make di- 


plomatic progress. 

In Vienna, U.N. Secretary 

General Boutros Ghali, start- 
ing a five-day visit to Vienna, 
expressed optimism Monday 
that the United Nations 
would find a settlement for 
the crisis in ex-Yugoslavia. 

Dr. Ghali, who held talks 
with Austrian President Tho- 
mas Klestil and Foreign 
Minister Alois Mock, also 
said the U.N. would step up 
its activitis in Vienna and 
Geneva in order to take 
account of “world globalisa- 
tion.” 

“We do not underestimate 
the difficulties” in ex- 
Yugoslavia, Dr. Ghali said. 
But be added that the U.N. 
would “be able to find a 
global solution for the terri- 
tories of former Yugoslavia." 

Mr. Modi told reporters 
that he had drawn Dr. Gba- 
ti’s attention to “The growing 
risk of the rise fun- 
damentalist movements in 
the Balkans.” 

Meanwhile French military 
experts, said the northeast 
Bosnian enclave of Bihac, 
where mainly Muslim gov- 
ernment forces are under sev- 
er pressure from Bosnian and 
Croatian Serbs, will be the 
- first victim of a U-N. pullout 
from Croatia. 

However they would net 
go along with alarmist United 
Nations predictions that the 
withdrawal from Croatia de- 
manded by Zagreb by tire 
end Of March would lead to a 
general war in the Balkans. 

“Bihac is not viable” once 
the U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) leaves the 
neighbouring self-proclaimed 
Croatian Serb Republic of 
Krajina. a French miifon/ 
source said, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. 


EU, Russia sign nuclear safety deal 


BRUSSELS (R) — Russia 
and the European Union 
signed a nuclear safety deal 
Monday containing a vital 
and long-debated- , clause 
, limiting the haE$ity, of. .west- - 
era aid and equipment sup-' 
pliers in the case of a nuclear 
accident. 

The interim deal, signed by 
Commissioner for Eastern 
Europe Hans Van Den 
Broek and Russian Atomic 
Energy Minister Viktor 
Mikhailov, clears away one 
of the main factors that has 
slowed implementation of an 
array of nuclear safety pro- 


jects. 

Companies funded by *ue 
ELPs Tads Programme, de- 
signed to help the countries 
of the former Soviet Union 
..••modernise their economies 
and infrastructures, have 
long complained that the abs- 
ence of a liability-limitation 
deal left them open to law 
suits in the event of a nuclear 
aoddent 

The nudear safety element 
of Tacis has pumped 3Z7 mil- 
lion European Currency Un- 
ites ($405 million) into pro- 
jects in Russia and Ukraine 
since 1991, although many 


_«tve stalled awaiting clar- 
ification of legal liability. 

“Though of an interim na- 
ture, the agreement signed 
will permit nuclear safety 
projects to. .proceed to...in- 
depth phases a$d to result in 
increased safety improve- 
ments," tire commission said 
in a statement. 

However, the commission 
said it would continue to 
press the Russian govern- 
ment to take the next step 
and sign the Vienna Conven- 
tion which confines aeddent 
liability to the operator of a 
nuclear installation. 


Gore reiterates support for Claes 


BRUSSELS (R) — U.S. 
Vice-President A1 Gore 
reiterated Monday the Un- 
ited States' full support for 
embattled NATO Secretary- 
General Willy Claes, under 
fire over his alleged role in a 
murky Belgian bribery scan- 
dal. 

“The United States has fell 
and complete confidence in 
Secretary-General Claes," 
Mr. Gone told reporters after 
a visit to NATO’s Brussels 
Headquarters. 

Mr. Gore said he had not 
discussed tire details of the 
scandal with Mr. Claes, but 
said be did not believe the 
accusations in the Belgian 
press and calls for the Flem- " 


ish Socialist to stand down as 
head of NATO would under- 
mine his position. 

‘‘Not in my view, we 
strongly support Secretary- 
General Qara... who is doing 
an outstanding job in leading 
NATO,” be said. 

Earlier, a sloney-faced 
Clara ignored a phalanx of 
reporters as he escorted Mr. 
Gore into the building. He 
then scrapped a plan to 
attend briefing alongside Mr. 
Gore. 

Speculation bas grown that 
Mr. Claes may have to resign 
after he was forced last week 
to backtrack on statements 
that be knew nothing about 
bribes offered by an Italian 


helicopter maker to Belgian 
politicians. 

Alliance ambassadors have 
publicly given Mr. Clara their 
fell support but privately say 
they do not want his attention 
diverted at a time when the 
alliance is looking at expand- 
ing eastwards and building a 
new relationship with Russia. 

Mr. Gore arrived at 
NATO, headquarters Mon- 
day for talks with member 
states on a range of issues 
from extending the alliance 
eastwards to its relations with 
Russia. 

Mr. Gore was met at 
NATO’s front entrance by 
Mr. Clara. 


••■v . .. 




Jean-Marie Le Poo, president of the National 
Front and candidate for the French presiden- 
tial ej e c t ions, gets ready to answer journalist 


Gerard Carreyron’s questions during a weekly 
political TV news programme (AFP photo) 


Eiffel Tower closed In anti-Le Pen protest 


PARIS (R) — Staff at tire 
Eiffel Tower prevented tire 
monument from opening 
Monday in protest at extreme 
rightwinger Jean-Marie Le 
Pen uang tire Paris landmark 
as a backdrop for the French 
presidential election rally. 

“The tower was supposed 
to open at 9 a.m. but since 


work, we had to defer its 
opening until this after* 
noon,” a spokeswoman for 


the tower’s management 
said. 

A spokesman for the -180 
staff said they were angered 
that Mr. Le Pen, leader of 
the anti-immigrant National - 
Front, was holding a rally in ■ 
the shadow of the famous 
tower. 

Protesters said tire tower 




each year of all races and 
from all over tire world. They 
recalled that Mr. Xe Pen 


proposes to expel some three 
aril Eon Arab and African' im- 
migrants from France. 

The spokesman said the 
rally took place on a parking 
lot which was beneath the 
tower but did not belong to 
it. 

The rally was held to see 
off Mr. Le Pen supporters 


provinces for the two-round 
presidential election on April 
23 and May -7. 
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Trade with principles 

MOSCOW’S SCOFFING at protests from 
Washington and elsewhere about its ongoing 
plan to help Iran develop its atomic-power 
programme is apparently motivated by eco- 
nomic considerations. Russia’s minister for 
nuclear power, Viktor Mikhail ov, was on- 
wavering in showing his country’s deter- 
mination to go ahead with Its bilateral 
agreement with Tehran to build unclear 
plants worth $800 millio n. About two hun- 
dred Russian nuclear scientists and techni- 
cians are reported to have already began ; 
work on a nuclear power reactor at Bushehr | 
whose construction was suspended in the 
1980s. Other nuclear projects are also in the I 
pipeline with Russian expertise and technolo- 
gy becoming the mainstay of Iran’s energetic 
nuclear programme including the construc- 
tion of a university research reactor and the 
training of Iranian nuclear scientists in 
Russia. Cash-hungry Russia is also selling 
enriched uranium on the international mar- 
ket and is reputed to be earning $1.2 billion 
annually from this trade. 

This Russian perspective on transferring 
nuclear technology and material as if ft were 
as innocuous trade practice does not bode 
well for the efforts to breathe additional life 
into the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT). Moscow cannot remain indifferent to 
the threat of nuclear proliferation in the 
region especially whei_ ‘here are increasing 
efforts to make the Middle East a nuclear 
free zone. 

Iran has of course every right to develop 
its peaceful nuclear programme. It also has 
every right to be free from nuclear threats 
from countries in the area, including Israel. 
As a matter of fact, Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati assured Moscow as re- 
cently as last Saturday that his government 
supports In principle the extension of the 
NPT. 

Still, Moscow must be part of the ongoing 
internationally coordinated effort by stop- 
ping from commercialising nuclear technolo- 
gy with disregard to the ramifications of such 
a policy on international and regional peace 
and security. The Iranian-Russian nuclear 
link can, for instance, fuel Israel’s protesta- 
tions that it can never accede to the NPT 
unless nuclear threats from Arab and Mus- 
lim capitals are checked first. 

At the same time, Israel must also show 
readiness to play the nuclear game respons- 
ibly and to the satisfaction of the states in the 
region. There is every reason to fear addi- 
tional nuclear proliferation in the Middle 
East and its outer rims as long as Israel clings 
to its present course of defying international 
consensus against the spread of mass- 
destruction weapons. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARBES 

ALL THAT Lebanon received as a result of its participa- 
tion in the Madrid conference was further Israeli acts of 
aggression and more sufferings for its people, according to 
Mahmoud Rimawi in A! Ra*i. The writer said that in 
addition to maintaining its occupation of southern Leba- 
I non. Israel is currently imposing a blockade on Lebanon’s 
■ southern ports and escalating its raids on Lebanese 
I territory. The Israeli government maintains that it is 
stepping up its attacks to force the Beirut government to 
prevent resistance attacks against Israeli forces and the 
j so-called South Lebanese Army, said the writer. But in fact 
j Israel aims to force Beirut to incorporate the surrogate 
j army in the south into the Lebanese armed forces on the 
i one band, and to cause Lebanon to follow a course of 
j action independent from that of Syria on the other before 
any calks can be conducted on the question of Israeli forces 
pullout from the south, argued the writer. He said Israel 
wants to deal with Lebanon separately and force Beirut to 
accept the Israeli conditions. 

I A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily said the Arab 
League, which next month observes its 50tb anniversary, 
has nothing honourable to celebrate as its actions and 
performance over the past five decades have only led to its 
semi -demise. Mohammad Kharroqb said that the league’s 
Seers J.arv General's recent visits to Arab countries have 
• rrhfeved no reconciliation among Arab regimes, nor have 
. they succeeded in persuading the Arab leaders to convene 
i an Arab summit where they can seriously tackle the 
1 numerous problems plaguing the Arab World. If anything. 

I said the writer, the Arab League has only succeeded in 
\ involving itself as party to inter-Arab divisions and conflicts 
! and in proving its impotence in handling questions of 
destiny facing the Arab Nation. Having failed to rise to the 
level of responsibility and to perform its duty in an 
acceptance manner, said the writer, the Arab League 
should refrain from issuing any statements about achieve- 
ments in the past decades as these would be false and 
because nothing that the league has done so far serves as a 
cause of pride for the Arab World. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


Being courageous and decisive — with ourselves 


THE RECENT Israeli withdrawal from occupied Jorda- 
nian lands should have been something of a consummation 
of the Jordanian-Israeli peace agreement, and yet the 
atmospherics of peace between the two states remain 
peculiarly muted. Public sentiment towards the peace 
accord in Jordan is accepting, but not always enthusiastic. 
Public support for the peace accord is routinely expressed 
by officials and citizens alike, but privately there is 
considerable debate about the foil implications of the peace 
agreement, and much hesitation to normalise relations with 
Israel. 

I have always thought it politically unhealthy and 
emotionally contorting for a country such as ours — whose 
combined track record of humanistic development and 


modem political liberalisation is perhaps the strongest of 
any Arab country — to accept such a wide gap between 
public and private political discussion. Hie peace accord 


seems to have reduced the vibrancy and richness of 
Jordanian public political debate, while one would have 
expected precisely the opposite — that the combination of 
, peace, democratisation and economic revitalisation would 
have sparked a vibrant new era of modem Jordanian 
history. That probably will happen, but it has not happened 
yet. 

It is vitally important to continue to probe for the reasons 
of this situation, to understand them and to deal with them 
with the combination of intelligence, diligence and mercy 
that have always defined Jordanian political culture. I 
believe that the current phase of Jordanian and modem 
Arab history can reveal a great deal about our identity, 
and, therefore, about our most logical future national 
orientation. We showed great courage and decisiveness in 
signing the peace treaty with Israel. Do we have the 
capacity to turn these two noble attributes inwards on 
ourselves, and address our own society as diligently as we 
have addressed Israel? I think we do. I also think we must. 

The two outstanding realities of the post-peace accord 
situation are that the government and many Jordanians are 
pushing ahead to implement the agreement, while many 
individuals and organised sectors of society are fighting 
hard to forestall normalisation. The deliberate absence of 
several dozen MFs from the last session of Parliament, to 
deny a quorum and thus prevent passage of a law to spur 
normalisation, was a rather profound if increasingly rare 
public expression of the political opposition to normalisa- 
tion. 

Those who fight normalisation, however, are fighting a ' 
losing battle. They are in the same situation as they were in 
at the time of the Madrid peace talks (November 1991) and 
again when the PLO-Israel Oslo accord was signed 
(September 1993). Then and now, they fight the terms of 


the day’s Arab- Israeli peace process; but they offer no 
credible alternative, and they are dearly out of step with 
the majority’s willingness to see what the government 
policy can deliver. 

Many people may think the process will not succeed or 
will collapse one day; but even so, they are willing to see it 
through, because a) they trust the Jordanian leadership, 
b) they genuinely want a just peace and are willing to 
coexist with Israel if Arab rights are assured, and c) they 
do not see viable other options. The peace process may not 
set off fireworks of joy in every Jordanian’s heart or 
appreciably improve their quality of life in the immediate 
future, but neither will it dissolve or unravel. 

Nevertheless, the anti-normalisation forces should not be 
ignored or dismissed as chronic complaineis or hopeless 
dreamers. It is important to know why, for example, some 
Jordanians feel so insecure that they fear that Israel will 
dominate and ultimately destroy their Arab-Islamic cul- 
ture, as well as gobble up their Jordanian economy. It is 
equally important to accurately assess the fears of some 
Jordanians that the peace treaty will isolate Jordan from its 
natural Arab hinterland and turn it into a protectorate of 
the United States and/or Israel. This is possible in theory, 
but highly unlikely in reality, in my view. But my view is 
not very important. What is important is that hundreds of 
thousands or Jordanians express these fears and concerns in 
private, to one another and to other Arabs. 

All of this means a lot about our identity. It suggests to 
me that the pan-Arab component of Jordanian identity is 
asserting itself as a natural and a very powerful reaction to 
three recent prevalent trends: a) the repeated affirmation 
of distinctly Jordanian national rights, needs and aspira- 
tions (land, water, etc.) taken in relative isolation from 
other, similar Arab rights; b) the government’s frequent, 
high profile interaction with Israelis, Americans and 
American Jewish groups, while contacts with Arab parties 
may be taking a back seat for the moment, and c) the 
feeling among many that, as a consequence of tire above 
two points, Jordan may be finding itself slightly isolated in 
the Arab World. 

It is important to note that the main reason for 
opposition to the peace accord within Jordan is not about 
foe quality of national rights that Jordan has secured from 
the deal. The main opposition relates to Jordan’s place and 


role in the wider Arab World, and to our obviously cordial 
ties with Israel at a time when Israel continues to occupy, 
imprison, torture and kill other Arabs. The peace accord 
with Israel has emphasised how strong are the pan-Arab 
identity and political sentiment of many Jordanians — 
smart, street-wise men, women and children who naturally 
understand that genuine security and long-term develop- 


Turning the heat on Iran 


and the Islamists 


By Jane Hunter 

INTELLIGENCE AGEN- 
CIES of a number of gov- 
ernments have been col- 
laborating in the hunt for 
the bombers that struck 
Israeli and Jewish targets in 
Argentina, Panama and 
Britain last July. But, even 
with the charging of two of 
the five Palestinians 
arrested in London earlier 
this month, it still seems 
that they are yet to identify 
the perpetrators, widely 
assumed to be operatives of 
the Lebanese organisation 
Hizbollah. 

However, if the trail is 
getting cold, the atmos- 
pherics are beating up, as 
Israel, tiie State Depart- 
ment and U.S. Jewish orga- 
nisations mount a vigorous 
campaign against radical 
Islamists and their per- 
ceived sponsor, Iran — a 
campaign that may be in- 
tended to divert attention 
from the conduct of U.S. 
and Israeli intelligence but 
could well divert U.S. poli- 
cy. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin has said last 
summer’s bombing? were a 
response to Israeli attacks 
cm Hizbollah in Lebanon. 
U.S. officials, speaking 
anonymously, told the New 
York Times the same thing. 
A group called Followers of 
Goa, presumably a Hizbol- 
lah creation, immediately 
claimed credit for the July 
18 blast, which tore apart 
the Mutual Argentine- 
Israeli Association building 
in Buenos Aires, killing at 
least 96 people and wound- 
ing 200. 

Nevertheless, Israeli offi- 
cials publicly blamed Iran 
for the attacks and Israel 
pressed Argentina to do the 
same. Buenos Aires was 
close to rupturing diploma- 
tic ties with Iran in August, 
when Argentina’s Supreme 
Court quashed arrest orders 
for four Iranian diplomats 
issued by Judge Juan Jose 
Galeano. Outside observers 
believe Iran may well have 
provided logistic support 
for the bombings but doubt 
it instigated them. Visiting 
Argentina in early January, 
Iraeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres made no specific 
comments on the investiga- 
tion. In an October inter- 
view with an Argentine 
paper. Judge Galeano 
maintained that the evi- 
dence still pointed to the 
four Iranians. But he was 
having trouble locating the 
purported former Iranian 
official. Monoucheh 
Moatamer, on whose testi- 
mony he impugned the di- 
plomats. Iran describes Mr. 
Moatamer as a common cri- 
minal. 

Two senior Argenine 
officials quoted by the 


Washington Post in Octo- 
ber said U.S. intelligence 
officials initially gave Mr. 
Moatamer “high marks.” 
He reportedly predicted to 
Venezuelan officials that 
there would be another 
bomb attack in London. 
The bombings of foe Israeli 
embassy., and the Joint 
Israel Appeal followed in 
July. Iraeli officials at the 
time slammed British au- 
thorities for ignoring 
Argentina's warning, based 
on Mr. Moa tamer’s predic- 
tion. The London police 
commissioner appeared to 
acknowledge the warning in 
his retort that “we were not 
specifically warned with any 
bard intelligence about any 
specific threats.” 

It is perplexing that in 
mid-October, as Judge 
Galeano was preparing to 
interview him, Mr. 
Moatamer flew to the U.S. 
where, at the request of foe 
State Department, he was 
given a “public interest 
parole,” a document that 
could indicate entry as an 
information or a court wit- 
ness. U.S. officials will not 
comment on his situation, 
but a well placed source 
told MEI - that he continues 
to enjoy U.S. asylum. 

U.S. intelligence remains 


. While Washington stays 
mum about Mr. Moatamer, 
U.S. intelligence officers 
have remained engaged in 
the Argentine investiga- 
tion. which has also been 
assisted by officials from 
Israel and Europe. Last 
month, German, U.S. and 
Israeli intelligence officials 
were in Buenos Aires con- 
sulting with Judge Galeano. 
Earlier, a Buenos Aires 
newspaper reported that 
the government had hired 
two former KGB specialists 
in Islamic affairs and that its 
own intelligence agency 
planned to open two new 
stations in Muslim coun- 
tries. 

PuNidv. the U.S. has turned 
the spotlight on Hizbollah. In 
November Philip Wilcox, the 
State Department's ••counter- 
terrorism coordinator." said 
the Argentine bombing was 
"almost certainly the work or 
the Hizbollah." which, he said, 
"has a well organised network 
of cells concealed in peaceful 
Shiite communities around the 
world, including the Amer- 
icas.” 

For several months there 
were reports suggesting that 
Argentinian. U.S. and Israeli 
intelligence, among other 
agencies, were pursuing Hiz- 
bollah members in the area 
where Argentina's borders 
converge with those of Para- 
guay and Brazil. The remote 
area is infamous as a haven for 
illicit activities and most of the 
12.000-strong Arab community 
there is Lebanese. But the 


most detailed news account — 
in the New York Times of Feb. 
1 1 — rests on the unconfirmed 
account of a reporter for the 
Brazilian magazine Isto E. 
Mario Chimanovitch. who says 
Israeli intelligence bas deter- 
mined that the explosives for 
last July's bomb came from a 
border region arms dealer. He 
also daims that a Brazilian. 
Wilson Roberto dos Santos, 
told him he worked with an 
Iranian group involved in the 
bombing and foe. 1992. bombing 
_ of the Israeli embassy in 
Buenos Aires. In November 
Mi. dos Santos told a judge in 
Argentina that in August 1992 
— five months after the embas- 
sy was bombed — he carried a 
suitcase of arms and ammuni- 
tion for the group. But Mr. dos 
Santos later recanted and is 
now in jail in Argentina on 
perjury charges. Argentine au- 
thorities have arrested two 
dozen people — mainly or Mid- 
dle East origin — but, besides 
Mr. dos Samos, only two 
Argentines connected to the 
vehide believed lo have carried 
the bomb are still being held. 

The Panamanian investiga- 
tion bas stalled on a different 
conundrum: The possibility 
that, although claimed by the 
Followers of God, the July 19 
bombing of a commuter plane 
carrying mostly Jews and 
Israelis was actually staged to 
murder a local Jew, Saul 
Schwartz. Mr. Schwartz was 
under investigation by the Ita- 
lian authorities for alleged 
money-laundering for the 
Medellin cartel, according to 
Panamanian reports. 

Authorities have reportedly 
determined that the only un- 
claimed body was that of a 
Lebanese passenger who re- 
fused to provide a local address 
and who was the most badly 
mutilated by the explosives. 
However, soon after the 
attack. Panama’s then 
President-elect Ernesto Perex 
Balladares said it could weU be 
linked to "illegal activities in 
the (Colon) Free Zone,” from 
the Panama City-bound plane 
had departed. Reports over the 
last decade have linked the 
many Israels and Jews who 
work in Colon to arms dealing, 
money laundering and 
sanctions-busting. Panamanian 
officials in the LJ.S. refused to 
comment on the current state 
of the investigation. . 

The fine points of the attacks 
in Panama and Argentina are 
the province of the congnos- 
cente. From the beginning. 
Israeli officials in the West 
have portrayed the attacks as 
the work of enemies of the 
Middle East peace, process. 
And that was the line that was 
hammered home in the West- 
ern media, which often lumped 
the bombings together with 
Hamas' violent campaign in the 
occupied territories and Israel. 

This winter. bracl~began to 
emphasise the dangers of what 
it calls Iran's crash effort to 
obtain nuclear arms. And last 
month, within days of each 
other, several major U.S. Jew- 
ish organisations issued de- 
tailed — and very similar — 
calls for an intensified interna- 
tional and domestic fight 
“radical Islamic terror- 
ism." Citing the July bombings 
as well as the 1993 bombing of 


the World Trade Centre, the 
organisations called for legisla- 
tion to cr a c k down on Islamic 
extremists operating in the 
U.S. 

The seemingly orchestrated 
calls for legislation followed 
what Forward, a New York 
Jewish weekly, reported, was 
months of “exhaustive" col- 
laboration between officials of 
the Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Orga- 
nisations and the FBI to draft 
■ that legislation. In a Jan. 20 
speech. Secretary of State War 
ren Christopher promised 
"new steps” to investigate and 
prosecute activities here in sup- 
port of terrorists abroad. On 
Jan. 24, citing the Argentine 
and British bombings, as well 
as the recent suicide bombings 
in Israel, President Clinton 
issued an "emergency" execu- 
tive order freezing die assets of 
and outlawing donations to 
Hizbollah. Hamas and 10 other 
organisations. 

There are varying interpreta- 
tions of the purpose of the 
Israeli and U.S. campaigns, 
which some long-time obser- 
vers of Israeli lobbying believe 
are flagrantly hyperactrive. 
The campaigns may well have 
their roots in efforts last sum- 
mer to obscure the failure of 
Israel's much vaunted intelli- 
gence to crack any of the 
bombings. 

Focus on foreign demons 

Some obseveis suspect the 
recent push is designed to en- 
gage the enthusiasm of the new 
Republican congressional 
majority, whose inclination is 
to refocus U.S. foreign policy 
on foreign demons and militar- 
ism — and away from innova- 
tions like peace and multilater- 
al action, whether intended or 
not. the proposed legislation's 
inroads into long-established 
constitutional rights could 
appeal to the Republicans’ yen 
to demolish what they char- 
acterise as the effete icons of 
the Democrats’ long rule (such 
as welfare and appeals of death 
sentences). 

The renewed emphasis on 
anti-Israeli terrorism parallels 
recent efforts by some Arab 
governments to make a com- 
mon enemy of radical Islam- 
ism. And both the Israeli and 
these Arab stances are at odds 
with the Clinton administra- 
tion’s most thoughtful foreign 
policy. Articulated in regard to 
Algeria, the policy favours en- 
gaging ascendant Islamists and 
nudging them towards demo- 
cracy. rather than defaulting 
into the role of "great satan. 
as the U.S. did with Iran. 

This policy, with the implicit 
value it puts on human rights, 
is less attractive to some Arab 
governments than Israeli -style 
anti-terrorism, notes Graham 
Fuller, a senior political analyst 
at Rand, a prestigious think 
tank. Some Arab governments, 
such as Tunisia and Egypt, 
prefer the interpretation that 
Islamist political opposition 
“all boils down to te rrorism .” 
Mr. Fuller told MEI. "They 
see Islamism benefiting from a 
reform agenda.” So might the 
Republican Congress. 

Middle East International 


men! prospects depend, first and foremost, on our 
tion into the wider Arab economy J rafcinp 

The peace accord, many of its opponent feel, B 
ns in theother direction — away from ou ^ 
hinterland and towards an unnatural association wd*; 
even dependence upon, the United States and . 

will tell if any of these fears are legitimate. It k a 
tftat foe government is working hard to meod fences witn 
ocher Arab -states, but this may prove to be diffiauttn 
of the very strong message of the peace accord. It 
troubling, on the other hand, that relations are less 
ideal with our four powerful Arab neighbours, oaraejy 
Egypt, Syria,' Iraq and Saudi Arabia- It wouldbe e a$ y Em 
foolish to ignore these realities, or minimise their import- 
ance, or shoot the messengers who bring foe bad news 
but that would not change the realities and their potential 
consequences. . . 

Our immediate challenge in Jordan is to chew on and 
digest these political facts — to figure out the most 
a ppro p ria te way to achieve foe full promise of peace 
without creating permanent scars wifom the Jordanian 
body politic or between Jordan and the wider Arab 
The really imp o rt ant point that should be appreciated is 
that Jor danian domestic concerns about the peace accord 
. are not ideological — they are visceral. They emanate from 
those mysterious regions within the body and the soul from 
whence human beings instinctively understand who they 
are and where they came from, whom they belong w*fo» 
who will love them and protect them, who will stand by 
them, and who wQl feed their children and grandchildren 
and future generations. 

It would be extraordinarily useful and constructive for 
die government and the opposition to the peace issue to 
engage in an open and ongoing dialogue about these issues, 
in Parliament, on television and radio, and in other 
available fora. The government should not fear such a 
discussion, because foe peace accord is signed, delivered 
and (more or less) being implemented. What the govern- 
ment should fear, though, is a situation in which bmp: and 
vital issues that touch on the very essence of human identity 
and belonging are often bottled up and kept out of the 
public debate; this only generates foe kinds of frustration 
and alienation that we have tried to reduce by making 
peace. 

The opposition for its part should welcome snch a 
dynamic, as it would clarify their concerns and allow them 
to impact more coherently on public policy; perhaps it 
would also help to adjust government policies in a manner 
that would strengthen national unity and allow foe Joidan- 
Israel accord to act as a catalyst fin 1 progress on foe other 
negotiating fronts. 
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LETTERS 


Homosexuality 

condemned 

To the Editor: 

IN HIS article, "Homosexuality justified!” (Jordan Times, 
Feb. 6), Waleed Sa’di speaks of homosexuality as a 
biological disorder that cannot be controlled, implicitly 
rejecting discriminating against it. 

Prophet Lot also' had something to say about homosex- 
uals: "What! of all creatures, do ye come into foe males, 
and leave the wives your Lord created for you... (holy 
Koran 26: 165-68).’* So did Prophet Mohammad condemn 
homosexuals. “Damned is the one who commits the acts of 
Lot’s people,” he said. 

Khaled Tulle, 

University of Jordan, 

Amman. 

An era for innovation 

To the Editor: 

WITH THE signing of the peace treaty with Israel-Joidan 
bas entered a new era; an era of innovation, prosperity and 
abundance. This treaty has been long awaited by our 
people who have undergone very hard times daring the last 
40 years of struggle. Now the pursuit of peace bore fruit. 
The countdown towards modernisation and social amity 
has begun. 

The gains we have made from this treaty are many. Our 
tern tones have been retrieved and our borders have been 
demarcated. 

The peace treaty responded to the rapid unfolding of 
events m the .Middle East and to the growing awareness 
within Israel foal there is a need for political settlement 
since violence can only beget violence. But foe task is not 
over and a long road lies ahead before, we could establish 
an abundant and prosperous life. 

Hatem Shihab, - 
Amman. 
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Isolationalism taking hold in the U.S. 


Ageing lords fight for the 

old order and America 

Firsters look to their own 


By Martin Walker 

ALAN GREENSPAN, the 
owlish and cerebral head of 
the U.S. central bank, was 
rahappy about the presi- 
dent’s request but he made 
die phone call anyway. 

It was to Rush Lim- 
haugh, the combative right- 
wing talkshow host. Mr. 
Greespan offered a person- 
al briefing on why it was 
important to America that 
Limbaugb not attack BOl 
Clinton’s {dan to rescue the 
Mexican economy. Mr. 
Umbaguh listened, then car- 
ried on regardless. 

In a way, the incident 
sums up the strange, almost 
surreal plight of the tradi- 
tional masters of die global 
order, the leaders of what is 
routinely described as the 
world’s last superpower: 
“They are reduced to court- 
ing the new populists for 
support for their increasing- 
ly tentative decisions. 

More than five years af- 
ter the Berlin Wall fell, 
marking the triumph of a 
60-year campaign for global 
hegemony, America has 
never been so integrated 
into the global economy it 
fashioned, nor so reluctant 
abont its implications. 

The U.S. is now the 
world's leading exporter, 
with almost a quarter of its 
GDP coming from trade, 
and has a more export- 
dependent economy than 
Japan. A Clinton doctrine 
is emerging that locks the 
country into the new build- 
ing blocks of the global 
economy in North Amer- 
ica, the Pacific Rim and 
entire Western hemisphere. 

But not since the 1930s 
has the United States 
appeared so ready to turn 
inwards again, back to that 
isolationism which Presi- 
dent Franklin Roosevelt 
said had finally been sunk 
at Pearl Harbour. 

The new Republican 
majority swept into power 
in Congress, pledged to for- 
bid any future American 
participation in United Na- 
tions operations without its 
permission. It has vowed to 
build those anti-missile de- 
fences whose promise of an 
impregnable Fortress 
America so gripped the im- 
agination of Ronald 
Reagan. 

The new Republicans 
have little time for the 
traditions of party disci- 
pline. Their fiery new 
speaker. Newt Gingrich 
made common cause with 
Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Greenspan to back the res- 
cue plan for the Mexican 
economy, supporting a key 
partner in the North Amer- 
ican Free Trade Area which 
the Republicans had helped 
devise. But Mr. Clinton 
could not deliver the 
Democratic congressmen. 


Mr. Greenspan could not 
deliver Mr. Limbaogh, and 
Mr. Gingrich could not de- 
liver his Republicans. “Not 

since Senate rejection of 
the League of Nations in 
1919 has our power elite 
suffered such a rout as it has 
on the $40 bilKcm Mexican 
bailout,” crowed Pat 
Buchanan, the conservative 
and unabashed isolationist' 
who challenged George 
Bush in the 1992 presiden- 
tial primaries, and is fan- 
ning a gain next year. 

“The Mexican crisis 
should be a warning to what 
lies at the end of the big 
highway marked with the 
signs NAFTA and GATT. 
We are linking our econo- 
mic security, indeed our 
economic survival, to reg- 
imes like Japan that use 
spies to steal our industrial 
secrets and non-tariff bar- 
riers to keep out our pro- 
ducts. To regimes like Chi- 
na that steal our intellectual 
property and use slave 
labour to earn the capital to 
challenge the U.S. for 
world dominance. To reg- 
imes like Mexico that de- 
value their currency to rob 
investors and drive us ont of 
their markets." 

Buchanan’s words are 
echoed by Democratic con- 
gressmen and in trade un- 
ion haDs around the coun- 
try. The resentment of free 
trade is a bipartisan phe- 
nomenon, a populist revolt 
which startled Mr. Gingrich 
as much as it cheered Mr. 
Buchanan. Mr. Gingrich, 
after all, believes that 
American power has a glob- 
al purpose. When he 
drafted the Republicans’ 
election manifesto, the 10- 
point Contract with Amer- 
ica, he deliberately in- 
cluded a promise of deeper . 
international engagement. 
That is the part of the con- 
tract that Mr. Gingrich's 
foot soldiers have aban- 
doned. Warned in congres- 
sional committee that an 
expanded NATO would re- 
quire spreading the U.S. 
nuclear guarantee over 
Eastern Europe, they back- 
ed away from die demand 
that NATO membership be 
extended to Poland, Hun- 
gary and the Czech and 
Slovak republics by 1999. 

What is left of the foreign 
affaire section of the con- 
tract is so much red meat to 
the isolationist wing. The 
Republicans call for the 
abolition of AID (the 
Agency for International 
Development), and the 
submerging of President 
Kennedy’s Peace Corps 
into a bureau of a dimmed- 
down state department. 

Forgetting that U.S. 
troops stormed ashore at 
D-Day, and fought at the 
Battle of the Bulge, under 
the command of Britain's 
General Montgomery, they 





MISSION UNPOPULAR: Wary U.S. marines 
patrol the helicopter landing pad at Moga- 
dishu airport, checking its security in prepa- 
ration for the landing of 2,600 U.S. and 500 


Italian soldiers around the b eginning of 
March to protect the withdrawal of the last 
2,000 or so U.N. troops from Somalia against 


attacks by clan militias. There is a growing 
opposition in the U.S. to the involvement of 
U.S. forces in U.N. operations (AFP photo) 


demand that U.S. forces 
should never come under 
foreign command. 

The Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee is chaired 
by Jesse Helms of North 
Carolina, who has never 
voted for a foreign aid bill 
and mists Americans “are 
tired of pouring hardearned 
money down ratholes." 

The new chairman of the 
foreign operations commit- 
tee, Senator Mitch McCon- 
nell of Kentucky, who 
wants to abolish AID, has 
almost complete control of 
U.S. spending overseas. 
"We ought not to be using 
our money or our troops m 
places where we have no 
interests. We have to exer- 
cise some restraint" he 
says, explaining why he 
opposed the successful U.S. 
operation to restore demo- 
cratic rule to Haiti. “Why m 
the world would we spend a 
billion and a half dollars 
picking sides in a banana 
republic 7° 

One might get the im- 
pression from the election 
that Republicans as a group 
are isolationist, Mr. 
McConnell says. “Not so. 
Fm an internationalist, and 
my goal is to see that our 
party not be isolationist. 
But you have to put your- 
self on a diet when it comes 
to intervention, and devise 
a meticulous approach to 
the use of tire military, and 
target foreign aid to areas 
where U.S. interests lie." 

In a way, the word “isola- 
tionist" lets the Republi- 
cans off the hook, evoking a 
1920s-sty!e retreat from an 
entangling world. The term 
they prefer these days is 
“unilateralist” coined in re- 
sponse to the Clinton admi- 
nistration's early failing 


King meets Abdul Meguid 


(Continued from page 1) 
ing such a meeting is the' 
responsibility of Arab leaders 
not tbe Arab League," be 
said. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid said he 
and Sharif Zeid discussed the 
question of coordinating 
Jordanian-Arab League 
efforts towards ensuring the 
success of a March 22 Arab 
League Council meeting and 
reviewed current develop- 
ments in the Arab region. 

A statement following the 
meeting, which was attended 
by Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and Minister 
of State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs Ibrahim Izzeddine, 
said that the two sides re- 
viewed tbe peace process, 
pan-Arab affairs and the 
Arab League’s role in the 
coming stage. 

The prime minister voiced 


Jordan's full backing for the 
Arab League and its various 
agencies towards serving 
Arab causes and enhancing 
Arab solidarity. 

He said that Jordan, which 
chairs the current Arab 
League Council session, 
would do all that in its power 
to ensure the success of the 
league's efforts to serve Arab 
causes and implement all 
topics on tbe session's agen- 
da. 

Mr. Kabariti earlier met 
Dr. Abdul Meguid for an 
exchange of views on Arab 
affairs and the work of the 
Arab League. 

In a statement after the 
meeting, Mr. Kabariti said 
Jordan was seeking to ensure 
the success of the Arab 
League in rebuilding bridges 
of confidence and restoring 
Arab solidarity. 


Israelis fire at Lebanese boats 

(Continued from page 1) sign a peace treaty with the 

Jewish state before Syria 
fates Beirut’s political agen- does. 


da. Although Lebanon has 
fewer problems to resolve 
with Israel, it is unlikely to 


U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher was to 
return to the Middle East in 


Iraq dismisses U.S. threat 


(Continued from page 3) 

“Iraq’s march is unique in 
the sense it has not raised 
tactical slogans which h foiled 
to implement,* 4 he said of his 
pledge to beat tbe embargo. 

The state-run press is 
xiHfying Ms. Albright. 

The government newspap- 


er Aj jumhouriya said she 
was gripped by “hysteria un- 
common for a woman of her 
age.”* 

“We say ... to this old 
woman with a vicious tongue 
... despite your and (Presi- 
dent BDI) Clinton’s will of 
evil and barbarism, the sanc- 
tions shall be lifted," the 
paper said. 


with "muscular multi- 
lateralism’’ in Somalia and 
Haiti. 

Some, of a more historic- 
al bent, use the old phrase 
“America Firsters.’’ Ted 
Galen Carpenter, of die 
libertarian think -tank die 
Gaio Institute, is tbe most 
prominent advocate of tbe 
minimalist foreign policy 
which is influential among 
congressional Republicans. 

“Its not isolationism. Un-. 
ilateralism is tbe major fea- 
ture. It is a more nationalist 
foreign policy, a much more 
selective use of military en- 
gagement, asking the auto- 
matic question: “What’s in 
it for us?" tie says. 

“There are some interest- 
ing parallels with Gaullism, 
that America is a special 
kind of nation, with a spe- 
cial role and special obliga- 
tions. all stemming from a 
unique identity... 

“We want to benefit from 
our engagement in world 
affairs and from our lead- 
ership, but at the same time 
we are reluctant to pay die 
costs in tbe way we once 
did." 

The advocates of tradi- 
tional internationalist fore- 
ign policy are still trying to 
understand the speed with 
which the American politic- 
al scene has shifted under 
the feet, and are warning 
that the new Republican 
approach is much more 
dangerous than it might 
look. 

Charles William Maynes, 
editor of the quarterly jour- 
nal Foreign Policy, and for- 
mer assistant secretary of 
state for international 
affairs in the Carter admi- 
nistration, is worried. 
“There is now more danger 
of the U.S. returning to me 
pure isolationism of 1920-25 


than I have ever seen. At 
the moment, the current is 
unilateralist rather than iso- 
lationist, but it will lead to 
isolationism, because we 
will not be able to carry the 
allies with us. 

"There is a presumption 
that U.S. leadership will be 
indefinitely sustained be- 
cause of the automatic fel- 
lowship of our aDies. But 
our allies followed because 
they were frightened of the 
Soviet Union. Now they 
aren't. They are frightened 
of other things, like Muslim 
fundamentalism in North 
Africa, which are for less 
compelling to us. The un- 
ilateralist current is so 
strong in Congress now, 
and the Clinton administra- 
tion is so weak, that it 
cannot stand up to it Con- 
gress has always been scep- 
tical of the U.N., of in tor- 
national commitments, and 
successive White Homes in 
the past have always stood 
up to it.” 

Mr. Maynes notes that 
there was always an isola- 
tionist current in the Re- 
publican Party, based in the 
geographic heartland of tbe 
mid-West. But it was tradi- 
tionally balanced and usual- 
ly overcome by die New 
England republicans, repre- 
senting a EurophOe and 
maritime trading region, 
whose influence has steadi- 
ly dwindled. 

“If the U.S. based fore- 
ign policy solely on our vital 
national interests, we 
wouldn’t have one, because 
in a sense, we don't need 
one. Protected by two 
ocean moats, seif-reliant in 
food and raw materials, 
with a rich continent and 
markets to the south, this 
country faces no real secur- 


‘PLO could freeze talks' 


Mr. Kabariti said Jordan 
was seeking the convening of 
several mini Arab-summits or 
the creation of mediation 
committees to tour Arab 
countries. 

Mr. Kabariti also said be 
discussed with Dr. Abdul 
Meguid the agenda of the 
Arab League Council's meet- 
ing, which, among other 
things, include the creation of 
an Arab court of justice. 

He said discussion also co- 
vered the prospects of 
amending the Arab League's 
Charter in a manner that 
would ensure resolutions are 
taken by majority vote and 
not unanimously as well as 
the question of extending the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. He said that Jordan j 
calls for the creation of a j 
regional centre for coopera- 
tion and security. 


March to try to revive peace 
talks that have been stale- 
mated for over a year. 

AJ Hayat, a London-based 
Lebanese newspaper, re- 
ported Monday that 
Lebanese officials expect the 
fishing blockade to continue 
until Mr. Christopher's trip. 

France on Monday conde- 
mned the Israeli naval block- 
ade on Lebanon, saying 
Lebanese territorial rights 
bad to be respected. 

"This situation must not 
continue,’’ said foreign minis- 
try spokesman Richard De- 
que. "We have called on 
Israel to respect Lebanon’s 
sovereignty over its territorial ; 
waters,” 


(Continued from page 1) 


or some 7,000, who would be 
compensated. 

“We want to show there is 
a way forward that is not very 
complicated and doesn’t re- 
quire serious sacrifices to get 
to the next stage," Mr. 
Reshef said. 

“Even one settlement 
going would be a signal to the 
Palestinians... that we are 
moving in the direction of 
giving back the land.” 

Tbe prime minister had 
reiterated his opposition to 
the evacuation of any settle- 
ments during tbe five-year 
period of autonomy Mr. 
Reshef admitted. 

But the left-wing Meretz 
Party, junior partner in Mr. 
Rabin's coalition, bad agreed 
to adopt tbe plan under 
which the Israeli army could 
continue to patrol main roads 
to remaining settlements, he 
said. No settlements in the 
Jordan Valley would be 
affected. 

The four Meretz ministers 
would support the plan in 
cabinet, Mr. Reshef said. 

Peace Now believes that in 
the long-term all West Bank 
and Gaia settlements should 
be removed and a Palestinian 
state- created alongside 
Israel. 

In Jericho. Israel agreed 
Monday to return to the 
Palestinians more than Sll 
million levied as VAT on 
goods Imported into the self- 
rule areas last year, s senior 
official said. 


The deal was struck at talks 
between Israeli Finance 
Minister Avraham Shohat 
and Palestinian Economic 
Minister Ahmad Qouriea. 

Palestinian delegate Samir 
Hulayyel said Israel would 
return 34 million shekels 
($11.3 million) during the 
week on urn of $4.5 million 
handed back last week. 

He also said Israel and 
donor countries would short- 
ly start to set up a series of 
industrial parks on the edge 
of the Jewish state and the 
autonomous zones to help 
create jobs. 

Tbe meeting was one of a 
series of follow-up talks on 
the implementation of an 
economic accord signed in 
Paris last April in the 
framework of the 1993 dec- 
laration of principles. 

Mr. Qouriea said the 
Palestinians complained ab- 
out the army’s continued clo- 
sure of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip since a Jan. 22 
suicide bombing killed 21 
Israelis. 

Israel eased the closure last 
week granting 15,000 work 
permits to Palestinians, but 
tens of thousands more are 
out of work. 

Mr. Shohat said farther 
meetings would take place 
next week to develop coop- 
eration. 

Meanwhile in Gaza City, 
Japan Monday banded over a 
$5 million cheque to the PNA 
for road works. 


ity threat. No one could 
conquer us or destroy us 
without embarking on a 
suicide mission, * Mr. 
Maynes says. 

“So to have a foreign 
policy, you have to go 
beyond these core interests, 
and make tbe case that sta- 
bility in Europe and in Asia 
and the Gulf are also parts 
of our vital interests. When 
we had the great Soviet 
enemy, that case was dear, 
ft is ranch less dear now." 

Sherie Schwennmger is 
director of the World Polity 
Institute in New York. This 
year, like last year, he was 
asked to help draft the fore- 
ign policy section of Presi- 
dent Clinton’s State of the 
Union speech. What wor- 
ries him is tbe speed with 
which the interests of the 
U.S. and Europe are di- 
verging. The- argument over 
Bosnia was where 'tins be- 
gan; it has smee become 
much sharper. 

“The West as a security 
system is fragmenting, be- 
cause tile unity provided by 
the single Soviet threat is 
being replaced by separate 
regional threats. The U.S. 
feels threatened by an eco- 
nomic crisis by Mexico 
which has little resonance 
for Europe. Tbe Europeans 
feel threatened by. Islamic 
fundamentalism in North 
Africa, which is far less of 
an issue in the U.S.” Mr. 
Sch wenninger said. 

“In the past, this kind of 
split between the U.S. and 
the European allies oould 
be resolved, not just be- 
cause of NATO and the 
Soviet threat, but because 
there was a bipartisan fore- 
ign policy elite which 
tended to speak with a sing- 
le voice. But now we see a 


fragmentation of tbe Amer- 
ican foreign policy com- 
munity, with separate con- 
stituencies rallying around 
Bosnia, or Haiti, or China, 
and no mutying paradigm 
like tbe cold war to bind 
them together. 

“The most serious dis- 
junction is that the embrace 
of a global tee marked 
trading system is the domi- 
nant policy of the governing 
class. But there is no con- 
sensus that the U.S. should 
assume die responsibility 
for ensuring the global sta- 
bility required for that free 
trade system, nor for build- 
ing the institutions it re- 
quires." 

People such as . Mr. 
Maynes and Mr. Sch Wen- 
ninger, with their think- 
tanks and foreign policy 
journals and White House 
seminars, are starting to re- 
semble’ decayed ans totals 
of an andea regime. They 
are trying to maintain, a 
traditional lifestyle as the 
old chatean is dismantled 
around them, their tapes- 
tries ripped down to be- 
come cloaks for the rebel- 
lions peasants who now 
control Congress. 

Consider Madeleine 
Albright, the ambassador 
to the U.N. frying to stem 
the tide against the Repub- 
lican congressmen’s loath- 
ing for the U.N. and afl its 
works. She fried quoting 
their own party leaders, 
starting with George Bush 
in 1992 intoning that the 
U.N. “is emerging as a cen- 
tral instrument for the pre- 
vention and resolution of 
conflicts and the preserva- 
tion of peace." 

That didn’t work, so she 
quoted Ronald Reagan, in 
the same year, calling for “a 


standing U.N. force — an 
army of conscience — 
equipped and prepared to 
carve out humanitarian 
Mncfnar fes through force if 
necessary.” 

That didn’t work either. 
She tried a desperate 
appeal to logic. If this Re- 
publican bill to take Amer- 
ica ont of the U.N. 
peacekeeping business went 
through, it would mean an 
American that could not 
mount a new Desert Storm, 
and could not legally have 
fought the Korean war. 
“The irony is that if we put 
the U.N. out of business, 
onr costs will go up, not 
down, for our interests will 
require that we act on our 
own more often. The wear 
and tear on our military will 
be greater, not less," she 
said. 

Finally, she was reduced 
to defiance: "This adminis- 
tration will- not allow the 
hullabaloo over a more re- 
cent contract to cause the 
charter of the U.N., tbe 
contract of Truman and 
Dulles and Franklin 
Roosevelt and Eleanor 
Roosevelt and the genera- 
tion that triumphed over 
the Nazis, to be rapped to 
shreds.” 

Sony, Madeleine. That 
line does not bring them to 
their' feet any more. The 
line that does won the Re- 
publican leader. Senator 
Robert Dole, a standing 
ovation before tbe Republi- 
can National Committee 
last week: “When we recap- 
ture tbe White House, no 
American boys are gonna 
be serving under the com- 
mand of Field-Marshal 
Boutros Boutros Ghaii." . 

The Guardian 


Yemen, Saudi border 
deal may herald new era 


By Assem Abdul Mohsen 

Renter 


SANAA — The memoran- 
da m of understanding 
signed by Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia aimed at solving a 
60-year-old border dispute 
may herald a new era of 
stability between the Ara- 
bian peninsula neighbours, 
diplomats said. 

But both parties to tbe 
accord face challenges to 
make the accord stick. 

As for as Yemen is con- 
cerned, diplomats say 
Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh must con- 
vince his people, tradi- 
tionally hostile to aqd suspi- 
cions of Saudi Arabia, that 
the agreement wflj lead to a 
solution of the tow. 

“His tramp card will be 
to convince the Yemenis, 
severely pre ssu red by eco- 
nomic difficulties, that a 
settlement of the border 
dispute on the basis of the 
memorandum will help case 
their sufferings," one diplo- 
mat said. 

Since 1990, ties between 
the tw o states have been 
strained, mainly as a result 
of Yemen’s vote in the Un- 
ited Nations against the re- 
solution that sanctioned the 
1991 Gulf war to expel Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait 


Ties suffered farther in 
15194 when Saudi Arabia 
appeared to side with a bid 
by Southern Yemenis to 
secede from the North. Ye- 
men is still recovering from 
the aftermath of the civfl 
war, which aided with the 
defeat of the secessionists 
last July. 

But the friction goes back 
further. 

As one diplomat put it, 
ties between the two coun- 
tries, "were at best luke- 
warm most of the time since 
the 1934 Taif agreement 
which the Yemenis still re- 
gard m imfairanri 
the weight of their mffitaiy 
defeat before the Saadis." 

Saudi Defence Mtnister 
Prince Sultan Bin Abdul 
Aziz said the basis of Sun- 
day's memorandum was 
“no couquerer and no van- 
quished. 

“There are half a million - 
Yemenis working here, tbe 
prince told reporters after 
the signing. “It is not possi- 
ble that we treat the Yeme- 
nis less well than we treat 
other Arabs." 

Parts of the ll-article 
memorandum, signed in the 
prince's palace in tbe Mas-, 
tim holy city of Mecca, 
appeared to require com- 
promises by bom sides. 

ft provides for the forma- 
tion of a joint committee 


within 30 days to renew 
demarcation signs estab- 
lished under the Taif agree- 
ment between Saadi Arabia 
and the former North Ye- 
men. 

ft also said die two sides 
would try to establish an 
arbitration mechanism and 
continue work “leading to 
demarcation of the remain- 
der of the borders..." 

This point appeared to be 
a Yemeni concession. 
Sanaa wanted die border 
between Saudi Arabia and 
the former North Yemen 
and South Yemen, which 
merged in 1990, to be tack- 
led as one issue. 

The two tides also prom- 
ised not to allow their coun- 
tries to be used as “a base 
and centre for aggression 
against each other or for the 
carrying out of any politic- 


a i. mn itary or information 
activities against tbe other 
side." 

This appeared to be a 
Saudi concession, as Sanaa 
has complained Riyadh was 
giving refage to the Yemeni 
opposition. 

“We said we are one 
coantnr and one people. If 
some blemishes took place 
between ns in tbe past, thk 
is over," Prince Sunan said. 

But he added: "We stfll 
have a long way to go.-'! 
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Information society dreams of future Saudi Arabia may let foreigners 

DDI icon r> t . . . .... ....... mf ■ . ' 



BRUSSELS (AFP) — Hie" keep consensus onthfe-agen- 
group of seven (G-7) roost!,. da* 2nd in their blueprint's 
industrialised nations agreed _. conclusions, 
to speed up liberalisation in "V No wonder, for the stakes 
the world's major telecom- are high: Investment in this 


momcations markets at its 
ministerial conference which 
ended Sunday by launching a 
wideranging blueprint for the 
future: 

The G-7 partners agreed to 
collaborate on the basis of 
eight core principles to real- 
ise their vision of the Global 
Information Society via the 
promotion or dynamic com- 
petition and private invest- 
ment within an adaptable 
regulatory !ramc* i ^Ti: sjvir.a 
open access r .-* •; :ri:s. 

But the inpjTiiirc tcchno- 
culturai revolution gave rise 
to fears of the momentous 
social ccnsei] ■: micht 
bring in its . j"d con- 
ferees were risen :j Veep 
such fears ancer wraps as 
their meeting came to a close. 

And there v-r.s no nistak- 
ing the presence of ulterior 
motive:, htirr: tired hy the 
captains of :r.r:s;r hovcrinE 
at politician' as they 
waited tor the ii^h, 10 
snatch at ihcir ..run!-: of what 
promise* io ce a new 
moneyspirnint rt'V- 1 ' mar- 
ket. 

As for the politicians them- 
selves meeting in closed ses- 
sions. they strove msnfullv ro 


hi-tech future involves bil- 
lions of dollars and many 
battles lie ahead between 
large internationals and con- 
sortia as they rush' to place 
themselves at the revolution's 
cutting edge. 

Hence the lively pleas for 
free competition and the 
opening up of everyone else's 
markets: 

Ail the firms represented 
in Brussels were drawn to the 
conference by a plethora of 
seductive dreams: Of being 
able in this brave new world 
.to consul encyclopaedia on a 
small screen, make “virtual'' 
tours of famous museums or 
Saint Peter's Basilica in 
Rome from one's own sitting 
room, or even drive an “in- 
telligent" car. 

But the new technology 
will also allow the .consumer 
tc choose a film and go shop- 
■ ping without leaving home. 

As former European Com- 
mission president Jacques 
Delors earlier told the assem- 
bled gathering; "You have to 
fix a few simple objectives to 
reassure people.” 

He added a balance had to 
be struck between allowing 
free competition to aid in- 


novation, and regulating to 
protect the young and with- 
hold information better left 
in the private domain, such as 
intellectual property, while 
preserving cultural diversity. 

Mr. Delors meanwhile re- 
jected fears that the “in- 
formation highway” revolu- 
tion — the term still means 
little to the average citizen of 
the world, polls suggested 
Sunday — would destroy jobs 
and widen the gap between 
rich and poor nations. 

“I have heard only optimis- 
tic words over employment 
prospects," Mr. Delors said. 

His optimism was echoed 
by European Industry Com- 
missioner Martin Bange- 
mann, who admitted 
nonetheless that there would 
be short-term job cuts. 

But “job losses will be 
even more severe if we do not 
profit from technological 
evolution," he warned. 

The advent of the informa- 
tion society “will generate 
more jobs than it will des- 
troy." Mr. Bangemann in- 
sisted. 

The director general of 
Japan's National Centre for 
Science Information Systems, 
Hiroshi Inose, said the idea 
that computers were “job 
destroyers" had to be fought 
against. 

“You have to make work 


more entertaining and enter- 
tainment more instructive,” 
he said. 

But there were those 
whose nagging doubts would 
not go away. 

The doubters Included 
South African Vice-President 
Thabo Mbeki, a guest to the 
meeting, who played up the 
worry of less-developed na- 
tions that they were to be left 
trailing in the slipstream of 
the info-saturated first world. 

He noted there were 
already more telephone lines 
in Manhattan than in the 
whole of sub-Saharan Africa. 
. But industrialists as a 
whole were eager to start 
driving down those informa- 
tion superhighways, con- 
vinced they held the key to a 
prosperous future and repre- 
sented “a new chance,” 
perhaps the only real chance, 
even for less developed na- 
tions to become plugged in to 
the system. 

French Industry Minister 
Josse Rossi for his part prom- 
ised “everything will be done 
to avoid a two-speed global 
information society." 

But Pierre Lescure, chair- 
man of French pay-TV sta- 
tion Canal Plus, warned that 
“we will have to pay for these 
(less-developed) countries to 
gain access to the information 
highways.” 


■ i . 

buy stocks through 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
may allow foreigners for the 
first time to invest in its 
burgeoning stock market 
through mutual funds 
although the right would be 
limited initially to residents in 
the kingdom, bankers said 
Monday. 

The possibility has been 
under discussion in the mar- 
ket for about two months by 
the Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency (SAMA), the Saudi 
central banking body that 
regulates the market, though 
bankers said SAMA was not 
expected to decide for some 
time yet. 

“It is more than an idea. It 
is likely to happen but we 
don't know when. It is de- 
finitely on the cards," said 
one senior banker in Saudi 
Arabia. “The authorities 
would like to see more liquid- 
ity in the mutual fund mar- 
ket." he added. 

The Cyprus-based weekly 
newsletter Middle East Eco- 
nomic Survey (MEES), 
which was first to report the 
posable entry of foreigners to 
the Saudi market Monday, 
said SAMA had yet to decide 
if foreigners other than resi- 


dents wtfald be allowed in. 

“What is being discussed is 
allowing resident foreigners 
in Saudi Arabia to purchase 
units in certain, mutual funds 
which would -exclude any in- 
vested in banks,” the senior 
banker said.". ■ ■ 

The move, if.it goes ahead, 
would te a major new step to 
open up the tire Saudi mar- 
ket, one of the hugest in tire 
Middle East, where the value 
of shares traded stood at 25 
billion riyals ($6.5=tiiUion) in 
1994. 

Bankers said die value of 
existing mutual funds was 
only about S200 million but 
the step would nevertheless be 
significant as a pointer to 
further liberalisation of the 
Saudi market. 

Only Saudi nationals had 
so far been allowed to deal in 
Saudi shares but a summit of 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) leaders decided in 
December to aUpw nationals 
of all GCC states to buy 
stocks' in any member state — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Bahrain and 
the United Arab Emirates. 

The GCC decision ex- 
cluded bank shares, the mar- 


quarter of the value of shares 
traded in the Saudi market, 
and the new move to allow 
other foreigners appears to 
be following the' same pat- 
tern. 

“Resident, foreigners 
would be able to invest in 
Saudi equities and other 
types of instruments but not 
bank shares. The funds are 
managed by Saudi banks,” 
the senior banker added. 

Up to four million fore- 
igners work in Saudi Arabia 
and are estimated to transfer 
about IS billion riyals ($4.8 
billion) out of the kingdom 
every eyar. .... 

“If the government can 
persuade some of that- money 
to stay hems to be invested in 
mutual funds, obviously that 
would be to the kingdom’s 
advantage,*’ one banker 
said. 

Of the other GCC states, 
Oman and Bahrain allow 
fanned foreign investment in 
their stock markets. Kuwait 
allows resident expatriates to 
buy into local mutual funds, 

“The step if approved will 
bring more potential inves- 


tors Which the Saudi eco- 
nomy now needs," one bank- 
er said, . 

“It will add money to me 
market and will help activate 
the market,” another banker 
said. 

The Saudi stock marker 
has been in general 
after hitting a peak in 1992 m 
the euphoria after the Gulf 
war which ' ended Iraq s 
seven-month occupation of 
Kuwait. 

The market index, set up in 
1985 at 100, has halved since 
the peak and now hovers just 
above 120 after falling steadi- 
ly in recent months largely 
due to concern over the eco- 
nomy as limited oil revenues 
translate into restrictions on 
government spending. 

Last week the index fell by 
to its Lowest level since May 
1991. SAMA figures showed 
the index fell to 121.99 points 
on Feb. 19 from 122.46 points 
the previous week. 

But this belies extraordin- 
ary activity that saw the value 
of shares traded last year rise 
by 43 per cent from 17,3 
billion riyals ($4.6 billion) in 
1993; • 


Copyright pact to open 
China’s media market 


Report: $15b a year needed to alleviate poverty in South Asia 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton Sunday 
hailed an agreement with 
Beijing that averted a trade 
war over copyright protec- 
tion, saying the accord wiil 
help open China's huge un- 
tapped market to U.S. expor- 
ters. 

“This is a strong agreement 
for American companies and 
American workers, Mr. Clin- 
ton said m a written state- 
ment shortly after the agree- 
ment was signed by U.S. and 
Chinese trade negotiators in 
Beijing. 

“China will undertake im- 
mediate steps to crack down 
on piracy, enforce intellec- 
tual property rights and pro- 
vide more open access for 
U.S. exporters to the 
burgeoning China market,” 
Mr. Clinton added. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Mickey Kantor dropped an 
action that would have Han- 
pored punitive 100 per cent 
tariffs on about $1.08 billion 
of Oiinese imports. They 
would have been the largest 
trade sanctions in U.S. his- 
tory and China was prepared 
to impose similar punitive 
duties on a variety of imports 
from the United States. 

The agreement, signed just 
a few hours after the sanc- 
tions were to go into effect, 
allows U.S. music, film and 
computer software com- 
panies to create joint ven- 
tures with Chinese firms to 
produce and distribute legiti- 
mate copies of their products 
and to share in the profits, 
the U.S. trade representa- 
tive's office said. 


Peanuts 


At a news conference, Mr. 
Kantor. flanked by repre- 
sentatives of music, software 
and film industries, said he 
could not put a dollar amount 
on the impact the agreement 
will have on those businesses. 

“It’s fair to say it will have 
an enormous impact," Mr. 
Kantor said. U.S. firms said 
they have lost dose to $1 
billion due to pirated goods 
in China. 

The agreement opens up 
China’s tightly controlled 
market to U.S. exporters, 
U.S. negotiators had argued 
that piracy was rampant in 
China because of tight con- 
trols on legitimate products. 
The agreement eliminates 
quotas, import licence re- 
quirements and other import 
restrictions on films, muse 
and {mbits bed products, the 
trade representative’s office 
said. ■* ■ 

China also agreed to take 
steps to more strictly enforce 
its laws protecting copyrights, 
patents and trademarks and 
to open its courts to ensure 
that U.S. copyright holders 
have success to them. 
Washington had com plained 
about China's lack of en- 
forcement of its own copyr- 
ight protection laws. 

The United States had de- 
manded that China take ac- 
tion against some 29 factories 
known to be producing about 
75 million copies of pirated 
compact discs a year. At Sun- 
day's news conference, Mr. 
Kantor noted that Chinese 
authorities overnight raided 
the most notorious of the 
pirating factories. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
South Asia, which accounts 
for more than half of the 
world’s poorest people, 
needs an additional $15 bil- 
lion a year over the next 
decade to reduce poverty to 
five per cent of the popula- 
tion, according to a report. 

“India has more people 
below the poverty hue than 
Africa has people,” said 
Hans-C. Von Sponeck, the 
United Nations resident 
coordinator in India. “By the 
Indian definition, 300 
million-plus people are living 
below the poverty line.” 

“The largest number of 
victims in this group are 
women," be said, releasing 
the conclusions of U.N.- 


sponsored discussions here 
among Indian decision- 
makers ahead of the March 
6-12 U.N. World Summit for 
Social Development in 
Copenhagen. 

Politicians, bureaucrats, 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions, industrialists, journal- 
ists, trade unionists, U.N. 
representatives and 
academics took part in the 
talks and came up with what 
was described as a “Summit- 
related action plan.” 

Professor S.R. Hash ini. a 
principal adviser to India's 
Planning Commission, said 
there was an acute “resource 
gap” among the seven mem- 
bers of the Sooth Asian Asso- 
ciation for Regional Coop- 


eration (SAARC). 

He estimated that the 
SAARC countries would re- 
quire an additional $15 bil- 
lion a year over the next 10 
years to bring down poverty 
to five percent of the popula- 
tion. 

“For the low- and middle- 
income countries as a whole, 
the gap was $235 billion,” be 
added. 

SAARC, which groups 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
the Maldives, Nepal, Pakis- 
tan and Sri Lanka, accounts 
for around half of the 13 
billion pe ople surviving on 
less than $370 a year, the 
Worid Bank definition of the 
poverty line. 

Mr. Hashim said the $15 


billion needed by SAARC 
nations was in- addition to 
funds already being spent cm 
poverty alleviation and 
assumed a one per cent re- 
duction in military expendi- 
ture and a three per cent rise 
in the savings rate. 

Participants in the discus- 
sions agreed that a “major 
task” in alleviating poverty 
would be to “raise resources 
at the national level” and 
come up with’ “innovative 
sources of funding." 

Among the recommenda- 
tions were reducing military 
expenditure, raising the sav- 
ings rate, improving tax col- 
lection, diversification of ex- 
ports and greater efficiency in 
public spending. 


German deficits to shrink on strong growth in east 


BONN (R) — Resurgent 
economic growth in eastern 
Germany will help reduce 
Bonn's fiscal deficit over'the 
next few years but restoring 
the virtually balanced Budget 
seen before unification in 
1990 will be difficult, eco- 
nomists say. 

“Among the major indust- 
rial nations, Germany alone 
can say its fiscal deficit stems 
from one cause, and drat is 
transfers to the east,” said 
Holger Schmieding, senior 
economist at Merrill Lynch 
Bank in Franfurt. 

Transfers totalled about 
160 billion marks ($109 bil- 
lion) last year, private sector 
economists estimate. 

This was roughly compara- 
ble to an estimated 156 bil- 
lion mark ($106 billion) pub- 
lic sector shortfall, which 


comprises all levels of Ger- 
man government, social 
security and servicing debts 
for tile Tceuhand privatisation 
agency. 

In 1994 the federal deficit 
alone was 50 billion marks 
($33.9 billion), 19.1 bOHon 
($13 bflhoa) less than fore- 
cast as an unexpectedly early 
resumption of growth 
boosted revenue. 

“The deficit reduction in 
1994 was basically a gift to 
the government from the cyc- 
lical r* jveiy,” said Holger 
Fahiinkiug at UBS. “Further 
progress on the structural de- 
ficit will be bard.” 

The government is fore- 
casting a 1995 federal deficit 
of 58.6 billion marks ($39.8 
trillion) but hopes the final 
figure will be much lower. 

It set a target last year of 


reducing the federal shortfall 
gradually to 27 billion marks 
$183 bfllkm) in: 19984: ' 

Strong growth of around 
eight per cent a year in east 
Germany will gradually re- 
duce the need for transfers in 
coming years. 

‘Transfers wiil certainly 
decline on a net basis, as 
growth- boosts government - 
tax revenue from the east,” 
said Gerhard Grebe, chief 
economist at Bank Julius 
Baer. 

However, economists at 
Salomon Brothers said in a 
recent report that continued 
pressure by unions in the east 
to raise pay to Western 
levels, debate the region’s 
lower productivity, could 
slow the decline in transfers. 

Mr. Schmieding estimates 
that the total public sector 


deficit dropped to around 4.7 
per cent of moss domestic 
product (GD^ in 1994 from 
6.1 per cent the year before. 

It should drop below three 
per cent by 1997 and to two 
per cent by 2000 if the gov- 
ernment meets its target of 
hunting spending mcreases to 
the inflation rateptus one per 
'cent" 

Guentherl Thnxnann of 
Salomon Brothers said the 
remtroduction of a 73 per 
cent solidarity surcharge on 
income and corporation tax 
last month should help trim 
tire deficit this year. 

The favourable trend 
should then continue, except 
for 1996, when costly mea- 
sures to raise the tax 
threshold for the poor and 
improve the position of fami- 
lies could inflate the deficit. 


THE BETTER HALF. 

1 61AS8EF6EN 


By Gtasbergen 


THE WORLD FAMOUS 
STOMACH SLIDE.. 


'ALL RIGHT. WHO 
WANTED THE 
< HOT WATER 

bottle?. 


lunur 






Aasr?.- 


o 


i 






DON'T l “^ k 

rOSGST yoUR | 
LLV 3 RE 1 LA, / 

per , V 

r ^T 7 ohTV 

( THANKS/l 

4 psr-j 


r HE'S GOT A GOOD MEMORY, \lj 
► NEVER FORGETS A TWIN©- 
EXCEPT WHO HE'S MARRIED TO/ 


“I read seven Dr. Seuss books to 
your sister’s son. i’ll lose my marbles, 
thafs for sure, if I read another one!” 
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tom the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


1 r 1 r 






Yesterday’s 


Print answer here: fYl QTXX3 

(Answers tomorrow] 

Jumbles: ADAPT VYING GRASSY BOBBIN 
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The participants said that 
in the case of liberalising 
India, economic growth 
should be “immediately 
geared toward poverty alle- 
viation, productive employ- 
ment creation and social in- 
tegration.” 

They also said that press- 
ure should be put on de- 
veloped countries to meet the 
target allocating 0.7 per cent 
of gross national product to 
official development assist- 
ance. The present average is 


034 per cent. 

“It is 0.2 per cent in the 
case- of the United States, 
destroying the myth of the 
big sacrifice,” said U.N. offi- 
cial Von Sponeck. “There is 
no big saaifice.” 

Indian Prime Minister P. V. 
Narasimha Rao is among the 
leaders of more than 160 
countries planning to attend 
the Copenhagen summit, 
whose stated goals are attack- 
ing poverty, building solidar- 
ity and creating jobs. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY FEBRUARY 28, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll tighter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You know how. to improve existing 
cooditioas at your home and get excellent results. Stay within your 
budget this evening or you win be short of money later on. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Add to important routines early in 
the day and acco m plish a great . de^L Show more tmdeistanmng 
towards associates or there couUjbe great problems. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Rad.out what your true financial 
status is this morning and do whatever is necessary to bring more 
abundance. Persev eran ce pays off. Enjoy fee' company of a'dosc 
friend this evening. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Get an eariy start on 
im portant h miiie« matters so that you’ll have time for recreation 
later. Pay vital bills that may have come up. 

- USO^Jtriy 22 to August 21); Study perso na l aspect s ' o f yuur lifeand 
figure out die proper way to improve them, ths morning. Strive Cor 
increase h a ppi n e ss in your personal fife. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Gain the cooperation of good 
friends for a personal interest you have in mind this morning. Obtain 
data you need from the right source for a c urren t project. 

I JURA: (September 23 to October 22) Look to a higher up for 
support you need today in order to further your career. Take no risk 
where your personal health is concerned at this time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Figure out a practical way 
that could give yon added income in the fringe. Follow the advice of 
a financial expert and you wQl have more success. 
SAGHTARTOSs (November 22 to December 21) Be sure to keep 
promises made during fids week. Sidestep one who has an eye on 
your assets or yon will be left with a fade in your pocket. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) An aanattf who is 
upset may try to pressure you into something that is not to your 
fitting this morning. Put your foot down and resist or trouble follows. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Attend to important 
dunes early ana show your efficiency in handling them. Show your 
increased royalty to the one you love and benefits will abound. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Investigating a new outlet now 
coukl be profitable to you in the future. Contaa higher ups and gain 
everything you need for that special project. 

Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 
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** THE MINISTRY of 
& Public Works and Housing 
intends to implement major 
projects in the Jordan Valley 
(A1 Ghor) estimated at JD 
133 million. The projects in- 
clude a JD 75 million. 120- 
kilometre road between 
North Shouneh and South 
Shouneh, a JD 20 million. 
23-kilometre road between 
Kufur Houd and Prince 
Mohammad Bridge, a JD 18 
million. 20-kilometre road 
between Irbid-North 
Shouneh-Jordan Valley 
Bridge, a JD 10 million. 10- 
kilometre road between 
South Shouneh and King 
Hussein Bridge and widening 
a 10-kilometre road between 
A1 Kafrain and King Abdul- 
lah bridge to become a four- 
lane-road at a cost of JD 10 
million. Work is underway in 
preparing the tender docu- 
ments for these projects so as 
to start upon receiving the 
funds to be given as grants or 
loans within the framework 
of peace projects in the re- 
gion (Al Ra'i). 


THE MINISTRY of Wa- 
ter and Irrigation issued 
warnings to 51 dairy, chemic- 
al. metal and oil factories in 
Amman. Russeifeh and Maf- 
• • raq for violating the terms 

and specifications fixed by 
the ministry with regard to 
waste water drainage. The 
factories were told to take the 
necessary steps to dispose of 
the industrial waste water 


according to specifications or 
to be subject to administra-- 
tive disciplinary measures ( Al 


Rail 


IT IS expected that 
Royal Jordanian will be 
transformed into a public 
shareholding company whose 
shares are totally owned by 
the government before the 
end of this year. 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
• Director-General Nader Al 


Dhahabi said the change rep- 
of the 


resents the first stage 
privatisation process. He 
pointed out that RJ would 
operate more efficiently on 
commercial basis during the 
two years following its trans- 
formation into a public enti- 
ty. Mr. Dhahabi noted that 
RJ would also be able to 
show higher profits to lure 
potential investors. 

The RJ chief revealed that 
a special committee has 
finished its studies and its 
recommendations will be for- 
warded to the government in 
the near future. He added 
that discussions are con- 
tinuing with the government 
on how to remedy previous 
years losses, raise the current 
capital and reschedule debts 
(Al Ra’i). 


'☆A- JORDAN will present 
65 projects, requiring some 
$6 billion of investment, to 
the international economic 
conference to be held in Am- 
man in October. According 
to sources close to the com- 
mittee preparing for the con- 
ference, the projects were 
grouped ih three batches. 
The first batch comprises 43 
government, infrastructure 
projects valued at $2.5 bil- 
lion. The second batch com- 
prises 13 investment projects, 
valued at $1.6 billion, and 
which can be funded from 
both the private and public- 
sectors. The others are semi- 
governmental investment 
projects which the govern- 
ment has been pushing for 
through reconsideration of 
most of the laws pertaining to 
investment; these are only 
nine, estimated to cost $1.9 
billion (Al Aswaq). 
irtr The income tax office in 
Zarqa collected JD 2458,995 
in 1994, a 31 percent increase 
over the amount collected m 1 
1993. The number of tax- 
payers at the governorate at 
die end of 1994 stood at 
39,845. of which 19,171 were 
individuals, 1,423 ordinary 
companies, 44 shareholding 
companies and 9,207 em- 
ployees. It is expected that 
the Zarqa income tax office 
would add 3,000 new tax- 
payers to its list this year and 
would increase its revenue by 
about 12 per cent in 1995 (Al 
Ra’i). 


Derivatives: The nasty nightmare of the ’90s 


LONDON (R) — Once bank 
bosses had bad dreams about 


pouring money down black 
boles in South America or 


into property that nobody 
wanted. Now their worst 
nightmares are about those 
mysterious products, deriva- 
tives. 

The “D” word is guaran- 
teed to scare politicians and 
regulators as well as bank 
managers. 

Yet the people most close- 
ly involved with them insist 
these are no dark shadows, 
useful for scaring the chil- 
dren, but ammunition in the 
war against the great demon 
— risk. 

Nor are they so complex 
you need a degree in astro- 
physics to understand them. 

| They are essentially ample 
products that anyone who 
knows about gambling can 
fathom in a moment. 


So what are they? 

Well, at their simplest, 
they allow financial whiz-kids 
like Nick Leeson of Baring? 
to bet where prices are going 
to be some time in the future. 

But as Barings discovered 
after Singapore-based 
Leeson ran up at least $800 
million of losses, bringing the 
blue-blooded bank to its 
knees, those whiz-kids can 
sometimes lose their shirts 
like any gambler from the 
Mississippi to Monte Carlo. 


Say, for example, you 
think the price or gold is 
going Up. You buy a simph 
derivative called a “future,’ 


which makes money when 
the price goes up. But you 
lose the cost of that future if 
you're wrong and the price 
goes down. 

More risky is another 
popular derivative, called an 
“option,” which gives you 


the right — but no obligation 
— to buy or sell at a particu- 
lar price at some specified 
time in the weeks or months 
ahead. 

These futures and options 
are very useful for people like 
fanners who can use them to 
lock in fixed prices for their 
crops even before the first 
green shoots have appeared. 

Miners can ensure they 
know what their copper or tin 
will be worth. And money 
managers can sleep easy, 
knowing their clients are in- 
sulated from sudden move- 
ments in interest rales. 

The trouble is that for ev- 
ery former, miner or money 
manager with a genuine need 
for derivatives, there has to 
be a speculator willing to take 
on the risk. 

If the farmer buys an op- 
tion. there has to be someone 
to sell it to him. If the pen- 


sion fund manager wants to 
rid hersdf of the risk that 
interest rates might rise, 
someone else has to take on 
the risk. 

And that risk can be unli- 
mited. If you're a trader 
gambling on die price of cof- 
fee going (town and there’s a 
frost in Brazil, the coffee 
price can go up and up and 
up, leaving you with unli- 
mited losses. 


What’s more, critics say, it 


is all too easy to pull the wool 
if senk 


over the eyes of senior bank 
managers and financial con- 
trollers with only a shaky 
grasp of the subject. 

Options experts have a 
Greek alphabet soup of terms 


they use. They talk^of Delta 
ana < 


G amma and Tbeta and 
Vega. All are useful trading 
tools but they could hardly 
have been better designed to 


confuse those outride the 
charmed . inner circle of de- 
rivatives experts. . 

So should derivatives be 
better regulated? should new 
laws be passed? almost every- 
one inside the industry says 
no. 

They argue that passing 
new laws is the wrong way to 
go about solving the problem 
and that the right way is 
self-regulation — making 
sure the banks themselves 
control their traders, manage 
their risk and, above all, al- 
ways know what is. happen- 
ing. 

The bun word is “educ- 
tion," ensuring that bank 
managers understand their 
traders' actions, know 
enough to spot any rogues, 
and allow their bosses to 
sleep peacefully under their 
duvets, well protected from 
demons and dragons. 
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LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
central bank governor- called' 
for calm Monday, after the 
nation’s oldest' investment 
bank Barings collapsed under 
the weight of losses by. a 
single maverick trader, send- • 
ing shockwaves, through 
world markets. 

As administrators moved 
in to unravel the complex 
deals that allowed a 28-year- 
old manager in Singapore to 
lose more than the entire 
bank was worth,- fire British 
pound slumped to record 
lows against the German 
mark and. shares tumbled in 
Asia and London. 

Barings, a revered 233-' 
year-old investment bank 
whose clients indude Bri- 
: tain's Queen Elizabeth, went 
under Sunday with losses 
estimated at that time of ab- 
out $800 million. 

Falls on the Tokyo stock 
market — where the trader 
triggered the crisis by gamb- 
ling on future prices of 
Japanese equities — added 
another $280 million to file 
red ink by the time Barings- 
shocked staff readied their 
offices Monday. 

Bank of England Governor 
Eddie George said it was 
impossible to quantify the 
eventual losses at Barings be- 
cause of the nature erf the 
so-called derivatives market 
where investments were 
made. 

“The problem was that file 
loss was open-ended. You 
couldn't fix an amount... we 
couldn't recommend to the 
government that they should 
sign a blank cheque to sup- 
port Barings in its unique 
situation,” Mr. George told 
BBC Radio Monday. 

Drivatives — futures, op- 
tions -and swaps — are con- 
tracts . linked to values of 
commodities, shares or 
bonds. They were designed 
as hedges against price fluc- 
tuation. Profit on speculative 
trade in them can be huge but 
so can losses. . 

Mr. George sought to calm 
the turmoil, saying die crisis 
was specific to Barings whose 
employee had concealed hiS 
activities- from managers and 
local regulators. -“I think the 
rational response, which may 
take a little while to come 
through, will be that this was 
an extremely sad but this was 
a Bari ngs-spedfic event and 
therefore the implications for 
the market as a whole or for 
other institutions are perhaps 
not as serious as they look at 
first sight.” he said. . 

More than £6 billion ($9.5 
billion) were, wiped off the 


value of stocks in London as 
the index of 100 leading 


shares slumped 50 points on 
opening. The is 


index reco- 
vered slightly to stand 23.7 
pooits down at 3,014 ax mid- 
day. - 

The slightly steadier tone 
to markets suggested that 
Mr. George’s attempt to 
“ring-fence • fife Barings de- 
bacle and' prevent contagion 
may have been working. But 
hard questions were being 
asked about the ability of 
British banks to compete 
' worldwide. 

“This underlines the fact 
that U.K. merchant banks 
are under-capitalised ; and 
can’t take on the world... 
what this does throw up is a 
need for mergers in the sec- 
tor,” one London banking 
analyst said. 

The pound was at 23055 
marks in London at midday. 


just above a new low in early 
of 2.2950 


European trading 
marks. 

British Finance Minister 
Kenneth Garke was due to 
address parliament later 
Monday as calls grew for 
tougher regulations of finan- 
cial institutions. 


“People will ask whether 
the old-fashioned procedures 
m Britain conducted by an 
old-boy network are really 
relevant for an international 
global market... we have got 
to do far more,’’ said opposi- 
tion Labour finance spokes- 
man Gordon Brown. 

Administrators — a team 
of top accountants — were 
trying to establish if any of 
Barings’ various operations 
could find buyers. One 


banks seeking to reit 
their investment tanking pre- 
sence could be interested. 


The losses to individual in- 
vestors and customers of Bar- 
ings are still being calculated. 
But Queen Elizabeth's in- 
vestment portfolio, reputed 
to stand at about £60 million 
($95 million), was thought to 
be protected along with 
others under; '.the Barings 
asset management arm.' S'*:: 
-Staff at Barings were sub- 
dued as they arrived for work 
in London, unsure whether 
they still had a job. 

Nick Leeson, the London- 
bom trader said to have mas- 
terminded the derivatives 
dealing, was nowhere to be 
found. One report had him in 
Thailand, another that be 
was in a hospital in Malaysia, 
and yet another that he had 
tuned himself in to the Sing- 
apore authorities. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are 

the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 

bullion markets Monday. 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best CooWhg, 
Best Service; 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Dear Gftbar - American 
Embassy Sir. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
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DOLLAR 


RENTACAR 


Your First Choice 
in Car Rental 


Shmeisani 
ret 693399 


STUDIO HAIG 


Profeskma] QosEty in 
1 Hour Service 


Jf We Don't H.iwp It 
too Will rv.oke It 


Develop your colour film at 
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30% 
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Ajax favourites in European Cup 


PARIS (AFP) — Ajax Am- 
sterdam, who travel to 
Croatia’s Hajduk Split on 
Wednesday, have emerged as 
favourites in one of the most 
open European Cups in 
years. 

Ajax beat holders AC Mi- 
land in Trieste, Italy, in 
November in a match which 
may have marked the begin- 
ning of Ajax's reemergence 
as Europe's most formidable 
dub side. 

Ajax have won three Euro- 
pean Cups in 1971, 1972 and 
1973. 

However, Ajax could be 
ruled out of Europe next 
season — even if they win the 
Dutch League. Cup and Euro- 
pean Cup treble. 

Early next week, Dutch 
football officials meet to dis- 
cuss what is to be done after 
10 Ajax players refused to 
play for Holland against Por- 
tugal in a friendly on 
Wednesday. 

Dutch football association 
president Jeu Sprengers, who 
said several punishments 
were being considered, 
added: “We can even stop 
Ajax from entering any 
European competition next 
season." 

All the quarter-fialists, 
with the possible exception of 
Split, have either had superb 
Champions League form or 
traditional success in Europe*. 

Last year's finalists, Barce- ■ 
Iona and AC Milan, have the 
pressure eased by a lower 
profile than usual. Milan host 
Benfica and Barcelona enter- 


tain Paris Saint Germain on 
Wednesday. 

The flamboyance of Barce- 
lona last season has been 
replaced by a 1994/95 version 
which has been rocked by 
domestic thrashings. 

A 5-0 loss at Racing San- 
tander on February 11 and a 
4-1 defeat in the Spanish Cup 
by Atletico Madrid days ear- 
lier caused shock waves 
through the club. 

However, Barcelona have 
won their last two league 
matches including a 2-1 vic- 
tory over Compostela on 
Saturday. 

On paper, Barcelona have 


main French threat and has 
la ready shown an appetite for 
Spanish opposition, scoring 
in the both legs of PSG's 1993 
UEFA Cup quarter-final vic- 
tory over Real Madrid. 

However, Benfica could 
gain revenge if a capacity 
130.000 crowd at the Stadium 
of Light gets behind them in 
the second leg. 

Most of Milan's season has 
been a straggle. They only just 
qualified for the European 
Cup quarter-fials, lost to 
Argentina's Velez Sarsfeld in 
the Intercontinental Cup, 
were beaten in the Italian 
Cup and have shown only 


European Soccer Preview 


the worst draw at the Nou 
Camp against the Champions 
League's undoubted stars, 
Paris Saint Germain. 

PSG earned more than six 
million dollars for their six 
out of six victories in Group 
B against Spartak Moscowe, 
Dynamo Kiev and Bayem 
Munich. 

PSG’s Alain Roche be- 
lieves Bulgarian Hristo 
Stoichkov, deprived of for- 
mer strike partner Romario. 
could hold the key to the 
result. 

He said: “We will have ro 
watch him. He can set up 
goals with both feet and is 
drawn to goal like a magnet. 
He’s their capital player.” 

International left winger 
David Ginola will be the 


mediocre form in the league. 

Bayern Munich, like Ajax 
three-time winners, host IFK 
Gothenburg without injured 
skipper Lothar Matthaus. 
But at least Bayern will have 
had competitive tune-ups af- 
ter two weeks of Bundesliga 
action after the winter break. 

Gothenburg have had a 
diet of friendly matches for 
their preparation since re- 
taining the Swedish cham- 
pionship Last year and draw- 
ing 1-1 with Barcelona in the 
Champions League on De- 
cember 7. 

IFK coach Roger Gustafs- 
son. realising his best players 
often go abroad, said: "We 
must try to win the European 
Cup now — this team will 
never have another chance.” 


In the Cup Winners' Cup 
Feyemoord, who have lost 
defenders John De Wolf and 
striker John Van Loen to 
English football, host Spain's 
revelation this season. Real 
Zaragoza. 

Sampdoria’s English inter- 
national David Platt faces 
former national coach Bobby 
Robson, now of FC Porto, in 
thier quarter-fyial. 

Arsenal, whose manager 
George Graham was sacked 
‘on February 21 for accepting 
425,000 pounds (5640,000) in 
negotiating the purchase of 
two Scandinavian footballers, 
play Auxerre in London. 

Stewart Houston takes 
charge m his first European 
match as Arsenal's coach as 
the defending champions try 
to regain some dignity against 
the French Cup winners. 

FC Brugge play Chelsea in 
Belgium on Tuesday to avoid 
two European matches in 
London as was initially the 
case following the quarter- 
final draw. 

The UEFA Cup is a battle 
for supremacy between three 
Italian and three German 
clubs. German sides have not 
bunched up so threateningly 
on the point of success since 
Bayern Munich dominated 
European in the mid 70s. 

Lazio president Dino Zoff 
was not at all pleased with 
thier draw against Bundesliga 
leader Borussia Dortmund 
on Tuesday. Of all the eight 
clubs, he said: “Dortmund 
have to be the most diffi- 
cult.” 
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Bul gar ia's Hristo Stoichkov (right) gesture alter at a goafie who saved a shot (AFP pinto) 


Tuesday 
UEFA CUP 

Eintracht Frankfurt, Germany v Juventus, Italy 
Lazio, Italy v Borussia Dortmund, Germany 
Bayer Leverkusen, Germany v Nantes, France 
Parma, Italy v Odense, Denmark 


Cup Winners’ Cup 

FC Bruges, Belgium v Chelsea, Kngfam i 


Wednesday 
.European Cup 

Bayern Munich, Germany v IFK G ^ enlHI: 2t^* deI, 
Hajduk Spat* Croatia v Ajax Amsterdam, HoMaa 
AC Milan, Italy v Benfica, Portugal • . 

Barcelona, Spain v Paris Sirint Germain, France 

‘ • Thursday . . . 

. Cup. Winners Cup 

Feyemoord, Holland v Real Zaragoza, Spain 
Sampdoria, Italy v FC Porto, Portugal 
Arsenal, England v Auxerre, France 
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Orlando scores last-second u.S. soccer 
win without Shaquille ffjsa-; as 

•X. nra fram*hic(> Thp iwrt Federa 


ORLANDO (R) — With 
Shaquille O'Neal suspended 
for the game, Anfernee 
Hardaway, the Orlando 
Magic's other young super- 
star, knew he had to take 
over. He did, in spectacular 
fashion , 

Hardaway's breakaway 
slam dunk with seven-tenths 
of a second remaining capped 
a 7-0 Magic game-dosing 
run, gave him a career-high 
39 points and rallied Orlando 
to a 105-103 victory over the 
Chicago Bulls. 

“I knew that my team 
needed my scoring with Sha- 
quille out," said Hardaway, 
who shot 17-fbr-25. "I step- 
ped up as a leader.” 

Chicago’s Toni Kukoc was 
driving the lane and lost con- 
trol of the ball when Hard- 


away grabbed it and streaked 
the length of the court for the 
game-winning dunk. 

The victory improved 
Orlando's home record to a 
league-leading 27-1, but this 
was the best of all, according 
to Magic coach Brian Hill. 

“I can't think of a more 
satisfying win than this one,” 
Hill said. “Our guys really 
did a great job, to be down, 
basically the whole game, 
and come back in that situa- 
tion." 

O'Neal was suspended one 
game for punching Boston's 
Eric Montross on Friday. 

In addition, forward 
Horace Grant missed his 
second straight game due to 
back spasms. Guard Brian 
Shaw, suffering from back 
spasms, did not play by 


RESULTS 


Orlando 

105 

Chicago 

103 

Indiana 

100 

Dallas 

92 

Utah 

no 

Denver 

96 

Minnesota 

106 

Miami 

99 

Phoenix 

103 

Charlotte 

92 

New York 

104 

Philadelphia 

99 

San Antonio 

129 

Golden State 

99 


Wallenius Lines Receives 
Quality Certification 

WALLENIUS LINES — as the first shipping company in 
the world — has been awarded Lloyd’s Register Quality 
Assurance’s quality certificates for ISO 9002 and the ISM 
Code. The certification, awarded for quality in ship 
management and operation of a fleet of Swedish flag 
vessels, for the safe operation of ships and for pollution 
prevention, encompasses both land-based and marine 
organisation sectors. 

Wallenius has received the first quality certification for 
ISO 9002 in combination with the ISM Code, to be issued 
by Lloyd's Register Quality Assurance (LRQA) in Lon- 
don. The certification for the safe operation of ships and 
for pollution prevention encompasses all 13 Swedish- 
registered vessels as well as sectors of the office organisa- 
tion, that is to say the departments of ship management, 
ship operations, and cargo-handling. 

Wallenius Lines has thus become the first shipping 
company in the world — and the first car carrier — to 
receive certification for ISO 9002 and the ISM Code from 
Lloyd’s Register and Lloyd's Register Quality Assurance. 
LRQA is the respected subsidiary of the classification and 
inspection society, Lloyd's Register of Shipping. 

The ISM Code (International Safety Management = 
RAO Resolution 741/18) deals with the importance of crew 
and safety routines for marine safety, and it complements 
certification ip accordance with tire ISO 900 standard, 
which primarily emanates from customer demands for a 
• quality supplier. The code is based on the knowledge that 
people and technology must /unction together. The certi- 
fication encompasses safety and the environment as well as 
the handling of and the division of responsibility for. 
regulations and routines aboard ship and ashore in accord- 
ance with stated national and international legislation. The 
ISM Code will become mandatory for passenger and tanker 
vessels in 1998 and for dry cargo vessels, which indudes 
Wallenius vessels, by the year 2002. 


coach's decision. As if that 
weren't enough, the Magic' 
lost forward Donald Royal 
2:46 into the game when he 
twisted his left ankle. 

Kukoc scored 22 points nd 
Scottie Pippen added 21. 

Dennis Scott of Orlando 
scored 11 of his 24 points in 
the fourth quarter, including 
the first five of the game- 
ending seven. 

Tree Rollins played 39 mi- 
nutes in place of O'Neal and 
grabbed a season-high 10 re- 
bounds to go with four ' 
points. Jt was the most mi- 
nutes that Rollins, the third- 
oldest player in the league at 
39, has played since Decem- 
ber 3. 1991. 

In Phoenix, Charles Bark- 
ley scored 214 points and 
Wesley Person hit his first 
eight shots and finished with 
20 as the Suns defeated the 
Charlotte Hornets 103-92. 

Kevin Johnson added 17 
pointsand 14 assists while 
A.C. Green had 15 rebounds 
for Phoenix, which is tied 
with Orlando for the league's 
best record at 42-13. The 
Sons have opened a 3 -game 
lead over Seattle in the Pari- 
| fic Division. 

Alonzo Mourning scored 
23 points to lead Charlotte. 

Larry Johnson added 22 
points and 14 rebounds for 
Charlotte, which dropped 
into a tie for first in the 
Central Division with Indiana 
and Cleveland. 

In New York, Patric Ewing 
had 32 points, 18 rebounds 
and four blocks as the Knicks 
beat the Philadelphia 76ers 
104-99 fo their fifth win in six 
games. 

The Knicks remained six 
games behind Orlando fn the 
Atlantic Division. 

Clarence Weatherspoon 
returned from a five-game 
absence with a sprained ankle 
to lead Philadelphia with 26 
points. 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
One league announces a 
new franchise. The next 
day, the other league in- 
troduces the latest mem- 
ber of the U.S. national 
team it has signed. 

Neither hardly make a 
ripple in the American 
media, but they are signs 
of a growing rivalry be- 
tween the low-budget im- 
aged but already playing 
American Professional 
Soccer League and the 
highly touted but yet to 
kick a ball Major League 
Soccer (MLS). 

In the post-World Cup 
United States, both are 
trying to establish them- 
selves as a legitimate pro- 
fessional league. The 
APSL, or under its new 
name the A-league, has to 
overcome media sceptic- 
ism bom out of playing In 
high school stadiums. 

MLS has to overcome 
scepticism of delaying its 
first season more than 
once. 

Earlier this week, the 


A-league, under commis- 
sioner and former U.S. 
Federation treasurer 
Richard Groff, 
announced . its latest 
franchise, the New York 
Centaurs. 

With Mayor Rudolph 
Guiliaui making the 
announcement, the team 
is ballyhooed as the first 
pro soccer team in New 
York since the New York 
Cosmos. 

“Since soccer is the... 
the fastest growing sport 
in America, it is only fit- 
ting that New YerifcjCity 
— the- sports capitalK^fthe 
world .i- welcome- the. 
Centaurs as its first pro- 
fessional soccer team in 
oyer 15 years," Giuliani 
said. 

The team will play in 
Downing Stadium, a 
20.000-seat facility on 
Randall's Island in the 
middle of the East River, 
where the Cosmos played 
in their early years before 
moving across the Hudson 
River to Giants Stadium 


in New Jersey. 

“The reality that we 
have to accept is that New 
York City is the single 
largest market in. the 
U.S.,” Groff said. “And 
our vision is to have the 
most successful pro league 
in the U.S. and Canada, 
so it is imperative to have 
a team in that market- 
place.” 

Among the A-League’s 
negatives is that it only 
has seven teams, three of 
them Canada. Its clubs 
; budgets are between $1 
: mil hon-Si .s5« mrilkm 4 — ab- 
. out half of which go .to 
player salaries — and 
draw crowds of between 
3,000-10,000. 

MLS, on the other 
hand, is ran by World 
Cup 1994 chairman Alan 
Rothenbeig, who already 
has attracted some big 
name investors and prom- 
ises a first-class league. 

However, its credibility 
has been damaged by the 
delay of its start unto 
April 19% 


. The U.S. Soccer Fed- 
eration, also headed by 
Rothenberg, last year 
sanctioned MLS as the 
UJS. first-division league, 
giving tire APSL second- 
division status. After 
much complaining, the 
USSF last month revised 
that pronouncement, 
allowing for more than 
one first-division league, 
and Graft feels the A- 
League can meet-the stan- 


That doesn't seem to 
have bothered MLS offi- j 
.rials, .who ^already ■ feel ‘ 
they are the pre-eminent J 
league. ■ V . 

“We believe we will 
have most of the top 
Americans,” said U.S. 
federation official and 
MLS adviser Sunil Gulati. 
“Most players will want to . 
play at highest possible 
leveL" 

With the promise of 
higher salaries than the 
APSL, MLS officials . 
already have signed U.S. 
national team starting 


- midfielder Tab Ramos : 
and this week added re- * 
serve American midfiel- 
ders Mike Burns and ; 
Lawrence Lozzano. 

. “With Tab and Mike, , , 
it’s nri indication of what , 
direction lKatfing," Gula- - 
ti said, “I don't think ! 
there is a rivalry (with the : ; 
A-Leagne), ' given the , 
compensation structure 
and given the competi- 
tiveness (thejA-League 
offers) on the field." • . ; 

Another rivalry, which 
has cooled considerably, 
is between. .Groff c and ' ■ 
Rothenberg; .Groff par...,. 

: tne USSF presidency last- : 
summer, charging 
Rothenberg with a con- ■ 
flict of interest in miming , 
both the federation and 
MLS. 

Privately, some league . 
officials say it is inevitable 
that the two leagues even- 
tually get together, if for 
nothing more than -a 
championship game.' . • 

But that seems a long ^ 
way down the road. , 
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McClellan fights for life amid calls for boxing ban 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
American boxer Gerald 
McClellan's chances of sur- 
viving after he collapsed dur- 
ing a brutal match on Satur- 
day are improving by the 
hour, his surgeon said Mon- 
day. 

“I think his chance of sur- 
vival improves with every 
hour that passes.” John Sutc- 
liffe, the neurosurgeon who 
removed a blood clot from 
his brain, told BBC radio 
news. 

McClellan’s condition was 
still critical, but stable and 
“marginally rosier,” Sutcliffe 
added. 

While McClellan under- 
went an emergency operation 
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to remove a blooddot from 
his brain after being knocked 
out by Nigel Benn, the long- 
running ethical debate about 
boxing was reopened with 
politicians and medics once 
again calling for it to be 
outlawed. 

“How many more people 
have to die or be maimed 
before we call a halt? Surely 
in a civilised society this sort 
of assault cannot continue,” 
said Sam Galbraith, a neuro- 
surgeon and Labour politi- 
cian. 

James Tye, director gener- 
al of the British Safety Coun- 
cil. said he would be asking 
the government to ban “ this 
so-called sport" following the 
latest tragedy. 

“I'm a little bit bonified 
because right from the begin- a 
rung of the fight there wasn’t 
much boxing about it. Really 
it was one block trying to 
injure the other block’s 
brain,” said Tye. 

But Dr. Sutcliffe the 
neurosurgeon who led the 
operation, said: “I personally* 
do not think boxing should be 
banned but obviously feelings 
run very high when such a 
tragedy happens. 

"Bat it’s not the medical 
profession's role to dictate if 
boxing carries on — it’s for 
the public in general to de- 
cide.” 

Dr. Sutcliffe, who revealed 
McClellan would have died if 
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Gerald McClellan on his 
(AFP photo) 


warary down In the 16th round of Us WBC chaBenge fas Loudon - V 




he had not received immedi- 
ate treatment in the ring, said 
the blood dot measuring 8cm 
by 6cm, took nearly an hour 
to remove. 

Sutcliffe said that McClel- 
lan could end up disabled and 
predicted: “His career as a 
boxer is finished.” 

He said the boxer was con- 
scious when he arrived at 
hospital. “I spoke to Gerald 
when he arrived. He said he 
had a headache all over his 


head but be was going to be 
all right. 

“Hxs deterioration hap: 
pened very quickly. Any de- 
lay could have caused his 
death ” 

The medical team, fearing 
that swelling may cause prob- 
lems, have left a monitor 
inside McClellan’s skull to 
check pressure on his brain. 

McQeQan was given ox- 
ygen, his neck .was put in a . 
brace and injections- were 


' administered but he. seemed* 
to be talking, and. was' moving, 
his arms before being stretch:* 
ered out of the. arena. . . 

Because of the potentially’ 
explosive nature of the-fight, 
the BBC had taken the. extra- 
precaution of appointing an,' 
anaesthetist to be at ringside^ 
Two ambulances were on 
stand-by outside the venue in- 
London’s Dockland area and' 
there were also two crew of i 
paramedics at the ringside. ■ 
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fWmi * Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Eddie Murphy 
in 

Beverly Hills 3 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6 JO. 8:30. 10:30 


Tel.: 699238 ! Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


Home Alone 11 


Shows: 12:30. 2:30. 8:30. 10:30 


CONCORD c l’ 

Jean-Claude Van Damme 
in 

STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 13:30. 3.1)0. ft-JO. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

BAD GIRLS 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AM—OUN THEATRE 

Mouse HIJazin “Sumaah” 

:: in the political comedy 
“HlCttizeit’’ 


*1^: 6755711 Nabfl & Hfeham's 


Tel.: 625155] 


Author and Director Mohammad A1 
Shawaqfeh 

Daily starting 8:30 p.m. 

Monday is the weekly, holiday 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In die social comedy. - 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is dosed oh" 
... Mondays . 
Tickets are available air 

. day.V. .. 


'■■’""■•-'■PtRiCIlfc " : 

The jpolltical satire: 

ALSAIAMYASAUR 

at L30 pjn, •••'"• - 
v¥pr reservation, please 

The theatre la dosed ot 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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Sports 


Barcelona 

keep 

Cruyffs 

dream alive 

PARIS (AFP) — Barcelona 
kept Johan Cruyffs dream of 
me Spanish title alive here on 
Sunday as front-runners Real i 
Madr id and chief rivals De- 
portjvo La Coruna both slip- 
ped up. 

Real’s hard-earned 1-1 i 
draw at Athletic Bilbao 
allowed Barcelona to edge to 
within four points of the topi 
while Deportivo surrendered 
second place to Cruyffs men 
by slumping to a 1-0 defeat at 
Espanol Barcelona. 

Cruyffs claim that bis side 
could sdQ win the title seemed 
atbest optimistic and at worst 
misguided after his side's re- 
cent 5-0 defeat at Racing 
t Santander and 4-1 cup re- 
a verse at Atletioo Madrid. 

But the weekend 2-1 vio- 
tory at Compostela — the 
first coming through Cruyffs 
son Jordi — came on top of 
last week's success at Espanol 
to take the side to 31 points. 

Rea], who went behind to a 
44th minute header from 
Athletic skipper Genaro 
Andrinua, needed Ivan 
Zamorano’s 19th goal 15 mi- 
nutes from time to earn a 
point. 

The Chilean nodded in a 
left centre to take his side to 
35 points, with Barcelona on 
31 and La Coruna 30. 

In Italy, it was a day of 
wonderful strikes as Faustino 
■Asprilla and Gianluca Vi alii 
;both shone. Their brilliance, 
•however changed nothing at- 
.the top as Juventus remained 
;six points dear after thdr 
seventh away win of the sea- 
son. 

' Colombian Asprilla, just 
back from injury, netted 
twice, in the 11th and 52nd 
minute — the first a brilliant 
volley on the turn from 30 
metres after taking a pass 
horn Ginafranoo Zola — for 
Parma to see off fourth- 
placed 2-0. 

■ But Viafli’s equally im- 
■ prcssive late winner at Samp- 
doria cancelled out his 
efforts. 

Sampdoria, without the in- 
jured English midfielder 
David Platt, could have no 
excuses after wasting three 
gilt-edged chance through 
Attilo Lombardo. 

; Twice he surfaced on the 
right, dragging his first shot 
across tbebox and then hit- 
ting the left past with a car- 
bon copy effort. He then 
latched onto a low cross from 
the left just eight yards out 
and managed to spoon his 
side-footer way over the bar. 

! Those escapes gave Vialti 
the perfect chance to produce 
the match's punch line with 
his 11th goal of the campaign. 
He broke down the right, 
pushing off one defender 
then sidestepping past Pietro 
Vierchowod before blasting 
home inside the near post for 
the only goal of Sunday's 
game. 

AS Roma won 2-0 over 
struggling Reggianna to stay 
third, while another striker to 
shine was Gabriel Batistuta, 
the Argentinian netting 
Frarentina's second in the 
2-2 draw with Inter Milan. 

- It was Batistuta's 18th goal 
" of die season and the perfect 
way to celebrate bis new con- 
tract with his club which 
should keep him there until 
1999. 

. ; His joy was dimmed, 
however, after he had two 
penalty appeals turned down. 
u .If those weren’t penalties, 
then I don’t understand the 
game anymore,'' he said. 

: In Germany, Borussia 
Dortmund beat Cologne 2-1 
at the weekend through 
Jurgen Tretshock and 
Stephane Gbapuisat to main- 
tain their four-point lead over 
second-placed Werder Bre- 
men. 

Dortmund have now 
scored seven times in two 
matches since resuming from 
their two-month winter 
break. 

Two goals from Mario Bas- 
ler helped Werder Bremen 
notch up their second win in a 
row, at Bayer Leverkusen. 
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Rai on bench for Barcelona Cup-tie 

CHATEAUROUX, France (AFP) — Paris St. Germain 
coach Luis Fernandez keeps Brazilian star Rai on the 
substitutes’ bench for Wednesday’s European Champions’ 
Cup quarter-final first leg tie in Barcelona. Liberian 
George Weab teams up with David Ginola in attack. 
Playmaker Valdo is fit but the dub’s third Brazilian, 
Ricardo, is unlikely to play again this season after tearing a 
thigh muscle a third time. Fernandez is a fan of Barcelona 
coach Johan Cruyff and as pan of his course for a higher 
diploma in coaching be needs to spend a week with a 
foreign dub. ‘Td like to do it at Barcelona, but will they 
have me after we’ve beaten them," be said confidently. 

Chinese runners turn to law 

BEUING (R) — Former members of China's world- 
beating “Ma family army" distance running team, induct- 
ing double world record holder Wang Juruda, want to 
become lawyers, the China sports daily said on Monday. 
But the track stars mil not bang up their running shoes just 
yet, the newspaper said. The country needs law, law is 
essential to reform. I want to be a lawyer," it quoted Wang, 
who smashed the women's 10,000 and 3,000 metres records 
in one extraordinary week in August 1993, as saying. The 
entire Liaoning women’s distance running team, which 
replaced the group trained by controversial Ma Junren, 
after it broke up last month, were applying to study law at 
Liaoning University in Northeastern China, Wang said. 

Gunnell launches drugs campaign 

LONDON (R) — Sally Gunnell launched a campaign on 
Monday aimed at steering Britain's athletes dear of some 
of the drug-taking controversies which scarred the sport 
last year. Gunnell, the British women’s team captain, has 
written to nearly 500 internationals urging them to ensure 
that over-the-counter products they take do not contain 
banned substances. And she will continue her initiative by 
working with the British Athletic Federation to make them 
folly aware of the correct procedures when they are tested. 
Sprinter Solomon Wariso and javelin thrower Colin Mack- 
enzie were both banned for three months in 1994 after 
taking what they thought were harmless products. 

Chelsea Ians ferried back 

OSTENDE, Belgium (AFP) — About 30 Chelsea fans, on 
their way to Tuesday’s European Cup Winners’ Cap 
quarter-final with Bruges, were put on the feny back to 
England on Monday after a night of trouble. Police said 11 
drunken fans bad smashed up a cafe and up to 20 on the 
ferry from Ransgate were found not to have tickets for the 
high-risk match. Security forces were worried that 800 
forged tickets might have been sold in England and that 
other tens bad obtained tickets for parts of the ground 
allocated for Belgian supporters. Fans were meant to be 
kept apart as one of a series of measures aimed at 
preventing trouble. 

Schneider wins 54th World Cup race 

MARIBOR, Slovenia (R) — Olympic champion Vreni 
Schneider stormed to the 54th victory of her World Cup 
career when she won her sixth Maribor slalom Monday. 
Schneider, lying second after the first leg on Sunday, swept 
aside the opposition on Monday to win by more than a 
second in a combined two-leg time of one minute 45.26 
seconds. The 30-year-old Swiss racer gained the first of her 
six Maribor slalom wins in 1989 and has now won here four 
years in succession. Heavy ram on Sunday followed by 
snow forced the organisers to postpone the second leg tiU 
Monday. Slovenia’s Katja Koren, who was bom in 
Maribor, finished second in an aggregate 1:46.65, ahead of 
Norway's Trude Gimle, who gained a place on the podium 
for the first time by finishing third in 1:46.88. 

QPR draw 1-1 against Forest 

LONDON (R) — - Nottingham Forest striker Stan Colly- 
more, cleared of two assault charges in court last week, was 
guilty of a dreadful miss that allowed relegation-threatened 
Queens Park Rangers to draw 1-1 at home on Sunday. 
Simon Barker nodded in the equaliser for Rangers in the 
87th minute to take his team one precious point further 
away from the relegation trap-door of the English Premier 
League. Forest had appeared to be heading for their first 
away win in four games after Steve Stone’s first goal in five 
months in the 58th minute. But in the 70th minute 
Collymore fired over the bar after being presented with a 
chance no more than three yards (metres) out. 
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Enqvist stuns Chang in U.S. 

Krajicek defeats Stich to win Euro C 


PHILADELPHIA (Agen- 
cies) — Thomas Enqvist of 
Sweden scored the biggest 


Sweden scored the biggest 
win of bis career when he 
upset third seed and defend- 
ing champion Michael Chang 
0-6 6-4 6-0 in the final of the 
UJS. indoor tennis tourna- 
ment on Sunday. 

The 20-year-old Enqvist 
had never beaten a top 10 
opponent until his three-set 
triumph over second seed 
and world number two Andre 
Agassi on Saturday in the 
semifinals. 

“This is my fourth tide but 
my biggest," Enqvist said. “1 
beat two guys in the top ten 
and I have never done that 
before. I know if I play good 
tennis, I can give them a good 
match.” 

The 43rd- ranked Enqvist 
said the win was “a little bit 
smprising," even though he 
tries to go out for every 
I match in a positive frame of 
mind. Enqvist will move in- 
side the top 25 rankings for 
the first time of his career 
Monday. 

Chang, who came in rank- 
ed sixth, failed to pick up his 
20th career title, but will be 
ranked fourth when the rat- 
ings are released Monday. 

After losing the first set in 
23 minutes, Enqvist said he 
wanted to show the crowd of 
8,802 that he “could play 
some tennis." He added: “I 
wanted to play a better set 
because they bad paid to see 
good tennis." 

Chang barely missed a shot 
in the first set and Enqvist 
was rushing his returns. But 
then the Swede began to 
place his booming serve 
accurately and he hit 14 aces 
for- the march, the fastest 
being 125 miles per hour (201 
kph), which was also the fas- 
test of the week here. 

Chang had trouble with his 
serve after rolling through 
the first set. 

By the time they got to the 
third set, Enqvist needed 
only 15 minutes to take the 
final set and claim victory. 

“It was a really strange 
match,” Enqvist said. 
“Michael started off really 
good. He didn’t miss a shot, 
and I was rushing it a little 
bit. I tried to play a better 
second set, then suddenly I 
began to play better and bet- 
ter. Then, I was playing un- 
believable." 

“He served well and pro- 
duced big serves when he 
needed to,” Chang said. “He 
cut down on bis errors and 
played good tennis. I should 
have put more pressure on 
him. In fact, I should have 
put even more on him than I 
did in the first set.” 

Enqvist put in 57 per cent 
of his first serves compared to 
the America’s 43 per cent 
Chang won only 50 per cent 
of his service points, but En- 
qvist wasn’t much better. He 
won 52 per cent of his sendee 
points and dropped service 
five times while breaking 


CAPE TOWN (AP) — Feud- 
ing Olympic officials, city 
councilors and private inves- 
tors have agreed on who 
should control Cape Town’s 
bid to host the 2004 Games. 

At a meeting Sunday night 
described as stormy, the t 
groups decided the Cape' 
Town Gty Council would de- 
cide whether it or another 
group it designates should 
sign the bid contract with the 
National Olympic Comittee 
of South Africa (NOCSA). 

While few specifics were 
divulged after the meeting, it 
appeared to allow for super- 
market magnate Raymond 
Ackerman — head of a pri- 
vate bid committee that so far 
has spearheaded the Cape 
Town effort — to play a 
prominent role. 

Last week. Ackerman ac- 
cused NOCSA head Sam 
Ramsamy of reneging on a 
verbal assurance to sign the 


bid contract with Ackerman's 
group, which promised to 
raise 60 million rand (S17.1 
million). Ackerman said 
Ramsamy was offering to 
sign the bid contract with the 
CSpe Town City Council if it 
agreed to pay 190 million 
rand ($53.4 million)]. 

At Sunday’s meeting, 
attended by Ackerman, 
NOCSA officials and city 
council members, the partici- 
pants agreed the city council 
would sign the bid contract or 
designate another group to 


do so, as stipulated by the 
Olympic charter. 

The only comment came 
from sports minister Steve 
Tshwete, who chaired the 
meeting. 

“It was very difficult," 
Tshwete said. “The sparks 
'were flying, but eventually 
sanity prevailed and every- 
one understood the responsi- 
bility not only for tens of 
thousands of Capetonians, 
but to the country and Afri- 
cans." 


DUTY UNPAID CAR FOR SALE 
1991 TOYOTA COROLLA 

Very good condition, clean and reliable, white, 
manual gearbox, 1 .3 L engine. A/C. Saudi plates. 

Offers to Philip 

TeL/fax/answerphone: 682212 
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GIVE ONE. GET TWO 


South West North East 

Pus Pass 19 Pass 

2 ? Pass 3 T Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening tea* Five of • 

“Why do most column hands fea- 
ture rubber bridge irate ad of dupli- 
cate?” asks t reader. Since rubber 
bridge players ore not as concerned 
with unessential tricks, they ore 
more Udy to take chances to nuke 
or break a contract, which is good 
material far a column. Thu hand is 
typical. 

As a passed hand. South had just 
enough U> respond wo hearts in 


North's one-spade opening bid. De- 
spite a minimum opening. North's 
two been hwifira end distribution 
merited a raise, but South did not 
have enough to bid on. 

West led the (op of a doubktem 
dub. wun by East with the queen 
alter declarer played low hum the 
labfe. East returned a trump, 
ducked by declarer and taken by 
West with the king. Back came a 
dub and South rose with dummy's 

DCC. 

To get home, h was obvious to 
one end all that declarer would hove 
to develop spades- A low spade waj 


led to the king and West ducked! 
Declarer continued with a spade 
and. sot unaatacafly. finessed the 
ten. East raked in tbe jack, cashed 
the king of dubs and persisted with 
another chib. Declarer ruffed with 
the ace. drew trumps with the tan 
and queen and was at the cross- 
roads. 

The queen of spades was led and. 
when East produced the six, declar- 
er not surpisingiy elected not to 
ruff— after afl, the earlier {day in 
spades hod “marled"' East with the 
see. So the defender* collected two 
spade tricks, two chibs and a trump 
in sink aa "unbeatable” contract. 





Dutchman Richard Krajicek 

Chang ax times. 

Enqvist 12 months ago had 
surgery on his left knee for 
patella tendinitis and was off 
the tonr for two months. In 
November, he bad the same 
operation on Us right knee. 

When he started the 1995 
season he questioned how he 
would stand up to matches, 
but his doubts were quashed 
when he won in Auckland in 
January. 

Enovist says be has not set 
himself any ranking goals for 
1995, but he “wants to im- 
prove my game and have 
fewer bad matches.’’ 

Tbe meeting was die first 
between Enqvist and the 23- 
y ear-old Cnang. Enqvist 
joins Agassi as the only play- 
ers with two tides this year. 

Enqvist is 16-2 this year, 
after handing Agassi first loss 
in 16 matches this year and 
dropping Chang to 15-4 in 
1995. Enqvist foiled to reach 
a final in 1994. 

Krajicek o ve rcomes Stich 

In Stuttgart, Germany, 
Richard Krajicek squandered 
a two-set lead and ■ three 
match points before upsetting 
Michael Stich in five sets to 
win the EuroCard Open Sun- 
day. 

Just when it began to look 
like Stich would end up steal- 
ing the victory, Krajicek pul- 
led his game together again 
and won 7-6, (7-6), 6-3 (68), 
1-6, 6-3 in three hours. 

“It was pretty rough to 
have three match points and 
then be 2-2 20 minutes later. I 
should have finished him off 
in three. But I put up a good 
fight in the fifth," said the 
Dutchman, who bad 23 aces 
to end the week with 92. 


Krajicek, 23, thus avenged 
a bitter five-set loss to Stich 
in the final of the same event 
in 1993, when an umpire's 
error delivered the victory to* 
Stich. 

This time, there was no 
controversy, only inconsis- 
tent play by both men. 

The victory earned un- 
seeded Krajicek $395,000, 
while Stich, the fifth seed, 
bad to settle for 8208,000. 
The S225-uHl&on event is one of 
the most lucrative on the 
IBM/ATP Tour. 

With his eighth career vic- 
tory, Krajicek also collected 
496 points and he will move 
five spots higher to No. 11 in 
the world when the new com- 
puter rankings come out 
Monday. Stich will either re- 
main No. 9 or drop one spot. 

Krajicek broke for a 2-1 
lead to set tbe early pace. 
Although the Dutchman 
looked in control, be allowed 
Sikh to break back to level 
4-4. .. - f . - 

But Stich was having prob- 
lems getting ins powerful first 
serve in and in the tiebreak 
served two straight double- 
faults in a row to help Kra- 
jicek win five points in a row 
and take tbe set. 

Krajicek broke early again 
in the second set to take a 2-0 
lead and be held to go two 
sets op. 

There were no breaks in 
the third set and Krajicek 
held three match points in the 
tiebreak. Stich saved them 
with two tremendous returns . 
and an ace and went on to 
hold a set point. He won it 
when Krajicek donble- 
faulted. - 

This completely unsettled 
Krajicek, who had domin- 
ated the match until then, 


Agreement reached over 
Cape Town bid for 2004 Games 


IOUDEH 
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Hammoudeh Hair designer is 
Pleased to Welcome his customers 
at his new Salon at the fifth Circle, 
behind Whispers Restaurant. 

For Enquiries & appointments 
Please call: 812437 


Mercedes Benz 9 1 for Sale 


For Diplomats and tax - exempted 
positions, full options , unpaid duty 
fees , 320S German Plate , rough 
metallic color . In an excellent situation 

. For more details Please call Tel : 604710 , 


SECRETARY REQUIRED 

English speaking executive secretary required to 
work with international consultancy firm Price Water- 
house in a challenging and exiting environment 
Excellent word-processing skills are required, know- 
ledge of Freelance would be a plus. Salary com- 
mensurate with experience. Position to be filled 
immediately. 

Contact Steve Herstell on 648078 

FLAT FOR RENT- 

IN AQABA 

1 big flat (5 bedrooms, 2 salons, 1 dining 
room, 3 bathrooms, 1 kitchen), in ground 
floor (250m 2 ) for rent with furniture in 
Aqaba. 

Please call Tel. No. 03 315858 or 03 
316161 


and the dutchmnn foiled to 
bold his serve in die fourth 
set. 

“In the fourth set I tried to 
relax, the third set was very 
emotional for me,” Krajicek 
said. 

There was a brief moment 
of hope for Krajicek when he 
broke stich in tbe fourth 
game, but he then dropped 
his own serve at love and the 
German sailed through die 
set to level the score. 

Stich, who trounced top- 
seeded Boris Becker 6-0, 6-3 
in Saturday’s semifinals, was- 
unable to hold his momen- 
tum. 

“He gave it away in tire 
fourth, but I had been trying 
to catch up with him f or three 
sets, it was very tough men- 
tally and Iran out of steam,” 
Stich said. 

The match was decided in 
the seventh game of die final 
set. Stich saved three break 
points before finally . sur- 
rendering fns sore. 

Krajicek, up one break, 
served to love in die next 
game and broke the German 
again, converting his fourth 
match point with a powerful 
forehand return Awn die 
line. 

“He started to serve very 
well again and I couldn’t get 
my first serve in,” Stich said 
of the fifth set. 

In the 1993 final, Stich won 
7-5 in the fifth set, after the 
umpire had overruled a lines- 
man and called Krajicek’s 
serve out, on match point. 
The call so upset tbe dutch- 
man that he dropped his 
serve and lost the match. 

"It did cross my mind after 
third set bait I tiled to push 
those thoughts away and to 


get pumped up for the fifth,” 
Krajicek said. 

Stich will get his opportun- 
ity for revenge when the 
Netherlands and Germany 
meet in -the second round of 
the Darns Cup next month in 
Utrecht, Netherlands. 

Novotea wins uneven final 

Top seed Jana Novotna of 
the Czech Republic won the 
$161,000 WTA tournament 
here Sunday with an uneven 
6-7 (5-7), 6-3, 6-4 victory over 
unseeded German Barbara 
Rittner. 

Games went with serve un- 
til the tie-breaker in the first 
set, won by Rittner on a 
strong backhand passing 
shot.. 

Novotna, the world No. 5, 
then roared to a 3-0 lead in 
the second set before Rittner 
broke back. The German 
missed two good chances to 
even the sopre.allawing her. 
much more .experienced 
Czech rival ,to take the set. 

The third set again opened 
with the 26-year-old Czech 
surging to a 3-0. lead. But 
Novotna then seemed to lose 
her pace and concentration, 
and Rittner equalised at 3-3. 

Hie German was 30-0 
ahead in the seventh game 
before double faulting and 
missing shots to lose her 
serve. 

Novotna looked poised for 
sure victory. But she then 
double faulted twice and mis- 
sed two volleys in tbe eighth 
game, leaving the score even 
at 4-4. 

But Rittner again missed 
on her serve and shots, losing 
the ninth game and leaving 
Novotna to serve out the 
final. 


FAST, FASCINATING, FRESH, FUN. 

GTI. -VW. flaming fire red. American number plates 
fully loaded - A/C, sunroof, stereo. 

For only JD 6950. 

For more information call Zeid at 662546 
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Kaser Jeddah 

Suites Hotel 





Welcomes You In Its Luxurious Suites 


JabaJ Ai-Hussein ■ Beer Ai-Sabe'a St - Fax 699563 

Tel 605804 / 605809 / 605810 P.OtoTO Amman - Jordan 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 80 killed Muasher 


Head of French interests section due in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — The head of France's new interests 
secnon m Iraq is due here Tuesday four years after Paris 
broke off diplomatic ties with Baghdad, sources in the 
Romanian embassy said. Jean-Francois Nodinot, 62, is to 
head the section based at the Romanian embassy in 
Baghdad which will open after the 'Eid A1 Fltr festival. 
- Pans, which has had no ties with Baghdad since the Gulf 
war to liberate Kuwait in February 1991, announced Jan. 6 
it would open an interests section. France has joined a rush 
by other European and Middle East countries to secure a 
foothold in the Lucrative Iraqi market once U.N. oil and 
trade sanctions imposed when Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990 are lifted. France and Russia have ted growing 
calls within the U.N. Security Council for the sanctions to 
be lifted, or at least eased, but have come up against stiff 
U-S. and British opposition. Mr. Nodinot was ambassador 
-to Yemen from 1989 to 1992 and adviser at the Baghdad 
embassy from 1977 to 1980. 

Israel to deploy motorcycle police 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli police are setting up a special 
motorcycle squad ro be deployed in Jerusalem, the 
* authorities said Monday. Some 30 hand-picked men will be 
equipped with bullet-proof vests, helmets, pistols and 
automatic weapons. They will ride Kawasaki 500CC bikes. 
However, they have yet to take delivery of the new 
motorcycles and have begun training on scooters. 

Ramos to visit UAE for economic talks 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — President Fidel Ramos will visit 
the United Arab Emirates on Sunday to discuss economic 
cooperation in the first visit here by a Philippines head of 
state;, an embassy spokesman said. Mr. Ramos will hold 
talfts with UAE President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan A! 
Nahayan on boosting political, trade and economic links, 
the spokesman told AFP, He will also meet with members 
of the Philippine community to explain his country's 
economic reforms and urge them to invest at home. More 
than 80,000 Filipinos live in the UAE, remitting home 
between $50 million and $100 million a year, according to 
bankers. Philippine exports to the UAE, mostly clothes 
and manufactured products, have surged by more than 10 
times over the past decade to reach around $149 million in 
1993, embassy figures show. The UAE's exports to the 
Philippines, mainly oil, topped $250 million. 

Velayati to visit EU member Greece 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati is to begin a tour of Greece. Austria and Slovakia 
next week in a bid to dispel misconceptions about Iran, a 
newspaper said here Monday. The visits are aimed at 
raising “awareness about Iranian ideology and culture." 
the English-language Iran News said quoting Foreign 
Ministry sources. “The Foreign Ministry plans to rectify 
these misconceptions by establishing broader relations with 
European Union member states and present them with a 
realistic vision of the Islamic republic," it added. Mr. 
Velayati's official visit to Greece and Austria will be only 
the second by an Iranian foreign minister to European 
Union members since -the EU froze high-level exchanges 
with Iran in December 1992. 

Bomber critically injured in blast in Ankara 

ANKARA (AFP) — A man who was planting a bomb at 
the. offices of.a. pro-Ataturk organisation was critically 
injured when the device went off prematurely, witnesses 
said here Monday. The Anatolia news agency earlier 
reported that the man was killed. Witnesses said the man 
lost both hands and was taken to hospital after he tried to 
plant a bomb in toilets on the second floor of the offices of 
an association upholding the secular ideas of Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk, the founding father of the Turkish state. 
They added that the bomb could not have been very 
powerful because no-one else was injured and it caused no 
serious damage. The organisation's vice president, Tevfik 
Kizginyaka, told AFP that the association had not received 
any threats, but that its address had recently been 
published by the weekly Taraf. the mouthpiece of the 
IBDA-C (Islamic Front for the Combattants of the'Greater 
Orient), a Muslim fundamentalist group. 

Iraqi court sentences 2 criminals to death 

BAGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi court has sentenced two 
criminals to be hanged for murder and theft, the govern- 
ment newspaper Al Jumhouriya said on Monday. “A 
specialised court of the Ministry of Interior has ruled to 
hang criminals Rida Jaber and Tahsin Hussein," it re- 
ported. The two burgled a house and murdered the son and 
daughter of its owner, but the paper did not say if the ruling 
had yet been carried out. Crime, particularly theft, is 
rampant in Iraq, under punitive U.N. trade sanctions 
imposed for its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Saudis balk at more Indonesian pilgrims 

JAKARTA (AP) — Fearing another stampede like those 
that killed hundreds of pilgrims in years past, Saudi Arabia 
is likely to turn down Indonesia's request for a larger quota 
to visit Mecca in 1995. an official said Monday. About 250 
people died last year as worshippers surged during a 
pebble- thro wing ritual in the annual pilgrimage to Islam’s 
holiest shrine. In 1990, around 1,430 people, including 
some 650 Indonesians, died in a pedesetrian tunnel that 
leads from Mecca to Mina. Religious Affairs Minister 
Tarmizi Taher said there was little hope that Saudi Arabia 
would allow Indonesia to exceed the quota for those 
intending to make the . pilgrimage. “The Saudi government 
is concerned with the s-ifety of pilgrims after the incidents, 
which werre. indirectly caused by excessive numbers,” Mr. • 
Taher said after a meeting with President Suharto. 

Finnish minister looks for business in Israel, Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Finland's Deputy 
Prime Minister and Trade Minister Pertti Salolainen began 
Monday a three-day visit to Israel and Gaza Strip to boost 
economic ties, officials said. He brought a delegation of 
businessmen from the energy, high technology and tele- 
communications sectors for a series of meetings with Israeli 
officials and companies. He was to go to the autonomous 
Gaza Strip on Tuesday. 

UAE frees ship held on suspicion 

ABU DHABI (R) — The United Arab Emirates has 
released a cargo ship held for nearly a month on suspicion 
of smuggling Iraqi dates, India's UAE ambassador -said on 
Monday. “The UAE authorities informed me that the 
cargo and the ship were released," M.P.M. Menon told 
Reuters. He declined to comment on whether this meant 
■ the authorities had cleared the ship of violating U.N- trade 
sanctions on Iraq. The Gulf Splendour’s HFman crew are 
Indians. The captain's wife was also on board. The ship was 
boarded by U.S. Navy personnel in the Gulf Jan. 18 on 
suspicion that its cargo of 2,100 tonnes of dates came from 
Iraq. The captain said the cargo had been loaded in Iran. 
The ship was diverted to the small UAE port of Umm Al 
Ouwaian early in February to be investigated by UAE 
authorities. "The ship is Panamanian-flagged and owned in 
the UAE but we were worried about the (Indian) crew 
getting stuck,” Mr. Menon said. He added that the ship s 
cargo might be sold in the UAE, not in India as originally 
planned. 
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carbomb 
in Zakho 
— PUK 


NICOSIA (AFP) — A mas- 
sive carbomb killed at least 
80 people and wounded more 
than 100 others in the town of 
Zakho in Kurdish-con trolled 
northern Iraq on Monday, 
officials said. 

Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK) official Kosrat 
Rassoul, contacted by AFP in 
the main town of Erbil by 
telephone from Nicosia, 
blamed the attack on “Bagh- 
dad intelligence services." 

The bomb went off early 
Monday in the town in 
Dohufc province bordering 
Turkey, Mr. Rassoul said. 

He gave the toll as at least 
80 dead and more than 100 
wounded in an attack he con- 
demned as an “odious 
crime." Zakho is under the 
control of the PUK’s rival 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP). 

Massoud Barzani’s KDP 
and the PUK led by Jala! 
Talabani have been locked in 
a bitter power struggle for 
several mouths in which Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
has offered to mediate. 

A U.N. spokesman in 
Geneva confirmed that a 
huge bomb had gone off in 
Zakho killing about 80 peo- 
ple, but said details were 
sketchy as U.N. personnel 
were based in Dohuk. 

And the opposition 
alliance the Iraqi National 
Congress (INC) in London 
also said a carbomb had ex- 
ploded in the town causing at 
least 200 casualties, and des- 
troying 20 cars and 50 shops. 

The area has been control- 
led by the Kurds in defiance 
of Baghdad since the end of 
the January-February 1991 
Gulf war. Allied warplanes 
patrol an air exclusion zone 
imposed above the 36th para- 
llel to protect the Kurds from 
Iraqi forces. 

A carbomb in the central 
market of the northern Iraqi 
city of Erbil killed five people 
and injured 82, many of them 
children, on Jan. 22, 1993. 

K nrdish security officials at 
the time said Kurdish leaders 
had received information in- 
dicating that the Baghdad 
government was planning to 
unleash a “terrorist campaign 
against Kurdistan," in north- 
•ern Iraq. 

There have been regular 
carbomb attacks in the region 
since the Kurds took control. 
One targeted the official con- 1 ' 
voy of Daniele Mitterrand, 
the wife of French President 
Franoois Mitterrand, during a 
visit to Kurdistan in July 
1992. Five people were killed 
in that blast. 

Meanwhile, the Iranian 
news agency IRNA reported 
in Tehran on Monday that at 
least 100 people had been 
killed in clashes between rival 
Kurdish factions in the region 
in the pad three days. 

The agency said a “large 
number” of people had been 
injured in an attack Friday by 
the KDP and a Hizbollah 
party. 

Intense clashes were 
underway Monday in the re- 
gions of Shaghlaveh, Palisan 
and Ranieh, IRNA said 
adding that the KDP and the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah were 
preparing to launch a new 
offensive on PUK stron- 
gholds. 

But the reports were de- 
nied by Mr. Rassoul. 

The PUK controls the 
areas of Erbil and Sulayma- 
niyeh while the KDP runs a 
strip along the frontier with 
Iran and the region of 
Dohuk. 
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JORDAN’S Amhassartor- 
deagnate to laud Mar- 
wan Ai Mnasber was 
Monday swan in before 
His Majesty King Hussein 
at a special ceremony held 
at the Royal Court. 

The ceremony was 
attended by Royal Court 
Chief Marwaa AI Qasem 
and Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karfan Al Kaboriti. 

Dr. Mnasber sored as 
bead of the Jord an I n- 
formation Bureau (JIB) in 
Washington and later as 
the spokesman for Jor- 
dan's peace negotiations 
with land. 

Dr. Mnasber is expected 
to leave for Td Avfv to* 
-assume office next month. 

brad has not yet named 
Us ambassador to Jordan. 






Jordan's AMhn«aA »^4<»Jp«te to Land Marwaa Mnasber 
is sworn hi on Monday hi front of Hb Majesty Stag Hnssdn 
CPetra photo) 



CAIRO (Agencies) — Two 
.militants have been hanged 
for killing twer German tour- 
ists and two Egyptians in a 
gun attack on . a market in a 
.holiday resort, the Egyptian, 
news agency reported Mon- 
day. 

.They were hanged Satur- 
day in a Cairo jail a tier Presi- 
dent Hosrii Mubarak bad re- 
jected an appeal .against the 
military court sentence hand- 
ed down Dec. 3 for the mur- 
ders of Hurgada on the-Red 
Sea last September. 

Hie bodies of Moham- 
mad Ataltaff; Omar arid 
Rabih Mahmoud Hussein 
were taken and buried during 
the night fn- Qena~640 
kilometres south of Cairo, 
.police said. 


Russians hunt for Chechens 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russian troops have sealed 
off the Chechen capital of. 
Grozny and are now ready to 
hunt down rebel fighters 
trapped in the city, the Rus- 
sian authorities said here 
Monday, quoted by the news 
agency Interfax. 

Last week tbe Russian 
forces succeeded in gaming 
control of the last roads out 
of the city still used by die 
rebels. The government press, 
service said a second, outer 
cordon had now been sealed 
around Grozny. 

The government communi- 
que said that tbe rebels could 
no longer enter or leave 
Grozny, and that government 
troops would now comb the 
dty and "destroy militants 
who failed to flee the' 
Chechen capital." 

Russian forces won control 
of most of Grozny in mid- 
February, forcing a with- 
drawal of the main body of 
Chechen troops defending 
the dty. But rebel hit-and- 
run squads have remained, 
operating mainly at night. 

The Chechens’ chief milit- 
ary commander, Aslan Mas- 
khadov, said his separatist 
forces, who have been fight- 
ing Russian troops since Dec. 
11, were now “much stronger 
than when we started — in 
both spirit and organisation.” 

“Our tactic is to fight very 
dose to them. The Russians 
use airplanes and artillery ' 
and try to fight at long dis- 


tance. We try to get dose so 
they can't nse those 
weapons," Mr. Maskhadov 
tokl reporters. 

Russian big guns opened 
up on Chechen portions 
south of Grozny shortly after 
dawn on Monday following 
an overnight lull. On Sunday 
they bombarded separatist 
forces in the town of Argun 
jiist to the east of die capitaL 

Russian troops also con- 
tinued an intense artillery 
and rocket attack Monday on 
the village of Stary Atari, 20 
kilometres southeast Groz- 
ny. 

Rebel fighters said the 
latest attack, which started 
on the weekend, was 
apparently aimed at captur- 
ing a strategic hill — Mount 
Shekhar — which would give 
foe Russians control of large 
areas of Checfaenya. 

They said the Russians 
aimed to move heavy artillery 
onto the MU, which would 
allow them to seal off the 
Shatoy valley in mountainous 
southern Checfaenya which 
the rebels plan to use as a 
base for a protracted guerrilla 
war. 

Capture of tbe hill would 
also give the Russians control 
of a main east-west route 
Uniting rebel-held areas such 
as Shaft, Argu and Gudennes 
east of Grozny. 

The government communi- 
que said the Chechen rebels 
were moving in significant 
numbers towards Argun and 


Gudennes, and also towards 
residential areas near 
Checbenya’s eastern bonier 
with the Russian republic of 
Dagestan. 

A rail bridge across the 
Cbechenya-Dagestan border 
was blown up overnight Sun- 
day, and a nearby road 
bridge badly damage d. 

Interfax quoted the Dages- 
tan minister for ethnic affairs, 
Magomed Gusayev, as saying 
that the two blasts were “a 
provocation aimed at involv- 
ing Dagestan in the conflict in 
Checfaenya.” 

There is a substantial 
Chechen minority living in 
Dagestan, a mainl y Muslim 
republic which has not overt- 
ly taken sides in the 
Checfaenya conflict. 

Russian officials maintain 
that residents of communities 
in the border areas and in 
other towns such as Samash- 
ki, west of Grozny, are trying 
to force rebel fighters out so 
that they will not become 
targets of Russian bombard- 
ments. 

The latest fighting comes 
amid reports of high-ranking 
Russian officials conversing 
on Mozdok, the Russian base 
for operations in Chechenya, 
for talks on rebtukfing the 
war-battered breakaway re- 
public. - 

Interfax said President 
Boris Yeltsin’s special envoy 
for Checfaenya, First Deputy 
Prime Minuter Oleg Sos- 
kovets, arrived Monday in 


Mozdok, North Ossetia, to 
meet the commander of Rus- 
sian forces in Chechenya, 
General Anatoly Kulikov. 

A spokesman for Mr. Sos- . 
kovets said he would then 
travel on to Grozny for a 
-conference on the economic 
reconstruction of Checfaenya. 

Interior Minister Viktor 
Yerih was also expected to- 
attend, along with senior offi- 
cials from other ministries, 
including defence and 

mmitep jnteJKgpnce 

Fresh international critic- 
ism of Russian forces came, 
on Sunday from a group of 
Human Rights watch/ 
Helsinki researchers. 

A new report released -in 
Washington and based on a 
10-day field investigation said 
Russian forces were commit-.' 
ting gross abuses against the 
-Chilian population r iwng die .' 
proportionate force to <Hs- r 
lodge Chechen fighters from 
villages. 

Russian troops have been 
firing artillery at staging pasts 
and routes used by Chechen 
fighters to infiltrate the capit- 
al. 

There has also been spor- 
adic shelling and bombing of 
Chechen-beld towns and vil- 
lages south, east and west of 
Grozny, causing significant 
civilian casualties. Seven-civi- 
lians were killed and 15 
, others wounded in Shalai, 
south of Grozny, on Saturday 
when Russian warplanes 
bombed the town. 


MEES: U.S. Senate support 
grows for Iran sanctions bill 


Israel raises concern over 
German ties with I ran 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Support is growing in the 
U.S. Senate for Republican 
Senator Alfonse D’ Amato’s 
bill proposing U.S. economic 
sanctions on Iran, the Middle 
East Economic Survey 
(MEES) reported Monday. 

The authoritative oil indus- 
try newsletter, published in 
Nicosia, quoted unidentified 
Washington sources as saying 
that around 23 to 25 senators 
have agreed to co-sponsor 
tbe bill. 

The bill proposes prohibit- 
ing all U.S. trade with the 
Islamic republic to force it to 
stop supporting ‘‘tenrorism,” 
improving its human rights 
record and ending its re- 
ported clandestine program- 
me to develop nuclear 
weapons. 

Iran is a major oil producer 
with a daily output of 3.6 
million barrels and depends 
on its oil exports. Its eco- 
nomy is already in poor shape 
and is causing widespread un- 
rest among Iran’s 60 million 
people. 

MEES reported that 
among the supp o rters of the 
D’Amato bill are Kansas 
Sen. Robert Dole, the 
powerful Republican leader 
in the Senate, and Sea. Jesse 
Helms of North Carolina, 


Republican Chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

Mr. D’Amato, the newslet- 
ter noted, is also gathering 
support from some liberal 
democrats. 

The bill proposes forbid- 
ding all commercial and 
financial transactions with 
Iran. 

It also proposes banning 
U.S. firms from buying Ira- 
nian oil and exporting tech- 
nology that could have milit- 
ary applications, such as com- 
puters, civil aviation radars 
and equipment that could be 
used in Iran's alleged nuclear 
weapons programme. 

So Ear, the Clinton admi- 
nistration has not adopted an 
official position on Mr. 
D’ Amato's Mil, even though 
it has a policy of “dual con- 
tainment" of Iran and Iraq 
and has been striving, with 
little success, to persuade its 
allies to stop providing adv- 
anced technology to Tehran. 

MEES reported that its 
soundings in Washington “in- 
dicate that the dilemma 
which is splitting the adminis- 
tration is: bow much pain is it- 
prepared to inflict on U.S. 
firms in order to oblige its 
allies to stop their economic 
and technological deals with 
Tehran?" 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime 
Munster Yitzhak Rabin, con- 
cerned about warming ties 
between Germany and Iran, 
told a top German official 
Monday that Iran threatens 
Mideast stability and also 
raised the fate of an Israeli 
airman be believes is held by 
Iran. 

Mr. Rabin and Joachim 
Bitterhch, an envoy of Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, agreed that Mr. Kohl 
would visit Israel in early 
June, Mr. Rabin’s office said 
Mr. Kohl last came to the 
Jewish state in early June, 
Mfl Rabin’s office raid Mr. 
Kohl last came to the Jewish 
state in 1984. 

Israeli-German relations 
have been strained by Ger- 
many’s ties with Iran and also 
by recent leaks in Germany 
about alleged secret talks to 
win the release of Israeli 
navigator Ron Arad who was 
shot down over Lebanon on 
1986. 

A German newspaper re- 
ported last week that Ger- 
many was mediating between 
Israel and Iran, and tha t 
Arad’s release was imminent. 
Israeli officials denied such 
talks and complained that 
leaks harmed Arad’s case and 
caused pain to Ms family. 


.Gentian officials have cen- 
finned that they have discus- 
sed Arad with the Iranians, 
but refused comment on the 
newspaper reports. 

When asked about Arad, 
Mr. Bittcrficfa told repo r te r s 
Monday after his meeting 
with Mr. Rabin that “we 
have been' frying to help 
Israel for some time." 

“It’s normal that under tbe 
circumstance we (he and 
Rabin) discussed the case for 
a short moment,” added Mr. 
Bitteriich, who heads the 
foreign affairs section in Mr. 
Kohl's office. 

Mr. Rabin's office said in a 
statement that Mr. Bitteriich 
showed understanding for the 
suffering that was caused by 
“inaccurate and inesponsible 
reports,” conxnnng Arad. 

Mr. Rabin also discussed 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess with Mr. Bictertich and 
singled out Iran as a country 
threatening stability in tbe 
region by supporting nrititaht. 
groups, the statemmtf said. 

Israeli officials have com- 
plained privately tfa-jt Ger- 
many Was using alleged nego- 
tiations over the release of 
Arad as a shield to deflect 
critical by tite United States 
and Israel over Bonn’s wann- 
ing ties with bran. 


Teenage runaway 

flying bade 
to London 
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U.S. Marines go ashore in 
Mogadishu to help retreat 


MOGADISHU (AP) — 
American Marines came 
' ashore in Mogadishu for the 
second time in two years 
Monday, returning to protect 
the last retreating U.N. 
peacekeepers. 

About 150 Marines landed 
era a beach at the city’s sea- 
. side airport by helicopter and 
helical air cushion vessels to 
set up command headquar- 
ters and mark landing routes 
for about 2.0CO others to 
follow. 

U.S. commanders would 
not say when the rest of tile 
troops would come ashore, 
but their arrival was dearly 
Muniment. 

In Washington, Pentagon 
spokesman Scott Campbell 


said the Marines who went 
ashore Monday were part of 
a reconnaissance mission and 
said tbe main withdrawal op- 
eration had not begun. 

The Somali capital 
appeared relatively calm in 
advance of the main force 
landing by U.S. and Italian 
marines. 

The Marines were not 
landing on a hostile beach. 
The airport and nearby sea- 
port were in tbe hands of 
U-N. peacekeepers. 

Although they prepared 
for the possibility, comman- 
ders of the seven-nation 
U.S.-led forces did oot ex- 
pect a direct confrontation 
with Somali militia. 


Rabin upset about slashing of U.S. 
outlay for Jordan debt write-off 


The Jerusalem Post 

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL 
budget-cutting could reduce 
the prospects for a stable 
Middle East, peace and cause 
tiie U.S. to lose world power. 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin warned Sunday night. 

Rabin’s remarks to the 
annus! fact-finding mission of 
the Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish 
Organisations came on the 
eve of Tuesday’s crucial Sen- 
ate vote on a constitutional 
amendment requiring a ba- 
lanced budget. 

“I would like to have a 
balanced budget, too. [But] I 


believe the United St ates — 
if it wants to influence events 
in tbe world — [cannot] be 
isolationist, with all the con- 
sequences that can happen to 
the world as a result of tom," 
Rabin said. 

Rabin was very upset ab- 
out a House foreign opera- 
tions sub-committee vote last- 
week that slashed sup- 
plemental debt relief to Jor- 
dan from oyer $200 million to 
$50 million. - 

After hearing about the 
vote Rabin said “I started to 
realise the possibility to 
achieve peace in the region 
will be reduced." 

He said if the Arab people 


do not attain a peace di- 
vidend from peace with 
Israel, “there will be no 
stable peace." 

“The U.S. cannot cany a 
real foreign policy without 
being strong; militarily and 
without having a foreign aid 
MI," he said. Pursuing an 
isolationist policy would 
cause tiie U.S. to lore global 
influence, he added. , 

In a combative speech to 
the American Jewish leaders, 
Rabin warned of the dangers' 
of those who don’t seek to 
compromise with Arabs , sug- 
gesting ■ that some of .those 
adherents are false mesnahs. 
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don Monday night after 
ran away to Malaysia n s m g 
- * * ‘and cre- 


dit card, mi . 

A spokesman, for Malaysian 
Airfinies said Peter Kerry has 
a confirmed seat on tbe nn^ 
nigh t flight to London. A 
Bntishlfigh Commission 
sookesman said he could not 
confirm or deny that Peter 
Kerry is taking a midnight 

S tilt bade to London cm 
alaysian Airlines- We 
hope the Malaysian govern- 
ment takes a synroatbefre ? 
attitude,” he said. Diplomats 

said Malaysia would probably 

let Kerry go, despite the fact 
that he entered tbe country 
illegally. Kerry, now in the 
custody of tbe British High 
Commission, bluffed hi s wa y . 
p uj immig ration in Britain 
and Malaysia using his 
father's passport on a strange 
odyssey that, began a week 
ago with . a family quarrel 
over a spatted can of spaghet- 
ti. He was discovered Sunday- 
nlgfat fay. Malaysian residents 
in the northern town of Kota* 
Bara, -who took him to the 
home of a British, citizen.' 
Kerry, wearing a blue base- . 
ball cap, looked fit bat a little 
dam after arriving at Koala 
Lumpur International Air- 
port from Kota Baru. He said 
nothing to r epor te r s. A High 
Commission official, who 


tbe mission was working with 
Malaysian officials to arrange 
hu speedy return to Britain. 

f’iiparazzl ' 
hawking pictures 
of topless Diana 

LONDON (AFP) — Papar-. 
azri DaxndAngeli is hawking; . 
photographs of a topless , 
Princess Diana, snapped 
sunbathing m the Branch 
West Indies, tiie' Daily Ex- 
press reported Monday. 
“TbcywfBsell. for a fo rt un e if 
Hoyone has tiie bottle to run 
them,” die tabloid com- 
mented, adding that they 
were erf high quality. A 


ing for Angefi secretly took 
the pictures of the Princess of 
Wales, 33, beside a private 
s wimmin g pool on the tiny 
island of Saint BartbeJeqiy, 
where she was staying until 
Sunday. Angeli took die 
photo grap hs m 1992 of Prin- 
cess Diana’s sister-in-law the 
Duchess of York, shown top- 
less and in a co mprom ising 
position with her f i n ancial 
adviser beside a swimmin g 
pool in the French Mediterra- 
nean resort of Saint Tropez. 
The couple won damages 
under tiie Ftanch privacy law 
when they sued tiie weekly 
Paris-Mateh after it pubfisbed 
the pictures. Princess Diana 
also sued the Mirror Group 
of newspapers and gym dub 
boss Bryce Taylor after the' 
publication of clandestine 
pictures showing her working 
out at bis gym. They settled 
out of court earner this, 
month, five days before toe; 
case was due to open. Press 
reports said the pnneess had 
been prep ar ed to be the first 
member of the British royal 
family to give evidence in 
court since 1891, but there 
was speculation afterwards 
that the final settlement was 
not greatly to her advantage. 

Kenyan police 
apologises to 
U.S. envoy 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Kenyan 
police commission Shadracfa 
Kxruki has apologised to U.S. 
Ambassador Amelia Brazeal 
over hep detention for one 
hour at a police roadblock in 
Kenya’s Rift Valley, toe Ke- 











